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IT’S REALLY HEATING UP 



THE NORTH FACE SUMMER SALE 

SAVE UP TO 30% ON CLOTHING, OUTWEAR, AND EQUIPMENT 

SIDEWALK SALE this week! LIMITED QUANTITIES OF YOUR FAVORITE GEAR. 


KL 

MOUNTAIN 

SHOP.COM 

SAVE UP TO 60% ON EVERYTHING 

WAREHOUSE 


["summer [ 

FALL CLEARANCE 

ige savings! 

TENTS 
SLEEPING BAGS 

□ API/ DAPI/C 

DOWN JACKETS, VESTS & PANTS 

PRIMALOFT JACKETS. VESTS A PANTS 

POLARTEC JACKETS, VESTS & PANTS 

□A 0 r\ rAUKo 

OUTERWEAR 
SUMMER CLOTHING 

GORE-TEX PRO SHELL JACKETS & PANTS 
SNOWBOARD JACKETS & PANTS 

HATS GLOVES & SNOWSPORT ACCESSORIES 


patagnnia 


* V ^cloudveil DURTOn 

WCHK. - Block Diamond 

261 3 SHELBURNE RD, SHELBURNE VT / 877.284.3270 










LYLE LOVETT 

8/7 • Shelburne Museum, Shelburne 

GOGOL BORDELLO 

8/9 • Waterfront Park, Burlington 

OLD CROW MEDICINE SHOW 

8/10 • Waterfront Park, Burlington 

STRANGEFOLK 

8/11 • Waterfront Park, Burlington 

CITIZEN COPE 

8/12 • Waterfront Park, Burlington 

GRAND POINT NORTH 

9/14 & 15 • Waterfront Park, Burlington 

BEN HARPER 

10/2 • Flynn Theatre, Burlington 

MORRISSEY 

10/16 • Flynn Theatre, Burlington 

"WEIRD AL" YANKOVIC 

10/20 • Flynn Theatre, Burlington 

HENRY ROLLINS: CAPITALISM 

10/26 • Vermont College of Fine Arts, Montpelier 


Summer/Fall 
2012 Schedule 

PERFORATING Tickets On Sale How! 

Arts Center 

1 22 Hourglass Dr. | Stowe, VI 


Spruce Peak 


New Membership Opportunities Avalbblel 
Visit SprucePeakArts.org 

to learn about member benefits 


FRI 7/27 • 8PM 

BOB MARLEY: 
WICKED FUNNY 

A regular at the Aspen and 
Montreal comedy festivals, 
Marley was named one of 
Variety’s “10 Comics to Watch.” 


BEN & JERRY'S CONCERTS ON THE MIDWAY LAWN 

AT CHAMPLAIN VALLEY EXPO - ESSEX JCT, VT 


ALL SHOWS ON SALE NOW! 


One of the most prominent 
and influential figures in late 
20th century blues & roots 
music, Taj Mahal. 


UPCOMING EVENTS: 


THU 8/16: COWBOY JUNKIES 
THU 8/23-SAT 8/25: 

MUSIC FESTIVAL OF THE AMERICAS 
FRI 9/21: SECOND CITY 
FOR PRESIDENT 


SAT 9/22: THE AQUILA THEATRE CO. 
IN EDMOND ROSTAND'S 
CYRANO DE BERGERAC 


TUE 10/2: LOS LONELY BOYS 


H Twitter.com/SprucePeak_Arts 
^ Facebook.com/SPPAC 


Buy tickets & memberships online at 
SpmcePeakArts.org, or call 802-760-4634. 


The Spruce Peak Performing Arts Center is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit arts organization dedicated and 
committed to entertaining, educating, and engaging our diverse communities in Stowe and beyond. 


TKKETS: WWW.MK5HERGROUNOMUSK.COM, AT THE HIGHER GROUND BOX OFfKE. OR 888.512SHOW 








Wednesday, luly 25 - Tuesday, July 31 

Membership Personal Training Swim Lessons Swim Team Pilates Reformer Tennis 
CALL OR STOP IN FOR MORE DETAILS 


<D 


EDGE 


i SPORTS & FITNESS 
PHYSICAL THERAPY 
KIDS&FITNESS 


Dedicated to improving lives. Since 1966. 

Essex (802) 879-7734 x 2 • Williston (802) 860-3343 • S. Burlington (802) 658-0001 or (802) 658-0002 • into@edgeut.com 

EDGEVT.COM 
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I tate and federal prosecutors dropped a bombshell last week in 
b the missing-persons case of Bill and Lorraine Currier. At a news 
V conference in the Burlington federal building, authorities said that 
evidence now shows the Essex coupli was abducted and murdered in 
June 2011. 

And authorities said they nave a suspect — an unidentified 
man who is in custody in another state. 

News editor Andy Brornage was at the press conference, 
where a tight-lipped Tristram Coffin, the U.S. Attorney for 
Vermont, said that while no charges have yet been brought 
against the suspect they are 'anticipated. 1 ' 

In May, investigators followed a lead to a Coventry 
landfill, where a massive, 11-week search effort failed to 
turn up the Curriers' remains. FBI Agent Danny Rachek 
told reporters that 178 FBI personnel from 38 different 
field offices — some as far away as California — were called 
in to help sift through 10.000 tons of trash using nothing 
more than potato rakes. Authorities have now called off the 
landfill search. 

Chittenden County State's Attorney T.J. Donovan called 
the murders a "random act of violence," adding that 'there is 
nothing that the Curriers did in their personal lives that con- 
tributed to their deaths." And there's no connection between 
the couple and the alleged killer, Donovan said. 

Key details revealed by Donovan: When Essex police 
went to the Currier home, they found the phone line cut and 
a glass door from the garage to the kitchen broken. Inside, 
birdcages were covered. Bill's wallet was there, but Lorraine's 
purse was not found. Also missing was Lorraine's gun — a 
Ruger snub-nosed .3B-caliber that Donovan said "she kept for 
protection when she went to their camp in Norton." 

Citing anonymous sources. WCAX has reported that 
the suspect is Israel Keyes, a 34-year-old contractor who is 
currently imprisoned in Alaska for the murder of 18-year-old 
Samantha Koenig. Seven Days could not verify whether Keyes 
was the suspect: Donovan declined to confirm or deny. 

The Currier family provided a written statement that was 
read at last week's news conference asking the public to "re- 
spond to this random act of violence with daily acts of kindness 


facing 

facts 

- rife , 

MASTERS OF 
■ DISASTER _ 

''Turns out FEMX"^ 
might not cover 
the full cost 
of a new state 
hospital and 
office complex. 
Heckuvajob. 

• 

RETURN TO SENDER 

A message in a 
bottle washes 
up in Bellows 
Falls 35 years 
later. Daydreams 
do come true. 

REACH RUMMER 

Some swimmers 
became violently 
ill after dipping 
at Milton's Sand 
Bar State Park. 
Who needs blue- 
green algae? 

CAT RITES WOMAN 

A rabid cat 
attacked a Lowell 
woman and her 
son, then chased 
them down the 
road. Nothing 
LOL about that. 
FACINO FACTS COMPILED 



TOPFIVE 

MOST POPULAR ITEMS ON SEVENDAYSVT.COM 

L "After the Air Guard: Plattsburgh's 1995 
Base Closing May Be Instructive for 
Burlington" by Kevin J. Kelley. Officials 
have warned that Vermont may lose its Air 

— echoing the 1995 air-base closing In 
Plattsburgh. 

2. "Ralls or Trails? New Yorkers Clash Over 


Kathryn Flagg. Should a former railroad line 
in upstate New York be restored to carry 

trail for bikes and snowmobiles? 

1. "Why Blue Cross May Owe Its Former 
CEO Another $575,000, Plus Interest" by 

Cross and Blue Shield of Vermont received 


by Paul Heintz. Randy Brock loaned himself 
$300,000 in his run for governor— that's 
more money than all the rest of his 
fundraising combined. 

>. Side Dishes: "Positive Directions' by Alice 
Levitt. Positive Pie has opened a new 
restaurant in Hardwick, while Piecasso in 
Stowe has expanded with a new bar and a 



tweet of 
the week: 


@THISISVT 



Real-time, real- 

a 


by Vermonters & BVtvisitors. 


A new author assumes this 
handle weekly. Kicks off 7/23. 



FOLLOW us ON TWITTER FtSEVEN.OAYS 
OURTWEEPLE: SEVENDAYSVT.COM/TWITTER 




Your I 

100% Champlain. 

Degree: 

100% Online. 

Champlain has over thirty degree and certificate programs you can 
earn 100% online. They're in growth career areas like Business, 


online.champlain.edu/SVN • 877-492-3695 
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Lake Champlain 

CHOCOLATES* 


100% 

^V&unoat 

DAIRY 



CREAM 


ywi ti&e oM. c/woMm. 

YOU’LL LOVE OUR 
ICECREAM 


750 PINE ST. & 63 CHURCH ST. 
BURLINGTON. 

RT 100, WATERBURY CENTER 
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AFRICA, UNITE. 


feed back 

READER REACTION TO RECENT ARTICLES 



PnmiduPolstori & Paula Routly 
puouSHta/eoaMToa Paula Roully 



p roof a ea ocas Meredith Coeyraoa Kate O'Neill 
MR. MFALMC Rick Woods 






Michelle Brown, Jon PlocililU 

sales assistant Emily Rose 



fernihaRP lAprlioed it Upper Volley Pireflln NcoiliHAwHitll.NH 





P.0. BOX 1164. BURLINGTON, VT 0S402-11B4 
S02.SG4.5eS4 SEVENDAYSVT.COM 



'trsotZElA QmoPubUoldng Inc. All righto r 


ROLE REVERSAL? 

I think Sen. Leahy is the real rock star, 
with his second cameo in Batman [Fair 
Game, “Spending Like a Brock Star," July 
18]! Leahy, Welch and Sanders are more 
concerned with “keeping" their jobs 
dian "doing” their jobs! Randy Brock 
is the epitome of an honest, intelligent, 
successful man who genuinely wants 
to help Vermonters by doing his job as 
a former army officer, business owner, 
investment banker, auditor and senator. 
No cronyism in his resume. 

Linda Quackenbush 
SOUTH HERO 


BIKES AND BUCKS 

[“Rails or Trails? New Yorkers Clash 
Over the Future of an Adirondack Train 
Line,” July 18]: While the scenic railroad- 
ers have made a great effort, the corridor 
is too valuable to the region’s economy to 
continue the minimal benefit and huge 
expense to taxpayers. A recreational trail 
on the railbed would be an economic and 
lifestyle game changer for the area. 

Scott Thompson 
EAGLE BAY N.Y. 


NEXT UP: CANADA? 

Kudos. Youse guys musta turned ’round 
and noticed there’s a whole friggin’ 
other state across the lake Great stuff 

TIM NEWCOMB 


in the Adirondack issue [July 18], Guess 
what? There's a whole nutha country to 
the north! How about a Canadian issue? 
Encore une fois, s’il vous plait. 

Tony Lolll 

CABOT 


PERFECT PUZZLE 

[Re “Figuring It Out,” December 7, 2011]: 
I bought Never Play Leapfrog with a 
Unicorn at the North Hero Farmers 
Market and, one week later, I am totally 
hooked. Just hoping I don't have to wait 
too long for a sequel! 

Carol Allen 

PLATTS BURGH. NY. 


HOW LOUD? 

[Re Fair Game: “Deep Throttle," July 4]: 
1 live on a quiet street in Burlington, so 
noise pollution is a big issue. The effing 
F-16s already drown out conversation 
and putl5-second gaps in my phone calls, 
so, with reason, 1 am concerned about 
these new, louder planes being based at 
Burlington Internatkinal Airport. Looks 
like there are people on both sides of 
the issue. How can we tell how loud 
the planes will be? Easy: Can we have 
a sound check? Ask the Air Force to do 
four flyovers, once a week for four weeks, 
at an announced day and time - taking 
off and landing over the Burlington 
metro area. Everyone could listen and 




1 CORRECTION 

In the July 18 Whiskey Tango 
Foxtrot, “Whafs up with the helium 
shortage?,” Corin Hirsch wrote that 
the U.S. government forecasts the 
price of helium “will rise from $75 
per cubic foot this year to $84 next 
year." The unit of measure should 
have been per thousand cubic feet. 

judge for themselves and our fearless/ 
fearful leaders could do dieir own rating 
and come to a more informed and less 
speculative decision about whether to 
get the big jets — or not 

David Schein 

BURLINGTON 


KEEP THE BAT IN BATMAN 

[Re Fair Game, “Holy Cash, Batman," 
July 11]: Lovers of bats are often Batman 
fans, but Batman fans are seldom real- 
life bat lovers. I am one of the former. I 
am thankful to Sen. Leahy for his good 
work with bat advocacy on a national 
level, and last week's fundraiser at 
die Majestic 10 was wonderful. I am, 
however, disappointed that none of the 
proceeds from that event went to the 
real-life endangered bats of Vermont 

Bats throughout North America are 
dying by the millions because of white- 
nose syndrome. Vermont has lost be- 
tween 90 and 95 percent of its native bat 
population over the past six years. Yet, as 
far as I know, none of the proceeds from 
the Batman movies have gone toward 
bat research or rehabilitation efforts 
and, yes, diat includes Warner Bros. 

As is so often the case in our culture, 
we are quick to make money off an 
animal without having concern orgiving 
support to the animal itself. Let's face 
it: Real-life superheroes are those who 
have a real concern for the well-being of 
our planet and offer supernatural efforts 
toward saving sentient brings. If you are 
a Batman fnn with an appreciation for 
real-life heroes, consider donating to Bat 
Conservation Internationalor Vermont's 
very own Nongame Wildlife Fund on 
behalf of Vermont’s bats. Perhaps your 
contribution can be as much as you paid 
for die movie, be it $250 or $9. Help keep 
the “bat" in Batman. 

PS. My heart goes out to those in 
Colorado. This piece is simply to speak 
on behalf of Vermont's bats and not to 
diminish die tragedy of the [shooting at 
a Batman showing]. 

Anne-Marie Keppel 

MONTPELIER 


TOTALLY TURKISH 

I appreciate the review of our res- 
taurant [“Turkish Delight," July 11]. 
However, I feel the article contained 


= WEEK IN REVIEW 


some misinformation. It mentioned that 
none of our entrees comes with veg- 
etables; however, die only entities that 
do not come with vegetables are our 
yogurt dishes. Everything else, includ- 
ing kebabs and guvec, does come with 
rice and mixed vegetables. Also, I found 
it a bit irrelevant diat writer Alice Levitt 
mentioned a servo- dropping one piece 
of II atbread. I do not see how this repre- 
sents how our restaurant is rim. 

Because this is a brand-new restau- 
rant, all of our servers have had to learn 
a whole new menu and a whole new 
cuisine. Our American staff is becoming 
more familiar widi each dish. The way 
that our dishes are prepared and served 
is very traditional; we are not trying to 
Americanize our restaurant and want 
our customers to have a traditional 
Turkish experience. 

I also feel that die reference to 
“Three’s Company" was a little odd and 
inappropriate. This is a space diat has 
been vacant for a couple of years, and 
we are trying to improve die community 
of Essex by adding some international 
flair. I do not see how the colors that 
were painted by die previous tenants 
reflect anything on our restaurant. This 
is a family business, and your article 
could cause us to lose business and have 
yet another few years of a vacant space. 

We have had very few complaints 
from our guests, and I find it hard to 
believe that Levitt had a somewhat- 
negative experience here. 

Vural Oktay 

ESSEX JUNCTION 


EQUINE ABUSE? 

I opened the animal issue with the usual 
joy associated widi perusing the lives 
of local animals and reading about the 
enrichment they provide to those who 
love them. 

While I was dirilled to read dial 
poor Nellie was not subjected to cru- 
elty, it seems we are perfectly OK with 

FEEDBACK »P.I9 

SAY SOMETHING! 

Seven Days wants to publish 

Yourfeedbackmust... 

. be 250 words or fewer; 

• respond to Seven Days content ; 

• Include your full name, town and 
a daytime phone number. 

Seven Days reserves the right to edit 

for accuracy and length. 

Your submission options include: 

• sevendaysvt.com/feedback 

• feedback@sevendaysvt.com 

• Seven Days P.0. Box 1164. 
Burlington, VT 05402-1164 


GARAGE 

SALE 

COMEBACKS 

• ALCAIEEN 

G ARMAGH A AND 
TEMPRAMLLO 

— We sold out of these Garage 
Sale titans in two days, back by 
popular demand! ONSAIJE: 
$6.99 /Gar, $4-99/Temp 

• SALEMMLLE 
SMOkEHAVS 

BLUE -This Applewood- 
smoked blue won First place at 
the 2010 Wisconsin State Fair, 
and is our new lave. ON SALE: 

$a.99/lb 

• HOT SAUCE 
SPECIALS: Pickapeppa, 

Garlic Cayenne, Per-Peri. Haiti 
is Hot. Crazy Uncle Jester, and 
more. ON SALE $ 1.99! 



C Iiteese trader s 

WINE SELLERS 


U86 Willi ston Rd„ $ 0 . Bnrlinglon NT 05403 

(Best to the Alpine Shop) 

802 . 863.0143 

Wi.5.0n@cheeseWers.ee.. 

Open 7 dayi lOem-Tpm 


Hydro Flask 

The BEST water bottle ever! 
WHY? 

COLD HOT 

stays cold stays hot 

24 HOURS ^ 12 HOURS 

Vacuum Available in 

Insulated | jl 12.18.21. 


24. 40 S 64 oz 




WED 7/25 JAMIE KBIT BAND 7PM 
DJCRE8WPM 
DJ MIXX 11PM 

THU 7/26 CORBIN MARSH BAND 7PM 

DJA-D0G 10PM /DJCRE8 10PM 
SAT 7/28 SARAH STICKLE 5PM 
DJ RAUL 6PM 
ZACK DUPONT 6PM 
OTIS GROVE 8PM 
DJ STAVROS 10PM / DJ A-OOG 11PM 
SUN 7/29 AMIDA BOURBON PROJECT 7PM 
D JAY BARON 10PM 

MON 7/30 THE HARDSCRABBLE HOUNDS 7PM 
INDU5TRYNKHT FT. ROBBIE J 10PM 
TUE 7/31 GABE JAR RETT TRIO 7PM 
CRAIG MITOiaLtPM 
DJ FRANK GRYMESUPM 

a oootsf •X59-XW •redsqparevfxTwi 
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Free- Motor Promotion ' 

Save up to $500 on Elite Retractable Awnings 

Call for a Free Estimate & Consultation I (802) 864-3009 
OtterCreekAwnings.com | Visit Our Williston Showroom on S. Brownell Rd 



The Curative Power of. 
MeaningRihUteA^JI 


Thirtcj Thousand \faij5 a\ 

August 3-5. 2012 Conference <f ^ 

Burlington, Vermont 

"Six authors, twelve workshops, music, 
film, poetry and more" 

www.thirtythousanddays.org/events 


Japanese Psychology 


Psychology 

Spirituality 


h ’ P h i I o s o p hy 



everybody knows somebody 

wholovesahonda 


the ^utomadter HONDA 

RTE.7 SHELBURNE, VT I 800.639.8033 I 802.985.8411 I TheAutomasterHonda.com 
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BATTERY PARK 
FREE CONCERT SERIES 

THURSDAYS STARTING AT 6:30PM 


JULY 5TH JULY 12TH JULY 19TH JULY 26TH 

THE BREW BOHIlME BEN TAYLOR ZACH HECKENDORF 

New England based and one of Former lead singer and writer for Forget about his parents, Colorado teen channels Dave Matthews, 

America's bee: Indie-Rock bands. Antigone Rising with her new band he's really good. John Butler, and Donovan Frankenreiter 


please no alcohol or glass containers pointfm.COITl 
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FRIDAY 27 

Folked Up 

Bronwynne Brents folk songs aren't stuck 

spective. sometimes-dark lyrics of lovers 
past in a hauntingly memorable style 

plays Radio Bean on Friday. 


FRIDAY 27-SUNDAY 29 

Treasure Islands 

The third annual Festival of the Islands 

puts Vermont's five island towns on the 

bike — and pick your own adventure from 
a weekend-long lineup of concerts, flea 

pig roast. Road trip! 

SEE CALENDAR LISTING ON PAGE SO 


FRIDAY 27-SUNDAY 29 

All Things Fair 


WEDNESDAY 1 

Strong Suit 





SOVERNET 


Small, individualized, 
creative, fully engaged. 


Burlington College 


summer style. 


Discover what 

Sovernet customers 
already know: 



FAIR GAME open season on Vermont politics by paul heintz = 


No-Show Time for Sorrell 


F air or unfair, the perception is that 
Attorney General bill Sorrell's 
string of high-profile legal losses 
led him to the political fight of 
his life. Now. with a month remaining 
in his Democratic primary race against 
challenger TJ. DONOVAN - the Chittenden 
County state's attorney - Sorrell’s facing 
another perception problem: that his re- 
election campaign is asleep at the switch. 

The latest blow fell over the weekend, 
when Democratic activists and party of- 
ficials declined to bestow the ceremonial 
endorsement of the Democratic State 
Committee on Sorrell, the party’s longest- 
serving statewide officeholder. 

“I think tlie vote was an indication of 
years of frustration on the part of some 
Democratic Party activists, and while it's 
a harsh option, there’s a reason why these 
lands of procedures exist," says MATT LEVIN, 
a Washington County party delegate. "At 
some point people say, 'Enough!' And in 
this case, 12 people did.” 

Practically speaking Sorrell's inability 
to marshal a two-thirds majority of die 
28 party diehards who showed up to the 
Montpelier meeting Saturday morning 
comes with zero consequences: Party 
chairman Jake perkinson says Sorrell 
will have access to die same resources as 
Donovan, who secured the committee’s 
endorsement in May. Oddly, multiple 
candidates can receive the party’s endorse- 
ment; all five Dems in the 2010 gubernato- 
rial primary did. 

But from a messaging perspective, 
die party!, face slap to Sorrell was sig- 
nificant Blasted across the front page of the 
Burlington Free Press Sunday morning was 
the headline, “A Sorrell setback.” And witha 
slow summer month to go be fore the August 
28 primary, the incumbent AG finds himself 
talking about process — not about his 15- 
year recoid or hi s opponent^ shortcomings 
“Frankly, do I wish I got the endorse- 
ment? Yeah. I'm not going to pretend 
otherwise,” Sorrell says. “But the reality is 
we’ve got a strategy. We’re holding to that 
strategy.” 

In the past couple of weeks. Sorrell’s 
campaign appears to have picked up die 
pace. Last Thursday, the AG topped off a 
campaign tour through every county in the 
state with a Burlington City Hall press con- 
ference fea tiffing former governor Howard 
dean, who took a few not-so-veiled swipes 
at Donovan - saying, "there are some in 
diis race that don’t understand what this 

position appeared last February — when 
Donovan, House Speaker shap smith 
(D-Morrisville) and Sen. VINCE illuzzi 


(R-Orleans) began floating their names 
as possible opponents — Sorrell has been 
slow to recognize the peril he faces. From 
the very start, he failed to convince party 
elders to keep his ambitious opponent on 
the sidelines. 

In May, he neglected to petition the 

giving Donovan nn early, helpful talking 
poinL By June, Sorrell had lost six labor- 
union endorsements to his challenger. In 
July, he let Donovan out-fundraise him 
S 130,000 to $93,000. And on Saturday, he 

Democratic candidate has been denied 
since it was established in 2006: the party’s 
unofficial mark of credibility. 


I THINK... PEOPLE 
HAVE BEEN GENERALLY 
PRETTY UNIMPRESSED 

WHAT Bill'S BEEN DOING OR 
mm RUN HIS CAMPAIGN. 

JACK MCCULLOUGH 

"I think the way things have been 

unimpressed by what Bill’s been doing 
or not doing to run his campaign," says 
Washington County Democratic Party 
chairman JACK MCCULLOUGH, who attended 
Saturday's meeting. 

While McCullough says it was Sorrell's 

state committee members to spank the AG. 
the incumbent could likely have explained 
it had he simply shown up — or made a few 
phone calls. Instead, he spent die morning 
marching in a Northeast Kingdom parade. 

Sorrell campaign manager MIKE PIEC 1 AK 
says the reason for the no-show was 
simple: The party didn't notify the cam- 
paign of the meeting until Friday after 
noon. Instead of yanking the candidate off 
the trail Deputy Attorney General Janet 
murnane and Pieciak himself showed up to 
lobby for their boss. 

But Perkinson, the party chairman, 
ain't buyin’ it Given that the party’s list of 
103 committee members, alternates and 
other assorted poobahs were given 10 days 
notice, he says, "It was kind of surprising 
to me that they didn’t know about the 
meeting. 

"I don't think this is Bill Sorrell's fault. 
Bill Sorrell’s a candidate. He’s got a cam- 
paign manager who should be on top of it,” 


Perkinson says. “I think it was just a failure 
on the part of the campaign, in terms of 
keeping their eye on the ball.” 

Sorrell takes issue with that narrative, 
saying "I hit all 14 counties [last week]. If 
that's phoning it in, it’s abig phone call” 

The upside to the chatter, he argues, is 
that, "Quite frankly, it’s possible that this 
just will cause more of my supporters to 
think tills is a serious race and it’s impor- 
tant for diem to vote." 


Buy Union or Buy Local? 

have set the fire at the state committee, but 
it was his use of a nonunion print shop that 
fanned die flames. 

In a letter he sent to Perkinson. the 
party's organized-labor representative, 
JEFF FANNON, wrote, “Different unions have 
differing reasons for their positions on the 
Attorney General race, but on this they 
are united: A candidate who reflects such 
basic insensitivity to a major Democratic 
constituency does not deserve [the party's 
support].” 

Fan noil's letter became a topic of 
discussion last Friday on die liberal blog 
Green Mountain Daily and the focal point 
of the debate the next day in Montpelier. 

Sorrell’s faux pas? He spent $5312 on 
five separate print jobs at Milton's Villanti 
& Sons, which doesn’t use die union bug 
Hi s explanation? It’s a family business; that 
is. his family. Sorrell’s sister's late husband, 
mike villanti, owned the joint, 

“It had nothing to do with being anti- 
union, for heaven's sake. I used to be a 
member of a union!” explains Sorrell, who 
worked as a mason tender during a college 
summer job at Mount Abraham Union 
High School. 

Where should Sorrell have printed the 
pieces, which included a widely distrib- 
uted postcard featuring Dean’s endorse- 
ment? The options are mighty limited. 

Jericho’s First Step Print Shop, a 
member of the Allied Printing Trades 
Council Local 610, is the only union- 
friendly, commercial print shop in the 
state. And that means, come election time, 
plenty of Democratic business for them! 

This cycle alone, according to cam- 
paign finance reports. First Step has 
already brought in $3909 from Gov. peter 
shumlin's reelection campaign, $1810 from 
Donovan, $1684 from State Treasurer 8eth 
pearce, $1579 from state auditor candidate 
DOUG HOFFER and even $201 from Hoffer’s 
labor- friendly Republican rival, Sen. Vince 
Illuzzi. 

Just wait til October. 

"All politicians know and candidates 
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know that if you want the backing from 
unions, the first thing they’re going to look 
for is a union label," says First Step owner 
Mary martelle, who says political work 
"pretty much keeps us going." 

WhileFirst Step'swebsitesays Martelle 
and her husband, Bob, are co-owners of 
the shop. Bob said in an interview that he, 
along with two other workers, is actually 
an employee - and therefore a member 
of the union. His wife, he said, owns 
the place. 

Talk about friendly labor 


jay villanti, who owns the 
Milton print shop patronized 
by Sorrell, argues that politicians' insis- 
tence upon using union printers simply 
drives business out of state. He says he 
pays his 50-odd employees competitive 
wages and does all his work in Vermont. 

According to bob martelle, a "small 
percentage” of First Step's work is 
contracted to out-of-state union shops, 
though he declined to specify how much. 

"It's important that we, as a state, take 
care of people within the state," Villanti 
says. “I think, to a fault, most politicians 
take work out of state because it needs 
to be pri nted at a union shop or it needs to 
be cheaper." 

Indeed, Secretary of State JIM condos 
paid Patriot Signage, a union shop in 
Dayton, Ky., $713 for bumper stickers and 
lapel stickers in May. And Pearce, the state 
treasurer, paid Ozone Park, N.Y.-based 
Innovation Printing & Promotions $1007 
in June for handheld fans featuring her 
campaign's logo 

"I think, as a general rule, you should 
try to spend as much money locally as 
possible - and I think with a lot of things 
we're doing that,” says Pearce campaign 
consultant SAM winship. "But every now 
and then you can't get everything you 
want here, and having the union bug on 

to the campaign to show our commitment 
to organized labor.” 


POLITICS 


Burlington Mayor MIRO WEINBERGER - all 
of whom support the F-35, but none of 
whom showed up. That left the protesters 
protesting, well, a bunch of politicians yet 
to take a public stand on die issue. 

An informal survey, however, revealed 
a striking uniformity': They all hail from 
Dodge City. 

“I haven't taken a position on it," said 
House Speaker Smith. “My feeling is it’s 
going dirough the process that it’s sup- 
posed to go through." 

“It’s a tough issue," agreed 
lite-gov candidate Cassandra 
GEKAS, who was in the middle 
of a conversation with Smith. “I 
diink it’s most important for me tolistea" 

Pearce, whose campaign was busy dis- 
tributing her New York-made fans, said, 
me that's directly 


o the 


's office 




"At this point I haven't taken a posi- 
tion," said Condos, who was chatting with 
Hoffer. 

“I’m very sympathetic," Hoffer offered. 
“But I'm not part o f the decision process." 

How 'bout the AG candidates? Surely 
they'd weigh in. 

“You know, the truth is I haven't for- 
mulated a position yet.” Sorrell said. "I'm 
busy these days and, quite frankly. I’m not 
reading newspapers, so I haven’t really 
focused on this issue." 

“It’s a tough one. I'm looking at one 
of my cousins right now,” Donovan said, 
pointing to the phalanx of protesters. 
“That's michaelmahoney right dierc. Great 
guy'. Good friend of mine. So it's a tough 

Will Donovan take a position before 
the primary election? 

'1 would bet Fm going to be asked to.” 


“Most probably I will." 

You just said yes. Now you're saying 


Party of Who Knows? 

A Vermont Democratic Party fundraiser 
last Thursday at Burlington’s Ethan Allen 
Homestead drew a few uninvited guests: 
about 100 rabble-rousing protesters call- 
ing for die impeachment of george w. 
bush. Ahem, I mean the occupation of 
Wall Street I mean, protesting die basing 
of F-35 planes at the Vermont National 
Guard's Burlington airbase. 

The peacenik noise-haters were 
hoping to hassle the state's congressio- 
nal delegation. Gov. Peter Shumlin and 


“Now I'll say most likely," he said. “You 
know, it's like 1 said. I'm looking at one 
of my cousins right now. It's real to me. I 
get it” ® 


n Listen to Paul Wednesday mornings 
at 7:40 a.m. on WVMT 620 AM. 



I Send Paul an old-fashioned email: 
paul@sevendaysvt.com. 
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local matters 


Gas-Station Owner Skip Vallee: 

Competition Crusher or Creative Capitalist? 


§ 



Plainfield resident Mary Lane complains 
that die new Tim’s feels like “a corpo- 
rate, anyplace-in-America convenience 
store” since Vallee purchased it. 

Plainfield resident Ben Graham is 
more blunt in his assessment “He’s not 
interested in being a part of the commu- 
nity," says Graham. “All he’s interested in 
is sucking money out of it.” 


Adding to some residents' distrust 
of R.L. Vallee is the company's involve- 
ment in fighting another potential 
competitor - Costco, which wants to 
build a large self-serve gas station at its 
Colchester warehouse, about a half mile 
from a Maplefields. Costco first sought 
approval for the station in 2007, but 
abandoned the petition after local gas 
station owners put up a fight. The com- 
pany reapplied in May. 

R-L. Vallee and the owners of a nearby 
Shell station have requested party 


O n May 16, gas-station owner 
Skip Vallee paid $405,000 
at foreclosure auction for a 
filling station along Route 2 
in Plainfield. Many locals expected the 
Red Store convenience store to become 
another outpost in Vallee’s empire of 
Maplefields mini-marts. 

But just weeks later, Vallee put the 
property up for sale widi an asking price 
of $299,000 - far below what he paid 
for it. There was just one catch: A deed 
restriction prohibits the new owners 
from using the property to run a gas 
station, grocery store or convenience 
store. Vallee owns another gas station/ 
convenience store just a half mile away 
in Marshfield — and ostensibly doesn’t 
want a rival station cutting into his 
business. 

With nearly 40 Mobil stations around 
Vermont — many under die Maplefields 
name — SL Albans-based R.L. Vallee Inc. 
is one of the state's largest fiiel dealers. 
Vallee has used shrewd, some say anti- 
competitive business tactics to grow his 
company’s market share. 

But some Plainfield residents say 
Vallee is hurting dieir town by restrict- 
ing future uses of the property. 

“It's difficultenough to get businesses 
to move into a small town, and when you 
saddle them with diis kind of restriction, 
it might really discourage anyone from 
making diat kind of investment," says 
Sarah Albert, who previously served as 
Plainfield's zoning administrator and as 
a member of die planning commission. 

It’s just business, Vallee says of his 
purchase and subsequent sale of the Red 
Store gas station. “If somebody wanted 
to be there, they could have outbid us,” 
he says matter-of-facdy. 

The controversy in Plainfield is 
unfolding just three weeks alter U.S. 
Sen. Bernie Sanders (I-VT) 
asked the Federal Trade 
Commission to investigate 
unusually high gas prices 
in northwestern Vermont 
Throughout the mondi of June, 
Burlington-area gas stations charged 
more for fuel than anywhere else in 
New England — about 27 cents more 
per gallon than in New Hampshire, for 
example. 

Sanders pointed out that four 
Vermont companies — including RL. 
Vallee - control 58 percent of the gas 
stations in Chittenden County. While he 


stopped short of accusing the stations 
of price-fixing, Sanders said in a press 
release last week he believes high gas 
prices have “a lot to do with the non- 
competitive market in which a few com- 
panies are able to dictate prices.” 

Today, a “closed” sign hangs on 
die door at the former Red Store in 
Plainfield. R.L. Vallee has already re- 
moved the two gas pumps and canopy — 
valuable equipment that helps account 
for the lower asking price. The under- 
ground gasoline tank remains. Vallee 
says if the store doesn’t sell, he may put 
in unattended diesel pumps as a comple- 
ment to Tim's Convenience Center, a 
Vallee-owned gas station in neighbor- 
ing Marshfield that cannot accom- 
modate large diesel vehicles. 

Vallee purchased Tim’s 11 
months ago from owners Tim 
and Valarie Roberts, who spent 
17 years building the business 
from a small store and auto- 
repair garage into a much 
larger convenience store 
with a full deli. 

“We weren't look- 
ing to sell, but R.L. 

Vallee came and made 
us an offer we couldn't 
refuse,” says Valarie 
Roberts, who still owns 
die Marshfield Village 
Store widi her husband. 

She says that operating a 
gas station and managing 
so many employees was 
exhausting. She describes 
“drive-offs" when customers 
left without paying for then- 
gas, and the headache of deal- 
ing with state and federal 
regulations applying to gas 
stations. 

Roberts de- 
fends R.L. Vallee, 
saying diat while 
the company may 
not be a mom-and-pop 
operation, it's a Vermont business 
operating on a relatively small 

“They're not a big corpora- 
tion,” says Roberts, who declined to 
say what Vallee paid for Tim’s. “They’ve 
worked hard to get where they are.” 

Though Vallee kept the Tim’s name, 
some customers bemoan what they see 
ns the loss of a beloved local business. 


hh 
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status in die latest Act 250 hearing. 
Vallee argues that Costco's gas pumps 
would be built on sensitive wedands 
and that increased traffic at Costco - 
where congestion is already a problem, 
according to Vallee — would negatively 
affect his gas station. Costco, on the 
other hand, accuses the gas-station 
owners of using the land-use process to 
stifle competition. 

R.L. Vallee was also a party in the 
nearly two-decade batde to build a 
Walmart in SL Albans. Under pressure 
from Vallee and other local merchants, 
Walmart pledged not to put in a gas sta- 
tion or grocery store. Vallee is quick to 
point out, however, that he takes what 
he dishes: His company has faced its 
own share of batdes, and Vallee says 
local zoning makes it tough to permit 
new gas stations in some towns. 

Nicknamed “Gasoline Vallee" by the 
late Seven Days columnist Peter Freyne, 
Vallee is a political player in GOP cir- 
cles. He served as Vermont’s Republican 
National Committeeman between 
1999 and 2004 
and fundraised 
extensively for 
George W. Bush; 
his loyalty earned 
Vallee a two-year 
stint as the U.S. 
ambassador 
Slovakia. 

Vallee be- 
lieves that 
Sanders' crusade 
against high gas 

to political pan- 
dering. He ac- 
cuses Sanders of 
misrepresenting the issue by looking at 
a snapshot of gas prices in Burlington 
radio - than the price fluctuations that 
occur over a period of many months. 

"If you’re Bernie Sanders, how is 
this not politically helpful?" says Vallee. 
“This is a fight that he wants to pick.” 

Last week, the Sanders office put 
out a press release saying diat officials 
at Costco told Sanders the company 
would have sold gasoline at an average 
of 19 cents less per gallon than other 
area companies. Asked about that, 
Vallee quipped in an email to Seven 
Days, “With Costco, I am glad Bernie 
has finally found a multinational he 

Sanders says in an interview that he's 
not for or against Costco, but diat his 
job “is to make sure that people are not 
paying a higher price for a basic neces- 
sity like gas than they should be paying. 

"What Skip Vallee and his friends 
are supposed to believe in is the value of 
competition," Sanders says. 


Sanders notes he’s been working on 
the gas-price issue for years. In a stale 
like Vermont, where people drive great 
distances, prices at die pump have 
an immediate effect on Vermonters' 
pocketbooks. “If they're getting ripped 
off ... it’s a significant economic issue," 
Sanders says. 

Since Sanders took up the drumbeat 
on gas pricing earlier this month, he says 
two things have happened: Wholesale 
prices have shot up all over the country, 
meaning gas-station dealers are now 
paying more for their product At the 
same time, the difference between gas 
prices in Burlington and Middlebury 
has all but disappeared. 

"Maybe it's just a coincidence," says 
Sanders, “or maybe it's by shining alight 
on the fact that there is something very, 
very wrong.” 

Vallee insists his company is com- 
petitive in every market in which it sells 
gasoline. Every morning, his employees 
scope out competitors' prices. After 
learning from a Seven Days article that 
a Middlebury 
gas station was 
undercutting 
a Vallee Mobil 
station, Vallee 
dropped his 
prices more dian 
10 cents. 

“Ultimately, 
markets work," 
Vallee says. 

Back in 
Plainfield, frus- 
trated residents 
trying to 
figure out what, 
if anything diey 
can do to prevent Vallee’s power play at 
the Red Store, described by some resi- 
dents as an “institution” in Plainfield. A 
few locals put offers in on the property 
but were outbid by Vallee. 

Restrictions on deeds — also known 
as covenants - are not uncommon, ac- 
cording to Liam Murphy, a Burlington 
real estate attorney who is not involved 
in the Plainfield transaction; subdivi- 
sions have used similar techniques to 
limit what homeowners can do with 
their property. The courts have struck 
down covenants diat restrict ethnic 
groups from holding property, but those 
rulings wouldn't likely extend to the 
Red Store. 

Calling the move “a fairly creative 
way" to protect one’s business, Murphy 
guesses that the Red Store deed restric- 
tions — if well written — would likely 
hold up in court. 

“Is that good or bad for the commu- 
nity?" Murphy asks. “That’s a difficult 
question to answer." © 
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local matters 


The Other Bed Down: 

Will New Campus Housing Fix 
Burlington’s Rental Problem? 


§ 


A partment vacancies in 
Burlington typically last about 
as long as snowballs in summer. 
That's because the Queen City’s 
vacancy rate rarely rises above 1 percent, 
compared to the S percent indicator of a 
well-balanced market 

But this summer has been different 
according to a number of landlords, in- 
cluding Rick Sharp, an attorney' who owns 
a few city apartments typically leased by 
students. Sharp says vacancy rates are 
uncharacteristically high this summer for 
multi-bedroom rental units. About twice 
as many four-bedroom units are empty 


now than is typically the case, he estimates. 

Sharp’s observation is supported by 
a flurry of apartment ads that recently 
appeared in the classified pages of local 
newspapers. 

And it’s backed by a report issued 
last month from Allen & Brooks, a South 


Burlington-based real estate appraisal 
firm, that suggests demand is no longer 
vastly exceeding supply in Burlington's 
student rental market 

"This market appears to have slowed as 
a result of high rents and competition from 
the 403-bed Redstone Lofts apartments 
at the University of Vermont," the Allen & 
Brooks report observes. It also notes a new 
90-bed dormitory isopening at Champlain 
College this fall. 

Sharp, too, attributes roughly 100 of 200 
empty large apartments to the nine-month 
leases currently being offered at Redstone 
Lofts, which opens next week. Noting 
that owners of rental properties require 
12-month leases. Sharp asks, “Why would 
students want to pay rent for an entire year 
if they're maybe not even going to live in 
Burlington for the summer?” 

Could the availability of 144 brand-new 
college-sanctioned apartments at com- 
petitive rents lead to a permanent soften- 
ing of the student rental market, altering 
Burlington’s historic pattern of too many 
would-be renters chasing too few off- 

Housing specialists say no. Nor do they 
think there's a prospect of much relief for 
noise-weary homeowners in neighbor- 
hoods with high concentrationsof students. 

Doug Neddc, whose Redstone 
Commercial Group developed the new on- 
campus housing project, points out that 
nine-month leases won’t be an opdon after 
this year. Once the fall semester begins late 
next month, he predicts, "die vacancy rate 
for student apartments will be the same as 



last year, which is virtually zero." At most, 
Neddc adds. Redstone Lofts might cause 
Burlington’s overall apartment vacancy 
rate to inch up by half a percentage point 
from its current level of 0.9 percent 

Erhard Mahnke, coordinator of the 
Vermont Affordable Housing Coalition, 
agrees the new student housing will prob- 
ably have a "negligible” impact on the 
expensive rental market in Burlington, 
where landlords typically 
charge $750 per bedroom. 

Redstone Lofts, which is 
charging from $650 to $1150 
per bed depending on die size 
of the unit was fully leased 
weeks prior to its completion. That means 
roughly 60 percent of UVM undergrads 
will be living on campus in the coming ac a- 
dcmic year. Twenty years ago. 55 percent 
lived in apartments owned or leased by 

UVM has added more than 1000 student 
beds over the past decade, not counting 
Redstone Lofts. About 800 students live in 
the University Heights apartments built in 
2006, while another 160 moved into dorms 
on the former Trinity College campus. 


where UVM began housing undergrads in 
2005. A few more live in the Spinner Place 
units built as part of Winooski’s downtown 

Brian Pine, ho using director at the city’s 
Community and Economic Development 
Office, commends the university for open- 
ing these spaces. UVM has also initiated a 
“more collaborative relationship" with the 
city and widi students' neighbors in recent 

But, he adds, the school’s 
administration has not done 
nearly enough to address noise 
and vandalism that, according to 
some longtime Burlingtonians, 

While the percentage of UVM under- 
grads living on campus has risen, the actual 
number of students living off campus 
has jumped, from 3265 in the 1994-1995 
academic year to an estimated 3990 this 
year. That's because UVM’s enrollment 
increased during that period from 7228 to 
10 J94 today. 

And UVM lias no intention of con- 
structing any additional housingunits. “We 



don't believe the time is right to increase 
our goal of housing 60 percent of the un- 
dergraduate population." Tom Gustafson, 

campus life, writes in an email He notes 
that the university currently requires 
first- and second-year students to live on 
campus. Extending that requirement to 
encompass upperclassmen “may affect 
their decision between coming to UVM 

many of which don't have these require- 
ments,” Gustafson explains. 

Anne Brefia, a physician who lives 
with her husband and children on Bradley 
Street, one of the epicenters of student 
revelry, comments. “It’s really unfortunate 
that UVM has that attitude." 

Her children, ages 10 and 12, are rou- 
tinely awakened twice a night - first, 
around 11 p.m. as the Cats begin prowling 
the downtown bars and again around 3 
ajn. when they stumble back to their dens, 
where parties may continue until dawn. 
Noise disturbances originate both with 
“walk-bys" and in specific student houses 
on Bradley Street and adjacent Buell Street, 
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FLOOR MODEL/OVERSTOCK SALE 


UVM’s apparent decision to stick supply of g< 


with the 60-percent-on-campus formula, 
which is enshrined in an agreement 
with the city, contrasts with Champlain 
College's commitment to house all 2000 of 
its undergrads within three years in units 
owned or leased by the school, Champlain 
currently houses 1260 students, and plans 
to add space for another 750 beds. In ad- 
dition to building a set of three dorms be- 
tween Maple and Main streets, the college 
intends to convert the former Eagles Club 
on St. Paul Street and the former Ethan 
Allen Club on College Street into student 
housing 

Housing advocates and beleaguered 
local residents, including Brefta, welcome 
Champlain^ initiative. But they worry 
the college's expanding footprint might 

streets. Brena’s home, foi 
out on the park- 
ing lot of the 
former Ethan 
Allen Club. 

St. Michael’s 
College already 
houses all 2000 
of its undergrads 
on campus. The 
Catholic school 


ticking upward more slowly as 
federal housing programs are cut back. 
Ahliough income from rental apartments 
is virtually recession-proof — and the 

built in recent years - Mahnke cautions 
that "private developers still don’t typi- 
cally build rental housing." 

Mayor Miro Weinberger says in an 
emailed comment that "building more 
student housing that reduces stress on 
residential neighborhoods is a key element 
of my administration's plan for making 
Burlington more affordable and livable” He 
says he will soon take up die issue with new 
UVM president Tom Sullivan. 

Even if UVM decides to shift policy 
and order the construction of hundreds 
more on-campus beds, a decade could 
:ample, looks pass before students are sleeping in them. 

Nedde notes 


Redstone Loft! 
from planning tc 
ribbon cutting 
In the interim 
UVM will con 


adver 




as a benefit for 
prospective stu- 
dents. suggest- 
ing diat living 
in dorms and 
townhouses will 
enable diem to make friends 
and will strengthen the colic 
x of community. 


UVM HAS NO INTENTION 
OF CONSTRUCTING 
ANY ADDITIONAL 
HOUSING UNITS. 


re of the “huge 


in neighborhoods 
where large 
numbers of un- 
dergrads live, says 
Gail Shampnois, 
■sity's student and 
office. One such 
community coalition of 


UVMcouldtakcthesameapproach,snys students and homeowners established 16 


Sarah Carpenter, director of the Vermont 
Housing Finance Agency, which caters to 
low-income residents in search of afford- 
able housing. "Marketed 
housing becor 
college experience,” Carpenter observes. 
“UVM seems not to have done that." 

An earlier Allen & Brooks report 
- released last year - suggested that 
Champlain's new housing could prompt 

slowly and improve dilapidated proper- 
ties. But any such effect is likely 


years ago to air concerns and plan amelio- 
rative actions. The coalition helped start 
. for example, in the 


factors also cited 
assessment from March 2011. 

? factors: growing 


such a 


Dealt 


positive part of the hundreds of UVM students. 

Shampnois says her office has applied 
a variant of the “broken-windows theory" 
that was used successfully to reduce street 
crime in New York. Los Angeles and other 
large cities. The strategy aims to involve 
homeowners in the search for solutions 
while ensuring that even minor violations 
are punished. Renters hosting boisterous 
itervailing parties can be fined more than $300 per 
that Allen & Brooks offense, Shampnois notes. “We've made 
big gains in reducing the number of large 
parties,” she says. 

are luring a But CEDO’s Brian Pine says that stu- 
3 4-year-olds dents can blow off noise summonses with 
to risk of penalties from the university. 
'UVM seniors aren't able to graduate if 
■ fines for overdue books. But if 
the city of Burlington hundreds 


steady number of 24- 
looldng for rental housing And as the local 
economy improves, a larger share of local 
high school or college graduates will likely they 
move out of mom and dad's house to seek you c 
rental housing. Lastly, fewer young adults of dollars in tickets for noise violati 
are buying homes due to an inability to get that has no impact on your graduati 
mortgages, says Ken Sassorossi, director of 
Housing Vermont. 

He and Mahnke also point out that the able for their off-campus behavior."® 
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Real Estate Expert Finds Critical 
Flaw in F-35 Property Value Study 


lVIN J. KELLEY 


A new study by 
Buriington-area 
development agency 
claiming that airport 
has had no effect on home values 
nificantly flawed and should notbe relied 
on,” a local real-estate expert says. 

The Greater Burlington Industrial 
Corporation, which favors deployment 
of the F-35 stealth fighter at Burlington 
International Airport, maintains in a 
22-page report issued last week that 
sale prices of homes "have not been 
adversely impacted” due to their loca- 

The study seemed to undercut a key 
argument made by opponents of basing 
the F-35 at BTVs Air National Guard 
station, namely that noise produced by 
the planes would sharply reduce the 
value of affected residential properties. 

But their findings are faulty, says 
Steve Allen, co-owner of the South 


REAL ESTATE 


Burlington-based real estate ap- 
praisal firm Allen & Brooks. And Soudi 
Burlington city council president 
Rosanne Greco, a leading opponent 
of the F-35, dismisses the report as 
“invalid.” 

The report, which GBIC touts as 
“very comprehensive,” was prepared 
by die nonprofit economic develop- 
ment group's president, Frank Cioffi, 
and two of his colleagues. They are 
described in the report as having 
“collective, vast and accomplished 
economic development and real estate 
experience in northwestern Vermont 
and the state of Vermont.” 

Cioffi said in a follow-up interview 
that he rejects the criticisms made by 
Allen and Greco. GBIC stands by its 
study, Cioffi added, because, he said, 
home sale prices inside the noise zone 
are based on estimates from two inde- 
pendent appraisers. 

“There's nothing wrong with [the 
study],” Cioffi says. 

In drawing its conclusions, the GBIC 
study examined home sales during 
the past 10 years in parts of Winooski 
and South Burlington that experience 
airport-related noise levels in excess of 
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what the federal government defines as 
tolerable. 

The data on which the Winooski 
analysis rests are "extremely small" and 
thus “statistically unreliable,” Allen says. 
In seven of die 10 years studied, no more 
than five residential properties changed 
hands in the Onion City’s high-noise 
zone, Allen notes. 

But the largest apparent flaw in 




the GBIC assessment pertains to its 
interpretation of home sale prices in 
the section of South Burlington clos- 
est to BTV. There, the Federal Aviation 
Administration has agreed to finance 
the purchase of homes from private 
sellers at what amounts to market value 
for a Soudi Burlington home. Over the 
past decade, die FAA has purchased 
about 90 houses in that designated 


e zone Subsequently, 
diey were either demolished or slated 
for demolition. 

Only nine homes in diat area were 
sold to private buyers during the years 
included in the GBIC study. 

The FAA is allocating funds to BTV to 
purchase 14 additional homes inside the 
high- noise zone in die coming year. The 
airport will pay between $250,000 and 
$300,000 for those properties, says Bob 
McEwing, the airport's director of plan- 
ning and development The sale prices 
are based on appraisals of comparably 
sized homes that have sold recendy 
in Chittenden County, widi a focus on 
South Burlington houses that lie outside 
the high-decibel zone, McEwing says. 

The neighborhood around the airport 
has been steadily emptied of residents. 
Vacant lots are now common in the 
zone, as are condemned houses awaiting 
demolition. Some of those properties 
have been vandalized. 

GBIC takes no account of the effect 
of a federal agency offering top dollar 
for homes that would otherwise be un- 
likely to find buyers — even at steeply 
discounted prices. Allen writes in an 
email: “Only sales that were ‘conven- 
tional’ market transactions, sold without 
die influence of the federal buyback 
program, can be considered appropriate 
sales for inclusion in the analyses.” 

Greco adds: “These homes were not 
purchased by individuals for residential 
use despite the airport noise. They were 
purchased under a federal program for 
destruction because of airport noise. 
Using these home sales as evidence 
diat aircraft noise does not affect home 
values is an incredulous argument." 

Allen notes in a disclaimer to his 
critical appraisal of the GBIC report 
diat he owns a home in Winooski that 
would be affected by the increased noise 
expected front the F-35. “I am opposed 
to the F-35 basing because I feel it will 
have a devastating impact on our com- 
munity,” Allen says. 

The city of Burlington and the Air 
National Guard should be eager to 
have a well- documented and objective 
economic study of the impact of airport 
noise on property values, Allen suggests. 
“Ultimately,” he remarks, “they will be 
legally obligated to compensate prop- 
erty owners for damages." © 
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perpetuating indirect cruelty and cruelty 
in the name of tradition [“Whoa, Nellie! 
Essex Equine Got Burned by Unlucky 
Clover, Not Battery Add," June 27], 

I'm sick to death of reading about 
die acceptable abuse of harness-racing 
horses here in Vermont [“Horse Sense,” 
June 27]. On the educational front, I 
have learned that this cancer is more 
rampant in our beautiful state than I 
realized. I was disgusted to read sev- 
eral years back of the supposed animal 
“lover” Peter Langrock breeding and 
racing Standardbreds [“Legal Ease,” 
May 19, 2010]. Now we are applauding 
a man who has been furthering such 
abuse of horses for 40 years? 

Ladies and gendemen, there is a 
revolution happening in backyards 
across our country and the world. We 
are exposing the abuse of such “sports” 
as horse racing, dressage, rodeo, event- 
ing, etc. We are exposing the ignorance 
of traditional management of horses, 
which consistsofnailingmetal to horses’ 
hooves, locking them in small boxes for 
hours and days, and subjecting them to 
our idea of exercise — mindless circles, 
leaping painted sdcks - all done with 
no thought to pain or free will. There 
are alternatives, not for us to choose as 
we see fit, but that are required to keep a 
horse healthy and happy. 

Let’s break the mold of diis dull and 
pain-riddled tradition and learn some- 
thingnew about horses. 

Annie Commonwood 
GRAND ISLE 


NOT ALL ABOUT GENITALS 

In [Poli Psy: “Put the ‘Sex' Back in 
‘Homosexual,’” June 20], Judith 
Levine says the LGBTQ community is 
becoming too mainstream. Her solu- 
tion: Remember that “what makes gay 
people gay is sexual desire." So, she says, 
let's not forget to make die queer civil 
rights movement about sex, because 
that’s what people think about when 
they think “gay." Excuse me? Isn’t this 
the same narrowing of the full human 
experience that we’ve been struggling 
with all along? Representing the huge 
spectrum of queer identity as being 
about what we do with our genitals is 
demeaning and simplistic — the same is 
true of any sexuality or gender, whether 
it’s queer or not 

Being LGBTQ is about sex and geni- 
tals, yes, but it’s also about who I love 
(which is not a euphemism — it’s die 
truth), who I feel comfortable around, 
and how I interact with others. It’s 
about my full experience as a human 
bang. And let's not confuse sex activism 
with queerness, though the two overlap 
and enrich one anodier. 


I applaud Levine for saying that our 
society should be more openhearted 
about sex, and that the LGBTQ com- 
munity should not lose hold of its 
fundamental values as it integrates 
into mainstream culture. But I want to 
be clear that aldiough a fundamental 
value of the queer civil rights movement 
supports liberated sexual relationships, 
being queer cannot and should not be 
reduced to sexual desire. The queer 
civil rights movement, like all other civil 
rights movements, is about embracing 
the full landscapeof humanity. 

Audrey D. Clark 
BURLINGTON 


FREE PRESS NO MORE 

I am sick and tired of the Burlington Free 
Press' recent attempt to hold the news 
hostage from the public on the internet 
[“Not-So-free Press," July 11]. Really, 
BFP? Like you own die news. Grow up! 
Most newspapers at least let you read 
the daily news. BTW, are you still charg- 
ing $195 for an obituary? 

David Morrill 

BURLINGTON 


OUR BACKYARD. 

YOUR BACKYARD 

We appreciate Kathryn Flagg's article 
[“Solar Flare-Up: Six in Charlotte Fight 
the Power," July 11]. The VermontPublic 
Service Board process is broken when 
an affluent town like Charlotte decides 
to drop out because of expense. Gov. 
Shumlin's rush toward renewables is 
raising more than solar flares, as the 
growing protests against and objections 
to industrial wind attest. The legislature 
and die governor have instructed die 
PSB to green light SPEED applications, 
and our beautiful Vermont is beginning 
to look like the states so many migrated 
from! More forethought must be given to 
the placement and size of all renewable- 
energy projects and an evaluation made 
of the economic benefits to the state. 

The cartoon accompanying die 
article implies that die East Charlotte 
neighbors are whiners, but at the mul- 
tiple town meetings, no residents from 
any part of town voiced support of die 
project. If this industrial solar installa- 
tion covering more than 13 acres widi 
metal is approved for a rurally zoned 
agricultural field, just hundreds of 
feet from homes, in a town that has 
invested millions in conservation and 
has strict zoning regulations and a solid 
town plan, no place in Vermont is safe. 
When a project of this magnitude comes 
to your backyard, will you, too, not 
be protesting? 

Peter Ker & Meg Walker 
Steve & Melissa Colvin 
Elizabeth Bassett & John Pane 

CHARLOTTE 




DRIVER EDUCATION CLASSES 

Offered in Essex 

The Precision Driver Training School is 
accepting applications for classes starting 

September 4th & 9th 


BE SOCIAL, 

JOIN THE CLUB! 

Social Clubbers like to go out, shop, meet new 
people and win things — doesn't everyone? 

Sign up to get insider updates about local events, 
deals and contests from Seven Days. 
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T he proposed site for 
the Chittenden County 
Transportation Authority’s long- 

offer few downsides. Spanning St Paul 
Street between Pearl and Cherry streets, 
the bus-exchange site is within the down- 
town business district. Buses entering and 
exiting the center will no longer have to 
cross Church Street. No tax-generating 
property will be lost. And CCTA’s grow- 
ing ridership will finally have an enclosed, 
heated station after a nine -year search. 


But one group deeply regrets the 
choice: preservationists. The proposed site 
would encroach on a grid of trees designed 
by Dan Kiley, one of the most renowned 
landscape architects of the 20th century, 
and a Vermonter. 

Kiley, who lived and worked in 
Charlotte for most of his long career until 
his death in 2004, designed the grounds of 
the Gateway Arch in St. Louis, the Louvre 
in Paris and hundreds of other projects, 
often in collaboration with such iconic 
modernist architects as Eero Saarinen and 


Will the New CCTA 
Transit Center Mar a 
Burlington Landmark? 


BY AMY LILLY 

I.M. Pei. With a steady stream of large, in- 
ternational commissions, he executed rel- 
atively few landscapes in Vermont Aside 
from agroveatthe University of Vermont 
the state’s only remaining Kiley creation is 
the grid of locust trees on St Paul Street 
completed in 1977, which surrounds three 
sides of the Cathedral of the Immaculate 
Conception. The transit center plans call 
for removing the easternmost row of trees, 
some of which are already missing. 

It's not easy to drum up alarm about 
this potential loss, admits devin corn an. 

tor at the Vermont division for historic 
preservation in Montpelier and a modern- 
ism aficionado. Compared with buildings, 
Colman says, “landscapes are just less 
visible to the untrained eye.” lb many, the 
park is "just a bunch of trees in a grid. It’s 
like someone looking at a Jackson Pollock 
painting might see a bunch of splashes on 

As for tile row of trees. Colman says, 
"You could argue it's one row of trees out of 
125; what's the big deal? Part of it is incre- 
mental change. You take off the east edge, 
and one year later you expand around the 
comer. It’s a slippery slope. Once you've 
lost the integrity of the site, it’s harder to 
argue for what’s left." 


Technically, the site is already inter- 
rupted by six waiting huts that the CCTA 
constructed along the east and south bor- 
ders of the church grounds over the past 
year. Those are made mostly of glass, as 
the proposed transit center would be; the 

the park for approaching pedestrians and 
to be "respectful of the architecture,” says 
aaron FRANK, assistant general manager at 
tile CCTA. 

Frank enumerates the challenges that 
CCTA overcame before settling on the site: 
selecting 37 possible sites within a vibrant 

paying consultants S303.174 to design a 
conceptual plan for each site; holding 62 
meetings with every possible stakeholder; 
and narrowing the list of contenders down 
to nine, and then to one, in a process that 
lasted more than a year. 

This was the third try. Two former 
searches for a hub site, run by the city 
rather than CCTA itself, ended in stale- 
mates. In 2001, the Battery Street site now 
occupied by April Cornell was selected - 
only to be rejected in 2003, partly because 
riders preferred a site within the down- 
town business district From 2006 through 

CCTA TRANSIT CENTER » P.22 
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New York Theatre 
Workshop Brings Works 
in Progress to the Hop 


BY KEVIN J. KELLEY 

A mysterious woman with “a walk 
that drives men crazy” is among 
the characters adventuresome 
theatergoers will meet next 
month at Dartmouth College’s Hopkins 
center FOR the ARTS in Hanover, N.H. 

Playwright Dominique Morisseau 
situates this sexy figure in Detroit’s Black 
Bottom neighborhood in 1049 in a jazz-in- 
flected show cal led Paradise If hie. It's one 
of six plays that a Tony-winning New York 

of dramatic reading at the Hop 
starting August 4. Free discus- 
sions with directors, actors 
and playwrights take place j 
the Tuesday prior to each j 
of the Saturday shows, SI 
with the first scheduled s 
for noon on July 3L ' 

The most prominent 
of the productions hatched 
at the Hop by the New York 
Theatre Workshop is Rent, the 
breakout rock musical that 
on Broadway for 12 years. Twi 
recent musicals developed 
by NYTW - Once and 
Peter and the Starcatcher 
- dominated this year's 
Tony awards. 

Despite that artistic 
pedigree, the 39-year-old 
theatrical group based in 
Manhattan's East Village at- 
tracts only “a small core audien 
in Hanover, says Hop publicist 
REBECCA BAILEY. Attendei 
tend to be those who “un- 
derstand what the NYTW 
is all about,” she adds. 

No one should buy one 
of the $13 tickets ($9 for 
students) with the expec- 
tation of seeing a polished, 
smoothly staged production. 

Actors read from scripts that 
have not gone through their final re- 
visions. Bailey points out "The writing’s in 
flux," site notes. And there aren't any sets. 

Still, "it’s exciting to see work in this 
form,” Bailey adds. "It’slike the pleasureof 
watching minor league baseball — which 
rookies have the stuff to make it big?” 

Some audience members who are 
seriously in love with theater will travel 
to New York later this year or early next 
to compare a finished product with what 
they see this summer at the workshop 
stage, Bailey notes. 

This will be the 21st consecutive 
summer that the NYTW has presented 
works in progressatthe Hop."lt’sa respite 
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for us,” explains 

Linda Chapman. Hj I I J i 1 1 J 1 H 
the group's as- 
sociate artistic di- 
rector. “It’s a chance to get away from the 
critics and from prying eyes, and to work 
on new material with artists outside ofour 
daily lives in the city;” Chapman adds that 
Dartmouth and the Hop have been "wel- 
coming hosts.” 

The college's theater department and 
the Hop cover room and board for the 
ing actors, who, Bailey says, 
re often delighted at the op- 
portunity to escape New 
York for three weeks in 
AugusL 

NYTW associates also 

Dartmouth theater majors, 
about a dozen of whom 
remain on campus as part 
of the school’s "sophomore 
summer" program. "The students 
help behind the scenes in a lotof 

ways." Bailey says. 

In return, NYTW staff 
and performers lead semi- 
nars intended to give the 
students an inside view 

In addition to Paradise 
Blue, workshop audiences can 
an evolving version of a show 
about the coming of age of in- 
tellectual Susan Sontag, and 
another focused on the de- 
bates that shaped the draft- 
ing of the U.S. Constitution 
in the 1780s. A 1959 battle 
between New York hyper- 
developer Robert Moses 
and free- Shakespeare- in- 

the-park pioneer Joseph Papp 
serves as the story line for This 
Blessed Plot, which kicks off NYTWs 
Hop season on August 4. ® 


orks In progress at 5 
hree Saturdays: August 


noon on the Tuesdays preceding their 
performances; July 31, August 7 and 14. 
hop.dartmouth.edu 
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Come to our 1 8th Annual 

BENEFIT PLANT SALE! 


SUNDAY, JULY 29 


SPECIAL MEMBERS-ONLY PREVIEW SALE 


REE GARDEN ANNUAL* 


Friends of the 
Horticulture 
Farm 


IIVM Hortiultutal heseoith (enter 
65 been Mountain Drier. SaBurfngton.ohSheitximeRd litre. 7). 
for more information go id inm.hiendsolthehorthnn.org 


Up to (i 
40% Off 

selected items 


wd>. The Annual August Sale in Middlebury 
starts Saturday, August 11th! 

LOCATED NEXT TO OUR WORKSHOP & STORE - UP TO SOS OFF 
MANY ITEMS - ENTER TO WIN A JS00 SHOPPING SPREEI 


ie a Short Drive to hit Your Longest Drive 
at Basin Harhor Golf Club." 

Paul Meunier, POA Golf Professional 

ens are faster than ever at Basin Harhor and the course has nevi 
been in better shape. Come try it for yourself." 


If you haven't played Basin 
Harbor lately, check out the 
new lakeviews on the 15th. 
Just another reason to malic 
the drive to Vergennes. 

Book your lee times lodav! 


STATEO/THEar£S 


CCTA Transit 
Center « K20 

2008. the city went through another 
selection process that focused primarily 
on the cathedral site and a Pearl Street 
site that houses the Vermont Department 
of Labor. When the dty failed to prioritize 
the project, CCTA took over dte search. 

Now that site selection is complete, 
the next stage of the process - mandated 
by the project’s use of federal dollars — is 
the National Environmental Policy Act 
review, which includes an assessment of 
whether the site has the potential to be 
historically significant. CCTA hopes to 
complete the NEPA review by the end of 
November. 

The key NEPA decision falls to a 
historic-preservation officer for the 


the building and then find a landscape ar- 
chitect,'” Colman explains. Kiley, who was 
also an architect, worked closely with the 
cathedral's architect, Edward Larrabce 
Barnes - another modernist master - to 
integrate the aesthetics of building and 
landscape. He chose locusts because their 
height subtly complemented that of the 
church, leaving its central tower to rise 
like a surprise beyond their screen; and 
because their leaves and bark matched the 
structure's green- and brown-glazed brick 
tiles. He arranged the trees in a diagonal 
format, with paths leading to and past the 
church entrances, to foster an experience 
of calm for city pedestrians on their way 
elsewhere. 

"The trees' siting relates to the sur- 
rounding streetscape," says Colman. “I 
think it's a really nice little oasis of land- 


Vermont Agency of 
Transportation, and 
he or site is likely 
to declare the site 
historically sig- 
nificant, says Charles 

and president of the 
Cultural Landscape 
Foundation, a 

Washington. D.C.. 


of i 


apor- 


tant designed land- 
scapes around the 
country. “It's pretty 
much a slam dunk." he 


Colman has sub- 
mitted the Kiley site 
for the foundation’s annual list of at- 
risk landscapes, called Landslide. Says 
Bimbaum. getting on the list “ can lead 
to designation [on the National Register 
of Historic Places, or the more selective 
National Historic Landmark list] and pro- 
tection," though the NEPA reviewer needs 
no such listing to find a site potentially 
historically sign! Scant. 

According to Birnbaum, Kiley is on 
par with Frederick Law Olmsted, the 
other major landscape architect the U.S. 
has produced. While the 19th-century 


IT’S HARDER 
TO ARGUE FOR 


DEVIN COLMAN 


Vermont's biggest 
urban space. The di- 
agonals give a little re- 
spite from the noise of 
the streets. It’s a little 

Colman says the 
CCTA has known 
about the Kiley con- 
nection since 2006. 
when he began bring- 
ing the site's historical 
and cultural signifi- 

Hc believes a NEPA 
finding of historic 
significance is less 
likely to result in an- 
other site search than 

Says Colman, “I would hope for some- 
thing that's maybe scaled down a bit and 
doesn’t remove that line of trees. - ' 

PETER MEYER of RAYCROFT/MEYER 

landscape architecture in Bristol served 
as Riley’s senior designer for the last 14 
years of the latter’s career. Examining the 
CCTA website’s sketches, he comments, 
“The way the trees radiate out — truncat- 
ing the edge and putting a wall up; I know 
Dan would flip over that” 

On the other hand, Meyer adds, 
'Every architect and landsci 


ns ti tuted the practice of designing has things that should be preserved and 


landscapes that looked natural - Vermont 
is lucky to have an example of his work i 
Shelburne farms - Kiley sent the field i 


things whose time has passed. Losing a 
line of trees is unfortunate; I'm not sure 
s the end of the world. I don't know that. 


whole new direction in the 1960s with his just because this is a Dan Kiley design, this 


signature geometric arrangements, which 
gave trees an architectural presence. 

“All of the big landscape architects 
today - Andrea Cochran. Tom Oslund - 
bring a geometry to design that was very buildings that w 
much influenced by Kiley," Birnbaum 

The cathedral site is a small but repre- 
sentative example of Riley’s style. Its sig- 
nificance, notes Colman, also lies in how it 
relates to both the cathedral and the sur- 
rounding city. "It wasn't just a case of 'build 


.•red ground." 

Colman takes a longer view. “When 
you look at those photos of Burlington in 
the 1880s and you sec all those beautiful 
n down — I don't 
it people down the road to think. What 
were they thinking ? They destroyed that 
Kiley landscape for a bus station ?” © 






~r enry TV, Part 1 is one of the 

(__# Bard’s history plays, but at 

M M UNADILLA THEATRE On July 

~JL. -A. 19 - one night before its 
opening — it was quickly turning into a 
near-tragedy. 

The situation unfolded with tile timing 
dramatic arc and suspense of Shakespeare: 
On opening-night eve, three Vermont state 
building inspectors arrived at the Unadilln 
Theatre site in Marshfield requesting 
an evaluation of the newly built second 
theater. At tile conclusion of dieir llth-hour 
visit, the inspecton; presented landowner 
and theater founder bill blachly with a writ- 
ten mandate detailing necessary changes and 
pronounced the building unsafe, thereby 
canceling all performances of Henry IV in the 
space until repairs are made. 

They handed us two pages of things 
we had to change before the show, most 
of it having to do with what we were plan- 
ningfor electricity and things like exits and 
facilities," the 88-year-old Blachly says. “I 
suppose we were naive to diink that we 
could do another theater under the same 
permits as our original, but we've always 
been a seat-of-the-pants business up here, 
and it never really occurred to us." 

Laundry list of repairs in hand - among 
the requirements are electrical, plumbing 
and septic improvements; fire-retardant 
paint; exit signs and emergency exits 
- general contractor Caleb pitkin set to 
work. A neighbor and frequent director at 
Unadilla Theatre, Pitkin had created what 
tom blachly, the director of this production 
and Bill's son, proclaims is a perfect the- 
ater for performing Shakespeare: a black- 
box thrust stage that mimics traditional 
Shakespearean performance designs. 
Despite his small theater's rural setting 
Bill Blachly had long wanted to expand its 
repertoire, and he saw a new building as a 
perfect solution. (Gilbert & Sullivan's The 
Yeomen of the Guard is playing alongside 
Henry IV in the original, bamlike theater.) 

"We wanted to be able to do a greater 
variety of things," Bill Blachly explains. 
"Our musicals are very successful, but 
there are a lot of less popular pieces that 1 
really want to da This was an opportunity 
to try some tiling different" 

Or, as Tom Blachly puts it, “one stage 
for the moneymaker shows and one stage 
for the cutting-edge and experimental 
theater." 

As the new stage was designed with 
a Shakespearean repertoire in mind, the 
failed inspection was a 
major blow. Still, even with- 

go on The Blachlys located H 
a large tent at Goddard 
College diat was available 
Thursday and Saturday nights and quickly 
shuffled costumes and props to the loca- 
tion just south of Calais. 

On Saturday night only a few extra 
bumps and rustles backstage hinted at 
the disruption caused by a last-minute 


With a New Theater, 
the Shows Go On at 
Unadilla Theatre 


theater swap. A minimal set design eased 

role in a rambunctious and well-rehearsed 
performance. Her ensemble of early-lSth- 
century designs set die scene quite liter- 
ally; huge geometric paisleys and long 
flowing robes executed in rich silks and 
brocades denoted the royals, 
while textures and colorful 
doublets dressed the lowlife 
1 3 | tavern-goers in Eastcheap. 
■■■■i “ I took my cue from artwork. 

but very much based my palette 
on the cost of producing each color or ma- 
terial." says Ellie Blachly - Bill’s daughter. 
“Indigo was a very expensive color to 
produce, so I dressed only the royals in 
blue. Since people expressed status and 
wealth through clothing, I really based my 


costuming on a person's class, rather than 
the importance of their character." 

She made all the shoes in the show, 
too, mosdy because "they’re easy to make 
and impossible to buy" Likewise with 
the Boor-lengdi sleeves and tunics of die 
upper class, although Blachly's heftiest 
achievement — literally - was a Dacron 
“fat suit" made for the portly, drunken 
Falstaff (played by DAVID KLEIN). Measuring 
63 inches around the waist, Falstaff’s gut is 
the frequent butt of Shakespeare's jokes, 
and Klein played his part to perfection 
opposite the sprightly Prince Henry (IAN 
young). Although it's part of Shakespeare's 
tetralogy chronicling three British rulers, 
Henry IV, Part 1 feels more like a comedic 
variety show dian a historical drama. If 
the dialogue among the royals feels stilted 
at times, it only serves to heighten the 


comedy of bawdy tavern dwellers Falstaff 
and his seedy entourage. 

In a phone call on Monday afternoon. 
Bill Blachly reports the play will hence- 
forth be performed at the new theater, 
after all, thanks to a patron’s large dona- 
tion. The contribution sped up a process 
that he anticipated would be "a long go." 
dependent on raising additional funds. 

"I don't know when - or if — the state 
inspectors will come back, but we are 
definitely going to be at the new theater on 
Thursday," Blachly vows. 

Although cast and crew adjusted nicely 
to the tent at Goddard, the improvised 
proscenium stage was not the same as a 
traditional thrust stage for performing 
Shakespeare, notes Tom Blachly. 

“It was a dream come true directing the 
dress rehearsals in the new space before it 
was closed down,” he says. “It really is an 
incredible place for Shakespeare, and for 
the more cutting-edge theater we have in 
mind for it” 

Bill Blachly remains undeterred by the 
delayed opening weekend; after all, this 


OUR MUSICALS ARE 
VERYSUCCESSFUL, 

BUT THERE ABE A IDT OF 
LESSPOPULAR PIECES THATI 
REALLY WANT TO DO. 

BILL BLACHLY 


isn’t the first time he's reinvented a project 
to suit his needs. The current site of both 
Unadilla theaters stands on what was once 
Blachly’s dairy farm. 

"I milked cows here from 1956 to 1984; 
then, when the cow business fell apart, 
we looked for something else to do and 
decided to turn the bam into a theater." he 

Blachly's dramatic enterprise has 
stayed consistently in the black for the past 
27 years, so he envisioned a similarly self- 
supporting model for the new stage, he 
says. The choice to build another theater 
in a decidedly rural location may seem 
curious, but Blachly's son says it's in char- 
acter for his father. 

“It’s amazing that, at 88 years old, he’s 
still thinking about new theaters,” Tom 
Blachly says. “He never stops, but this is 
what he wants to do. He wouldn't be happy 
if he didn't have a project” ® 


B Henry IV Part i. Thursday through 
Saturday. July 26-28 and August 2-4. 
7:30p.m. at UnadillaTheatn? in Marshfield. 
S20. Reservations, 456-8968 or unadilla® 
pshift com. unadilla.org 
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Building Character and Reckoning 
With the Force at a Star Wars Exhibit 


BY PAMELA POLSTON 

I didn't know I wanted to be a fighter pilot That is, not 
until I went to see “Star Wars Identities" in Montreal 
last Saturday. Choosing an occupation was just one of exhibit invites you 


I the decisions that I, my four male companio 
eluding two 9-year-old boys - and a horde 
of other participants made as we created 
our own characters in this ambitious tour- I 
ingcxhibiL Part spectacle and part infotain- I 
merit. “Identities” is also a high-concept, | 
high-tech morality meter. 

The interactive exhibit presents a fas- 
cinating behind-the-scenes look at the 
characters, costumes, sets and production 
arcana of George Lucas’ crazy-popular 
film series. Like, did you know that Yoda’s 
eyes were modeled on those of Albert 
Einstein? That Lucas considered making 
Luke Skywalker a female (and then just 
added Princess Leia to the story)? That the 
filmmaker modeled Chewbacca after his 
own shaggy dog? That the shape of Han 
Solo’s Millennium Falcon was inspired by a 
humble hamburger? 

Walking through the maze of displays 

- which make two hours fly at warp speed 

- you encounter such familiar sights as 
the actual Darth Vadcr outfit, Anakin 
Skywalker’s Podracer and models of the 
bizarre creatures that populate Tatooine and other pi anets. 

Even those who may have pooh-poohed the films' bellicose know the Togruta are from Shili; I liked Naboo better, OK?) 


CULTURE 


MAKING 
YOURSELF 
INTO A 
FANTASTICAL 
BEING IS JUST 
PLAIN FUN... 


ion, but “Star Wars Identities" has another, rather 
Asking, “What forces shape you?" the 
not only to invent a character but to 
mtially. what you're madeof. The choices you 
are asked to make, and the Yoda-esque lessons 
along the way, come this close to preachiness 
— Star Wars is, after all, a classic story of 
good versus evil. But there’s no denying that 
making yourself into a fantastical being is just 
plain fun. with or without any "meta" musing 
Plus. George Lucas has clearly grasped the 
self-centricity of humans - and, apparently, 
of all those other creatures in his universe. 
The show cleverly and immediately 

enticing them to "discover the hero inside 
yourself." When you enter the exhibit at the 
Science Centre on Montreal’s waterfront 
you're given a headset for the sound portions 
of the show — it automatically picks up when 
you step in front of informative displays - 
and an electronic bracelet with which you can 
scan your answers to some surprisingly prob- 
ing multiple-choice questions at 10 different 
stations. 

But first you register your name (mine: 
Xania) and choose your gender (female); your 
race from a Star Wars assortment (Togruta); 
and your planet of origin (Naboo). (And yes, zealou 




at least the cult of adoringStar Wars geeks, ca 


is you pass through the exhibit, other stations request such 


Star Wars trilogy (who died in March). Captivating edu- 
cational presentations on genetics, neurobiology, robotics 
and more. Example after example of the Lucasfilm crew's 
creative genius. 


reveal at the end, which I'm not going to spoil here. Let’s just 
say my avatar is awesome. 

Later, over lunch at a French cafe, I asked 9-year-old Ben 


Passively witnessing all this would be worth die price and Andrei what they liked best about "Star Wars Identities." 



Both agreed that maldngyour own character was really cool 
(They both became Jedi knights.) The boys also liked the 
technology, especially the bracelets. 'TPs like a force field!” 
observed Andrei. And what did the exhibit teach us? 

"Hi trust your instincts,” said Andrei. 

“The good and evil stuff - to make the right choices." 
offered Ben. Then diey fell into a discussion of which 
movies in the series they preferred. The grown-ups chose 
to consider instead the merits of our lunches. 

No question, though, that the Force remained with us, 
at least for the rest of the day. ® 


B 'Star Wars Identities." dally through September 16 at the 
Montreal Science Centre. It's advisable to buy tickets 


$13.50/20/23 (family S63). Note: Bringing your lightsaberor 

other replica weapons is forbidden, montrealsciencecentre. 

com/exhibitions/star-wars-identitles.htirt 

For more infoabout the exhibition visit slarwarsidentities.com. 
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Tour of Duty 


T he intersection of Church and 
Main streets is Burlington's 
epicenter of late-night activity. 
Not surprisingly, it's also the 
primary zone for taxi seekers to hook up 
with cabbies for their rides home. 

In addition, there’s a lesser taxi hub 
a few blocks to the north - on Pearl 
Street, at the divide of North and South 
Winooski. This comer boasts a trio of 
bars: the Other Place, Radio Bean and 
a recent addition — the relocated Three 
Needs. The ambience of this cluster is 
decidedly different from that of Church 
Street: less tony, a more local, laid- 
back clientele. Some might call it a 
hippie vibe. 

On a late Saturday evening, way 
past last call, I took a spin down 
Pearl hoping to snag one last strag- 
gler and call it a night Sure enough, 
two young men hailed me from the 
sidewalk just down from Three Needs. 
Both sported blond buzz cuts, an atypi- 
cal look for this easygoing town. One 
climbed into the rear seat, the other took 
shotgun. 

My seatmate said, "Sir, we need to get 
to Motel 6. Do you know where that's 
at?” 

“I sure do, my brother,” I replied. 
“And what brings you boys to town?" 
“Sorry, did you say something?" the 
§ guy asked, holding up a hand to cup his 
g left ear. “I can't hear too good, and that's 
> a whole story.” 

§ Immediately I flashed on war injury. 
| Buzz cut aside, this man sitting beside 
me had it written all over him. At 3 in the 
morning, he appeared wired tight, ready 


to burst — miles from a devil-may-care 
twentysomething. My intuition told me 
he was troubled, maybe even in crisis. I 
shifted my tone accordingly. 

As we slowly ascended the Pearl 
Street hill, I asked, a little louder 
but gently, “What happened to your 
hearing?" 

“We just got back from a tour in 
Afghanistan. This was my third, Brian’s 
second. We were serving in Kandahar, 
near the Pakistan border. An RPG took 
out a tank I was standing near, and my 
ears are still ringing." 


“Are you guys friends?” 

Brian said, “We sure are. Me and 
Todd grew up in the same small town 
in Nebraska. We enlisted together, right 
out ofhigh school.” 

“Whatcha doing up in Vermont?" 

“Well, before this last deployment," 
Brian explained, “we had a day before 
we had to fly out of Boston, so we drove 
up here. We had an awesome time, so we 
figured we'd try it again before we flew 
back home. The women here are great, 
real natural-like." 

“I hear you, brother," I agreed, though 
it’s been 30 years since I’ve done any run- 
ning after women. I’m not sure I’d remem- 
ber what to do if I caught one. Still, in the 
spirit of male camaraderie, I added, "They 


don’t call it ‘Girlington’ for nothing.” 

“I don’t know about that," Todd said, 
and not in a lighthearted way. “Like, in 
the bar, I start talking to some girl. She 
asks what do you do, and I tell her I blow 
things up and kill people, and she just 
kind of walks away." 

His friend in the back said, “'Ibdd 
here is kind of intense I think he'll chill 
once we get back to Nebraska." 

Todd barely reacted to Brian's com- 
ment He seemed intensely present in 
one way, but, in another, a million miles 
away. Though I was more than twice 


his age, I had no frame of reference to 
relate to his experience: I was just young 
enough to miss call-up for the Vietnam 
War, an instance of dumb luck for which 
I am forever grateftil. The truth is, I 
know I'm not the kind of soul who could 
survive combat. Christ, I'm traumatized 
for days when I accidentally run over a 
squirrel. 

“How long was this last four?" I 
asked. “I mean, do you get leave much?” 

“Yeah, right," Todd replied. “We've 
been there since last August, nonstop. 
Don't get me wrong. This is the best time 
I’ve had in my life, being in the military. 
I’d go back in a heartbeat, if they let me. 
But they told me I’ve done my part and 
my service is over now.” 


In the rearview mirror, I saw Brian 
nodding his head, his lips tight. I got the 
feeling he was looking out for Todd, that 
he understo<xi the precariousness of his 
buddy's state of mind. 

I remember the 1970 Edwin Starr No. 
1 hit song “War” with the chorus, “War 
/ What is it good for? / Absolutely noth- 
ing." I suppose I would have willingly 
fought in my dad's war — the one against 
the Nazis - or in the Civil War, on the 
Union side to end slavery. On this sub- 
ject Fm conflicted: the morality remains 
hazy. It just feels like, for humankind as 
a species - in 2012 , for God’s sake 
- it’s far too late in the game to 
perpetuate the bloodshed. 

At the Motel 6, Brian paid me 
the fare while Todd remained in 
his seat I almost said, “Thank 
you for your service," but caught 
myself. The words and the senti- 
ment just seemed inadequate and trite. 
Instead, I looked directly at Todd, whose 
blue eyes expressed the panic of a deer 
in headlights. I said, “Take care of your- 
self, son. Now’s the time, back with your 
family in Nebraska. You’ve earned it.” 

Todd gave a slight nod, though 1 
couldn’t tell if my words meant any- 
thing to him. And why should they? At 
this point, he remained on high alert - 
finger on the trigger, ready for the next 
assault. © 
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Dear Cecil, 

Why is the letter Z, specifi- 
cally, associated with sleep- 
ing? It seems silly to have a 
letter correspond with sleep 
at all, but even sillier that 
we don't do this with any 
other action. You don't hear 
being awake referred to as 
"catching some As." 

Ethan Reber 

S orry to go off on a 
tangent, Ethan, but 
you know what they 
call sleeping in the 
UK? Catching some zeds. I get 
this from my assistant Fierra, 
who delightfully proclaims 
her Britishness every time she 
opens her mouth. 

Z isn't associated widi 
sleeping, specifically, but 
rather widi snoring. You may 
be one of die fortunate few 
having no personal acquain- 
tance with this phenomenon. 
1 don't have much familiarity 
with it either, but mosdy be- 
cause I'm asleep when I do it 
Ms. Adams tells me Z doesn’t 
adequately convey the experi- 
ence, which she says is like 
hearing a drowning man being 
eaten by a squid. Considering 
that a realistic representation 
would be something like gasp- 
choke-grunt-chew-smack, I 
think we can agree a simple Z is 
good enough. 

Z as shorthand for snoring is 
a relatively recent invention. It 


came into common use with die 
advent of comics. 

Figuring diis out took a 
while. The Oxford English 
Dictionary wasn’t much help. It 
credits the first use of Z to sig- 
nify buzzing to Henry Thoreau, 
who in 1852 wrote, “The dry 
z-ing of the locust is heard.” 
However, die first use of “z-z- 
z" to represent snoring given in 
the OED is from a 1924 publica- 
tion by the American Dialect 
Society, implying it was in 
popular use some time before. 

Once again, my assistant 
Una stepped into the breach. 
Searching for the letter Z in 
the world’s databases turned 


up a considerable number of 
false positives, but by and by 
she found an instance of Z = 
snoring in die humor section of 
the January 1919 Boy’s Life, the 
Boy Scout magazine. Pushing 
on, she found the “Krazy Kat” 
comic strip of May 28, 1916, in 
which a sleeping bear emitting 
Z’s is awakened when Ignatz 
the mouse playfully chucks a 
rock at its head. 

It soon became clear comics 
were the principal Z vector. In 
the “Katzen jammer Kids" strip 
of February 16, 1913, the sleep- 
ing Captain is generating b-z- 
z-z s and z-z-z s prior to having 
his rocking chair pulled over 
backwards by the disrespectful 
Kids opening the door. 

In the November 17, 1907, 
edition of the comic strip “The 


| Fineheimer Twins," a blatant 
g “Katzenjammer” knockoff, 
| Una found a peg-legged man 
° producing a whole alphabet of 
sounds while sleeping, includ- 
ing “g-r-r-k-k-k-k," “z-z-z-e-r-r- 
k-k-k-k” and plain old “z-z-z,” 
until a fishbowl is upended on 

But the ur-instance of Z, or 
at least the earliest that's come 
to light, was turned up by Sam 
Clemens of the Straight Dope 
Science Advisory Board. It was 
again from the "Katzenjammer 
Kids”, and again featured the 
snoring Captain, (his time sus- 
pended in a hammock unaware 
he's inventing an enduring 
comic strip trope. The unim- 
pressed Kids trim his beard 
with a push mower, then end 
further Z-ifying by cutting the 
hammock’s ropes. Date of these 
epochal events: August 2, 1903. 

Wanting to be certain there'd 
been no prior usage, and more 
important hoping to outdo 
Sam, Una spent several week- 
ends searching through thou- 
sands of turn-of-the-century 
comics, many available only on 
microfilm of old newspapers. 
Immersing herself in far more 
1890s pop ephemera than was 
probably safe, and getting 
briefly distracted by the implied 
lesbianism of the 1905 strip 
“Lucy and Sophie Say Good 
Bye,” she discovered other rep- 
resentations of snoring such as 
“ur-r-r-awk,” musical notes and 
stars. But she was obliged to 
conclude that “Katzenjammer 
Kids" creator Rudolph Dirks, 
who drew the comic until 1912, 



was the first to depict snoring 
widi Zs. 

Were Rudy still around we 
might X, Y Z? Surely he’d say: It 
was simple and it didn’t crowd 
the panel. 

Still, where did Z come from? 
Given Dirks' German birth and 
the heavy German accents of 
the “Katzenjammer” charac- 
ters, one might think it was of 
German origin. However, Una 
was unable to find any German 
uses before 1903. 

That raised die question of 
how snoring is represented in 
other cultures. Una discovered 
the following: 

• Germans use “chrrr,” which 
considering the typical 
German pronunciations of 
ch and r — i.e., you sound 
like you’re getting ready 

to use the spittoon — is a 
lot closer to snoring tha n 

• The French, who also 
favor a sonically rich 
r, use “rrroooo,” “rrr,” 

The Spanish likewise use 
“rooooon.” 

• The Japanese use 
characters that 
transliterate as “guu guu," 
while speakers of Mandarin 
Chinese use characters 
sounding like “hu lu.” 

• Finns use “kroohpyyh,” g 

which I'm guessinggives a g 

hint of what I sound like. $ 
Too much to remember? 5 

Macht’s nichts. Z, like so many S 
other effusions of American 
pop culture, is in common use 
worldwide. 
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Culture Club 

A2VT introduce African hip-hop to Vermont by dan bolles 



O n a recent Saturday afternoon in July, local hip-hop 
trio A2VT are rehearsing for an upcoming concert at 
Studio A on North Winooski Avenue in Burlington's 
Old North End. The band's three members and a 
guest percussionist wait onstage, visibly eager to begin, as David 
Cooper preps the sound system. Said Bulle leans in to his micro- 
phone, which has justshorted out 

“Uncle Dave," he calls out to Cooper, still speaking into his 
dead mic. "It’s not working.” 

“Yup. I know," replies a harried Cooper from the sound booth 
at the back of the hall. "I’m on it.” 

Bulle taps the mic and grins. "I hope so, Uncle Dave,” he teases, 
his Somali accent bending the last word in singsong fashion. 

A few minutes later, sound quirks ironed out, the bombastic 
strains of the band’s self-titled theme song, "A2VT," fill the hall 
as they begin practicing. But this is no ordinary rehearsal. 
Scattered around the room are about 30 members of a Somali 
refugee soccer team from Portland, Maine, who happen to be 


the team, all clad in bright-yellow jerseys, flood die dance floor, 
gyrating and stomping with gleeful abandon. For the next two 
hours, this is less a rehearsal than an all-out dance party. Then 
again, given die infectious rhythms and hooks found on the 
band's debut album, Africa, Vermont, it may be good practice: 
There’s a strong chance A2VT’s CD release party this Friday, 
July 27, will be more of a hip-hop dance part)’ than is your typical 
concert at Studio A. 

A2VT, meaning Africa to Vermont, is composed of three 
African refugees who now live in Winooski: Bulle, George 
Mnyonge and Cadoux Fanoy. Each moved to Vermont as a teen- 
ager — Bulle from Somalia and Kenya, Mnyonge from a refugee 
camp in Tanzania, and Fanoy from the Democratic Republic of 
Congo. Brought together by music, they represent the youthful 
face of an increasingly diverse African refugee community in 
Vermont. The trio's debut album is an electric and multilingual 
mix of African and Western beats, flows and melo- 
dies. It reflects the young men’s varied expe- 



Bulle, 23, remembers the exact day he arrived 
in the Green Mountains: September 23, 2004. “You 
remember when somediing like this happens," he says, 
displaying a scar on his arm. Barely in die country for 
24 hours, Bulle was riding a bicycle in Burlington. Most 
American bikes have the front brake on the left handle. 
In Africa, the front brake is on the right. 

“I was going down a hill, and Iconftised die brakes,” 
he says, making an end-over-end modon with his 
hands. “I used the front one." 

“That happened to me, too!” says Mnyonge, his 
shoulder-length dreadlocks swaying as he chuckles. 

Bicycle brakes are just one of countless cultural dif- 
ferences that Bulle, Mnyonge and Fanoy have had to 
navigate since their arrival in the US. 

"Life in Africa is a lot different than life in America,” 
Bulle understates. 

As an example, he cites the rules involved with driv- 
ing a cal' in the U.S. — getting a driver's license, buying 
insurance. "In Africa, all you have to do is put gas in the 
car and go,” he says. 

Food — and its relative scarcity — is another pro- 
found difference, according to Bulle. He says lack 


“This guy came up to me and said he’d been wait- 
ing for die bus for an hour and it was really cold out, 
and could I give him a ride into town," Cooper recalls. 
During the ride, the two connected over a shared in- 
terest in music. At the time, Cooper was producing a 
CD for a New York friend, Amy Coleman, who wanted 
to give a world-music treatment to one of her songs. 
Cooper soon invited Mnyonge and Bulle, who’d made 
friends while attendingBurlington High School, to the 
studio to add vocals to the track. “They were hooked 
after diat,” he says. 

Around the same time, Bulle and Mnyonge met 
anodier refugee, Fanoy, at BHS and introduced him to 
Cooper. The threesome began writingmaterial together, 
with Cooper's help, and in 2009, A2VT was born. 

Cooper works with several local refugee acts, but 
A2VT are the first to release a proper album. 

“Ifyou told me, when I moved to Vermont from New 
York, I would be working with mostly African musi- 
cians, I would not have believed it," says Cooper. “But 
most of die clients I work with are young and from the 
refugee community." 


Edgar says that African hip-hop, like much of 
A2VTs music, is generally more upbeat and catchy 
than its Western counterpart. "It tends to be more 
poppy in terms of melody and beats,” he explains. "And 
I definitely hear that in A2VT. It’s in keeping with a lot 
of African hip-hop I've heard recendv.” 

Specifically, Edgar compares A2VT to Senegalese 
rap trio Daara J. "A2VT remind me a lot of diem,” he 
says. He also hears similarities to a rising Malian artist, 
Mokobe, and to the groundswell of music coming out of 
Tanzania and Kenya. “Hip-hop in East Africa is really 
exploding" Edgar says. 

A2VT’s music is “written in several languages, with 
acoustic African hand drums, and samples and loops," 
Cooper says. “It’s really eclectic. But, like die [album's] 
title says, it’s Africa, Vermont. So it's die crashing to- 
gether of cultures and what’s produced through that 
It’s uniquely Vermont, because of die situation of 
African immigrants here. So this is what it looks like 
when diose cultures come together." 

That’s true not only in the larger sense, but in the 
way each writer expresses himself and relates his per- 


You come to a new country, and everything is different. 

There are new rules, but no one tells you what they are. 


of food and water, coupled with rampant poverty, 
resulted in widespread violence in his native town of 
Jilib in Somalia. 

"A lot of people get shot,” he says. "People kill each 
other for food all the time. But then one family kills 
someone, so the other family kills one of theirs, and it 


Mnyonge, 22, who emigrated in 2007, recalls 
similar struggles with drought, famine and violence 
in Tanzania. He remembers elderly women walking 
miles to fetch water in 20-liter jugs, which they carried 
on their heads. 

’They'd go six or seven times a day” he says. 

While basic necessities are readily available to refu- 
gees in Vermont, their efforts to fit into a completely 
foreign world still occasion immense culture shock. 

"But if you build a drum, you've gotta learn how 
to play it, right?" says Bulle. “You choose to 
come to the United States; you're learn- 
ing a new life, a new culture, new rules,” 
he goes on. “So I learned how to play 
the 

Cooper, who moved to Vermont 
from New York City in 2007, has 
helped Bulle and the rest of A2VT 
learn to play the metaphorical 
drum. “Uncle Dave," as the band 
refers to him, has become something of a mentor to 
the band members, in addition to engineering and 
producing their record from his home studio in the 
Old North End. 

Cooper met Mnyonge in February 2008. He was 
leaving the Department of Motor Vehicles after regis- 
tering his car when Mnyonge npproached him from a 
bus stop. 


Cooper adds that, because of financial constraints, 
most of the refugee artists bring tracks by other art- 
ists to rap or sing over - the mix-tape model - which 
is how A2VT started. But a grant from the Vermont 
Community Foundation allowed them to hire a few 
local musicians, including Ken French and Linda 
Bassick. The backing material on the band’s debut 
album is all original, except for three songs written by 
Cooper's old New York City band, 46bliss. These were 
completely remixed as new A2VT tunes. 

A2VT’s members name a few American artists as 
influences, among them rappers Akon and T-Pain, and 
their music reveals other Western influences — includ- 
ing the liberal use of Auto-Tune on a few tracks and 
a nod to dubstep. But die band doesn’t stray far from 
its African roots. Specifically, Mnyonge cites Nigerian 
twin rappers P- Square as an inspiration. 

Cooper, whose own background is in rock and 
electronic music, explains that the members of A2VT 
“would bring music in for me to listen to, and then it 
would all land of go into a big pot.” Producing hip-hop 
and world music is new territory for him. When asked 
to describe a genre where the band fits, Cooper admits 
he’s not sure. 

“Someone called it urban global, which I lilted,” 
he says. “It’s not quite hip-hop, and it’s not quite pop. 
It’s world music, but not strictly so. It crosses a lot of 
boundaries.” 

Jacob Edgar, the founder of Charlotte-based 
world-music label Cumbancha, regularly travels 
the globe searching for cutting-edge new music. He 
reports a surge in hip-hop from Africa: “It's abigmove- 
ment across the continent, and there are a lot of differ- 


sonal cultural experiences in the context of the band. 

"Our stories are really different, but also similar 
in some ways. So when they come togedier, it's really 
interesting,” says Fanoy. “We’ll talk about one topic in a 
song, but in three different ways.” 

Because the band writes in at least five languages, 
translations of the lyrics are sometimes difficult to 
divine. For example, the Somali dialect Mai-Mai is 
strictly oral, and numerous phrases don’t have literal 
English translations. 

“There are certain tilings I can say in Mai-Mai that I 
can't say in English, because they don't really mean the 
same thing,” Bulle says. 

Further complicating matters, sometimes the band 
will sing and rap in an English-African - and occasion- 
ally French - hybrid. 

“We call it Mai-Mai-iish, or Swahil-ish,” says 
Cooper, referring to two of die languages the MCs fuse 
with English in their lyrics. 

Still, even without precise translations, it’s clear 
that searching for a sense of home and community is a 
fundamental theme of the record. 

“Here, you live next to your neighbors, and you don't 
even know them,” says Fanoy. “In my town, you know 
everyone, even if they're five miles away from you.” 

Of the three, Fanoy, 21, is perhaps the most concep- 
tual writer. Where the amiable Bulle and the bright- 
eyed Mnyonge, like coundess twentysomethings 
before them, often pen upbeat, love-struck lyrics about 
girls, Fanoy is more brooding and tends to ruminate on 
deeper issues of politics and isolation. 

“My writing style is about making people read be- 
tween die lines," he says, and adds that his approach is 
a product of listening to a lot of Congolese music. 
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"The stories in Congolese music 
are real-life stories," Fanoy says. That 
storytelling aspect is also what drew 
him to Western hip-hop. He says he ini- 
tially patterned himself after Canadian 
rapper and singer Drake, because he 
connected with his storytelling style. “I 
could relate to him," he says. 

Fanoy was bom to a teenage mother, 
literally on the side of the road, as she 
walked from her small Congolese town 
to the nearest city — a journey he says 
takes weeks on foot His father aban- 
doned them before he was born. Fanoy 
says he started writing poetry when he 
came to Vermont as a way to reconcile 
himself to separation from his mother. 

“It helped me understand die pain of 
being away from her,” he says. 

The album’s closing song, “A2VT 
(Epilogue)," is essentially Fanoy's life 
story condensed into 80 seconds. 

“It's pretty much the story of coming 
here, going to high school and trying to 
fit in,” he says. That includes handling 
problems that accompany having a 
black face in a very white community. 

Fanoy says the racial tensions that 
have plagued Burlington High School 
recently were just as prevalent when he 
was there four years ago. 

•There were a lot of fights; a lot of 
people didn't get along," he explains. 
“Some people see all die African refu- 
gees and think we’re just getdng hand- 
outs from die government and we’re 
driving dieir taxes up. What they don't 
see is parents working two jobs to send 
their kids to school, trying to learn a 
new language. There is a lot of misun- 
derstanding, and it's been going on for 

Last month, Fanoy was the target of 
a racially motivated attack in downtown 
Burlington. He says three young men 
approached him and his friends in front 
of a gas station and began using racial 
slurs. Then tilings got physical. 

“It was terrible,” Fanoy says. “There 
is obviously still a lot of work to do.” 

Mnyonge would most likely agree. In 
June, he was stabbed several times at a 
party in Winooski. He declines to com- 
ment on the attack, since legal action 
against his assailant is still pending But 
he says he's recovering welL 

“I’m doing OK," he says. “But it was 
really scary." 

On die album's penultimate track, 
“Bad Boy,” A2VT address the percep- 
tions often associated with being young, 
dark skinned and foreign in Vermont. 

“You come to a new country, and 
everything is different. There are new 
rules, but no one tells you what they 


are,” says Cooper. “That leads to some 
problems.” 

Youth and peer pressure, combined 
widi a desire to fit into new surround- 
ings, can be a volatile recipe for bad 
choices and mistakes. 

“It's a picture,” Bulle says, stress- 
ing that while the song is rooted in the 
musicians’ experiences, it is not stricdy 
autobiographical. "It’s about what you 
see around you.” 

“The story is sort of celebrating this 
■bad boy’ thing," adds Cooper, “but then 
die bookends are ‘Actually, you should 
go to school.’” 

Greg Sharrow is the education direc- 
tor of the Vermont Folklife Center, 

a Middlebury-based organization that 
is sponsoring A2VTs release party and 
has worked on projects, including musi- 
cal ones, with local refugees. He prefers 
not to generalize about African refu- 
gees in Vermont, whom Sharrow says 
number in the thousands and hail from 
many countries and ethnic regions. But 
he says the struggles A2VT have faeed 
are not unusual, especially for young 

“Kids in refugee families are bilin- 
gual and bicultural,” he says. “So you 
have kids who live in one world when 
they walk through the door of their 
parents’ home, and live in another 
when they walk dirough the door of the 
school. And after a kid has been here 
long enough, they integrate into both 
worlds. 

“There are fundamental cultural 
differences and expectations that make 
resetding here an enormous challenge," 
Sharrow continues. As an example, he 
points out that in die Congo, when a 
police officer pulls over a car, the of- 
fending driver is expected to exit the 
vehicle and approach the police car. 
"Imagine what might happen if you do 
dial here," he says. 

Sharrow says he’s not surprised diat 
young refugees would take an interest 
in hip-hop, though he doubts doing so is 
really a way to integrate into American 
culture. Rather, he sees it as a means for 
artists such as A2VT to maintain then- 
cultural identity. 

“Kids, period, are interested in hip- 
hop. It’s not a strategy for assimilation. 
It’s a product of being a young person 
in America," Sharrow suggests. “But 
what I find fascinating about A2VT is 
diat these kids aren't just replicating 
what they hear here; they’re bringing 
in dieir own cultural influences and 
languages and stories. It’s a form of 
music that is of this time and of tills 
place, but also refers back to who they 
are.” © 
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A Flying Leap 

Remembering Vermont's Summer Olympics gold medalist 


V ermont has produced a 
number of Winter Olympics 
gold medalists — from 
Rudand’s Andrea Mead 
Lawrence in 1952 to Norwich's Hannah 
Kearney in 2010 - but, so far, only one 
Green Mountain State athlete has earned 
die top honor at the Summer Games: 
Albert Gutterson. And that was 100 
years ago. Gutterson captured the gold 
medal in the long jump (dien known as 
die broad jump or the tunning broad 
jump) at the 1912 Summer Olympics in 
Stockholm. Yet today he is associated 
more with the University of Vermont 
field house that bears his name than for 
his athledc accomplishments. 

Albert Lovejoy Gutterson 
was born on a farm in Andover, 

Vt„ on August 23. 1887, the K1| 
second of three children of 
Charles Milton Gutterson 
and Rozzie Elizabeth Lovejoy 
Gutterson. He attended the two 
district schools in the Andover 
area, but by 1903, Gutterson 
had exhausted the educational 
opportunities available in these 
one-room schoolhouses. 

That summer, Charles 
Gutterson sold die homestead 
in Andover, which had been in 
die family for nearly a century, 
and moved the family to a farm 
near Springfield so 16-year-old 
Al could enter the high school 
as a freshman. He excelled 
diere as an all-around adilete, 
playing first base, pitcher and 
catcher on the varsity baseball - . 
team, and captaining the var- 1 1 
sity basketball team. He also 
served as class president each j 
of Ills last three years. The 
young Gutterson's greatest 
achievements to date, however, came 
at die Green Mountain Interscholastic 
Athletic Association track meet in 
Claremont, N.H., where Springfield 
competed against teams from both sides 
of the White River. 

In diis first meet, Gutterson tied for 
diird with a jumpof4 feet, 11 inches; the 
next year, he improved to second with a 
jump of 5 feet, 1 inch Elected captain of 
Springfield High School’s track team as 
a junior, Gutterson won die high jump at 
the GMIAA meet with a jump of 5 feet. 


2 inches, and die discus widi a throw of 
84 feet During his senior year, in 1907, 
Gutterson finished diird in the 220-yard 
dash, second in the discus throw (104 
feet) and long jump (20 feet, Vi inch), 
and first in his best event: the high jump. 
Using the scissors technique, he set a 
new GMIAA record of 5 feet, 8 V* indies. 

A fter working a year to save 
money for college, Al Gutterson 
enrolled in the fall of 1908 at die 
University of Vermont. At the time, track 
and field at UVM was far less popular 
than football and, espedally, baseball. 
The previous spring’s baseball team, 


mechanical-engineering student he 
was than a track star, but he earned his 
varsity letter as a freshman. And he was 
the standou t of UVM’s dual meet agains t 
St Lawrence University at Centennial 
Field on May 12, 1909, winning both 
hurdle races and die long jump and 
finishing second in the high jump and 
220 -yard dash. 

Gutterson sprained his ankle during 
that meet and was unable to compete 
at the New England Intercollegiate 
Athletic Association meet but at the fol- 
lowing year’s competition he won first 
place in the long jump widi 23 feet, % 
inch. Elected captain of UVM's track 


- ‘ V 



led by future Boston Red Sox stars Ray 
Collins and Larry Gardner, had been 
New England champions. “Track adilet- 
ics, though established at die university 
not a great deal later than baseball, is 
dependent on the work of a few faidiful 
and enthusiastic men and fails to get die 
universal support that is due this branch 
of college activity," editorialized the 
Vermont Cynic. 

With his blond hair neady parted 
on the side and wearing rimless eye- 
glasses, Gutterson looked more like die 


team as a junior, Gutterson enjoyed 
his best Centennial Field performance 
on April 22, 1911, when he personally 
accounted for 33 of the school's 52.5 
points in a dual-meet loss against the 
University of Maine. 

At die NEIAA meet that year, 
Gutterson was the greatest individual 
point winner, finishing first in die long 
jump (23 feet, 1 % inches) and third 
in the high jump, and breaking the 
low-hurdle record with a time of 24.6 
seconds. His performance incited a 


parade and bonfire dial escalated to a 
near riot in Burlington. "The celebration 
last Saturday night was all that could be 
desired by the most radical freshman, 
but it must be admitted that there was 
some excuse when Vermont shut out 
Dartmouth [in baseball] widi a score of 
10 to 0 and news of Gutterson's won- 
derful track work came over the wire,” 
reported the Cynic. 

Gutterson then won the low hurdles 
and set a new long-jump record (23 
feet, 51/2 inches) at the New England 
Amateur Athletic Union meet in Boston, 
before competing at die AAU's National 
Championship in 
Pittsburgh. There 
I he lost by half a yard 
in die low hurdles 
to New York’s Jack 
Eller, who equaled 
the world record for 
hurdles on a curved 

Again elected 
president of his 
class and reelected 
captain of the track 
| team, the 6-foot- 
1, 190-pound 
Gutterson was a 

UVM campus 
in his senior 
year. But it was 
an Olympic 
► year, and many 
observers pre- 
dicted diat he 
would soon make his 
the world stage 
“Ai. Gutterson is prob- 
ably the best broad juniper 
in die country, being 
consistent at die midway 
between 23 and 24 feel," wrote the Boston 
American. “In competition he lias never 
done himself justice in the broad jump, 
as he lias always been obliged to compete 
in several events, thus detracting from 
each, but though handicapped in this way, 
he has to his credit the best broad jump 
made in 1911.” The article further noted 
that Gutterson had “gine well over 24 
feet on many occasions" at practice, and 
declared him “entitled to a place on the 
[US. Olympic] team." 




G utterson began bis spring season 
on April 27, 1912, by competing 
in the prestigious Penn Relays 
at Franklin Field, a brick, horseshoe- 
shaped stadium that had been built 
in 1903 as the home of the annual 
Army-Navy football game. Until the 
first NCAA national championship 
track-and-field meet in 1921, each event 
at the Penn Relays was considered 
the “Championship of America." On 
a cold and rainy day dial turned the 
field to mud, Gutterson advanced a few 
inches with each of his attempts until 
he set a mark of 24 feet, 5 /g inch on his 
fifth effort, beating the 
second-place finisher by 
more than two feet. 

"The news of 
Gutterson's splendid vic- 
tory at Philadelphia has 
filled the heart of every 
loyal Vermont man with 
joyful pride and awak- 
ened the college to the 
fact that Vermont has a 
track as well as a baseball 
team,” crowed the Cynic. 

In a dual meet against 
Colgate University on 
May 13, Gutterson set 
a new UVM long-jump 
record, but injured his 
heel when he landed in 
Centennial Field’s new jumping pit. It 
prevented him from entering die high 
jump or hurdles during dial meet. The 
injury also kept Gutterson out of the run- 
ning and jumping events at a dual meet 
against Massachusetts Agricultural 
College on June 1, though he did take 
first in the discus throw (106 feet, 3 
inches) and third in the shot put. The 
heel was still bodiering him at the time 
of the U.S. Olympic Trials at Harvard 
Stadium on June 8. “1 was lucky to make 
die 1912 team,” Gutterson said decades 
later to a reporter at a Claremont, N.H. 
newspaper. “I had a sore heel during 
tryouts and barely qualified.” 


At die graduation ceremony on June 
26, UVM president Guy Potter Benton 
announced Gutterson's name as the 
recipient of a BS degree in mechanical 
engineering in absentia. The athlete was 
aboard the SS Finland , en route to die 
Olympic Games in Stockholm. “May he 
bring added glory to the Green and Gold 
and to the Stars and Stripes," Benton 
stated at the commencement podium. 

According to that same Claremont 
newspaper account, on the afternoon of 
Friday, July 12, 1912, as Gutterson lay on 
the rubbing table before his event, he re- 
ceived some advice from the staunchly 
Catholic coach of the 
U.S. Olympic Team, 
Mike Murphy of 
the University of 
Pennsylvania. “Al, get up 
in the air andsay as much 
of the Lord’s Prayer as 
you can and you will 
win,” Murphy advised 
the Congregationalist 
Vermonter. 

It’s not known 
whether Gutterson 
took that advice. But 
minutes later, as straw- 
hatted officials crowded 
around and 30,000 
spectators watched 
from the double-decker 
grandstand, Gutterson sped down die 
runway, cleared the foul line and sailed 
7.6 meters (24 feet, 11 3 A inches), shat- 
tering Frank Irons’ 1908 Olympic record 
and falling only a half inch shy of the 
world record set by Peter O’Connor in 
1901. Though he made five more jumps, 
neither Gutterson nor any of his com- 
petitors was able to improve on his first 
effort. 

Gutterson’s Olympic record endured 
until 1928, when American Edward 
Hamm jumped 25 feet, 4 3 A inches in 
the Amsterdam Games. The current 
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a loyal and active alumnus of UVM, 
succeeding Ray Collins on the board of 
trustees in 1954 and serving through 
1960. In 1961, the UVM Varsity Club 
awarded Gutterson a Varsity Letter in 
Life. 

By that point, UVM athletics had 
fallen on hard times. With no indoor 
ice rink, the school had not fielded an 
ice-hockey team since 1952, and the 
old gymnasium (now the RoyaU Tyler 
Theatre), built in 
, a 1902, was so obsolete 
|| that die basketball 
team had not played 
there since the '30s. 
Along with Larry 
5 Gardner, Albert 
5 Gutterson spear- 
headed UVM's cam- 
paign to construct 
a state-of-the-art 
athletic complex, 
contributing $ 10,000 
from his own pocket 
toward the cause. 
After raising $2.93 
million from donors, 
| with the state of 
Vermont issuing a 
bond for another $2 
million, Gutterson 
wielded the trowel 
when the corner- 
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world record, set by Pennsylvania’s 
Mike Powell in 1991, is 8.95 meters 
almost four feet and five inches longer 
thanGulterson's winning jump. 

When Al Gutterson returned to 
Vermont on August 5 with his gold 
medal - and a laurel wreadi presented 
to him by King Gustav V of Sweden - 
friends and neighbors 
met him at the train 
station in Bellows 
Falls and escorted 
him by automobile 
to Springfield. In the 
town square, one of 
the leading citizens 
presented him with a 
Tiffany-made bronze 
statue of Mercury 
- die mythological 
wing-footed mes- 
senger of die gods. In 
addition, UVM presi- 
dent Benton finally 
gave Gutterson his 
diploma. The day’s 
only disappointment 
came when Gutterson 
delivered his thank- 
you speech. In an era 
before electric ampli- 
fication equipment, 
the modest athlete’s 
voice was inaudible 
to all but a few of die 
hundreds in atten- 
dance, according to 
the local newspaper. 

I n the center of 
the Precision 
Valley, die home 
of Vermont’s then- 
thriving machine-tool 
industry, Springfield 
was Gutterson's home 
for die rest of his 
life. Within a month 
of his return, he 
joined die Jones and 
Lamson Machine Co., 
where his uncle, Fred 
Lovejoy, was the chief 
draftsman and special 
tool designer. In 1916, Gutterson never had 

Gutterson married Florence Greer, an any children; he left behind his wife 
English teacher at Springfield High and two sisters. His body was cremated 
School. He remained widi Jones and and the ashes buried in die family plot 
Lamson until 1925, and then spent the in Springfield’s Summer Hill Cemetery, 
next 25 years selling equipment for the a short walk from his longtime home at 
petroleum industry. 49 Cherry Hill. 

From 1950 until his retirement in When UVM’s Athletic Hall of Fame 
1963, Gutterson was president of the opened in 1969, Gutterson was one of 
Lovejoy Tool Company, which his Uncle seven original inductees. Amazingly, 
Fred had st arted after leaving Jones and his school record in die long jump still 
Lamson in 1917. Gutterson remained stands, a century after he set it.® 
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WITH HIS BLOND HAIR 

stone of the Roy L. 
Patrick Gymnasium 
was laid on June 9, 
1962. Less than ayear 

NEATLY PARTED ON THE 

later, on February 23, 
1963, he was present 

SIDE AND WEARING 

at die dedication of 
the Albert Gutterson 

RIMLESS EYEGLASSES. 

Fieldhouse, which 
contained an ice rink, 

GUTTERSON LOOKED 

an indoor track and 
a full-size baseball 

MORE LIKE THE 

diamond. 

Gutterson was 

MECHANICAL 

77 when he died 
on April 7, 1965, at 

ENGINEERING 

Burlington's Mary 
Fletcher Hospital. 

STUDENTHEWAS 

He had been ill for 
several months and 

THAN A TRACK STAR. 

was transferred from 
Springfield Hospital 
three weeks earlier. 
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Good Strokes 

Summer Games swimmers swear by Vermont's Vasa Trainers 


§ 


W hen the Olympics begin 
in London this week, 
swim fans no doubt 
will witness die fastest 
times in the history of the world. And 
as unlikely as it may sound, some of 
diat speed comes from training on a 
machine created right here in Vermont 
— originally for cross-country skiers. 
Pretty crazy, huh? 

Well, swimming is a crazy sport. 
Pulling and kicking for miles and miles 
at a time, two to four hours a day, six 
days a week, year after year, is not 
normal. It’s lonely, 
mind-numbing, 
solitary work for 
an athlete, 
when surrounded 
by teammates and 
coaches. Boredom just comes widi 
the territory — you can’t see, hear or 
speak for the majority of a water-based 
workout. A lot of would-be swimmers 
simply can't take the monotony. 1 
know, because I endured that tedium 
for 20 years. 

In fact, I qualified for the Olympic 
Trials in 1988. But, alas, my shoulders 
didn’t survive the training. I needed 
major surgery just to keep the right 
one in its socket. Suddenly, faster than 
anyone could say, “That sucks," my 
swimming career was a total wash. 

If only there had been other ways 
to train for my site-specific sport 
- a way in which I could have had 
my head above the water to rest a 
weary body and mind. Or, perhaps 
more importantly, a way in which 
weaknesses in my stroke could have 
been assessed and corrected before I 
was permanently injured. 

These days, thanks to Essex-based 
sports physiologist Rob Sleamaker, 
swimmers have a means for training 
their physiques, and resting their minds, 
on dry land. Equally as important, his 
invention provides coaches with an up- 
ciose-and-personal view for monitoring 
technique. 

Initially, Sleamaker’s invention was 
geared toward another sport entirely. 
Back in the early 1980s, working with 
elite Nordic skiers and biathletes (die 
kind who do cross-country skiing 
and rifle shooting), he sought ways to 



improve and rehabilitate their upper- 
body strength off die slopes. 

The “freestyle" cross-country skiing 
motion — arms pumping separately — 
inspired Sleamaker to create an action- 
duplicating, dry-land machine. The 
option to train indoors on a flywheel- 
based resistance apparatus offered 
skiers mental and physical relief from 
poles and snow. Yet it still provided 
one heck of a workout. Sleamaker 
dubbed his invention the Vasa Nordic 
Trainer as an ode to a famous Swedish 
marathon cross-country race called die 



Vasaloppet, which covers 85 grueling 
kilometers. 

“That event was named for the 16th- 
century Swede Gustavus Vasa, who 
showed strength, stamina and courage 
by leading the Swedish defeat of the 
Danes in die 1520s,” explains Sleamaker. 

A self-described "inventor and chief 
connector of dots,” Sleamaker soon 
realized die potential value of this 
mechanism for swimmers. By adding 
a foil-body bench and some paddles, 
the Vasa Trainer for swimming was 
born. In 1989, Sleamaker introduced 
the contraption at the American Swim 
Coaches Association World Clinic. Some 
of the biggest names in the sport, such 
as coach Richard Quick of swimming 
powerhouse Stanford University, 
purchased multiple machines. 

Quick, who was the head coach of 
three American Olympic swim teams 


Swim Team has at least a dozen. 
The Asian continent is swimming in 
them. Triathletes also appreciate tile 
opportunity to work on their strokes 
and upper-body strength out of die 
humdrum natatorium. 

Michelle Obama recently got 
in on the Vasa action as part of her 
“Let's Move" initiative to improve the 
fitness of American children. When 
she hosted a mini-Olympics at the 
American University Bender Arena 
in Washington, DC, last spring Vasa 
Ergometers were on hand to simulate 
the swimming events. These particular 
“games” required a format that would 
allow all participants to compete in all 
events in one fell swoop. A swimming 
pool and lots of race heats weren’t a 
realistic option. Vasa fit die bilk 

"She was very engaging and seemed 
impressed," Sleamaker says of the First 


WE RE THRILLED TO BE PM DF 

THE OLYMPIC EXCITEMENT. 

ROB SLEAMAKER 


(Seoul in 1988, Atlanta in 1996 and 
Sydney in 2000) prior to his death 
in 2009, swore by the Vasa for his 
champions, who included Rowdy 
Gaines, Matt Biondi, Dara Torres and 
Janet Evans. 

“It is important to do an exercise 
whereby the hands stay in one 
position and the body moves past that 
position,” Quick wrote to Sleamaker. 
“Your trainer does exactly that and it 
is having a profound positive effect 
on die specific strength, power and 
endurance development needed by our 
swimmers that are striving for national 
and international excellence." 

Themacliine’s design hasbeen refined 
over die years. These days, the Vasa 
Ergometer is comparable to a treadmill 
for swimmers, complete with variable 
settings and intensities and an electronic 
monitor to measure performance. The 
company estimates that more than 75 
percent of the swimmers in die Atlanta 
and Sydney Games trained on a Vasa. My 
pal Carol Capi tani, who is die head coach 
of women’s swimming at die University 
of Texas, confirms that die equipment is 
indeed a staple training device for most 

Sleamaker has a picture hanging 
in his office of a 15-year-old Michael 
Phelps using one. The Russian National 


Lady. “She smiled and remarked at 'how 
hard' die erg seemed." 

But not as hard — or boring — as 
swimming laps in a pool, day in and day 
out The Vasa seems to bring fun to an 
otherwise serious sport. At the Olympic 
Trials in Omaha last month, fans were 
treated to die use of fou r ergs as part of a 
“swim-u-lator" in die Aqua Zone. More 
than 6000 people either “raced” each 
odier on the equipment or tested dieir 
skills against the preset times of their 
favorite competitor. 

As the London Games begin this 
week, elite swimmers from across the 
world will have access to Vermont's 
homegrown Vasa Trainers at the 
training center in the Olympic Village. 
A coalition of head coaches actually 
requested the equipment - more as a 
recovery tool than a training device in 
this scenario. 

“We’re thrilled to be part of die 
Olympic excitement," says Sleamaker, 
who uses the machines himself to stay 
in shape. “It's very fulfilling seeing 
the athletes and coaches who have 
supported Vasa through the years 
succeed. And it's even better knowing 
that we have helped make it happen." © 

gvasatramer.com 
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Beach Slap 

A sandy sort of tennis volleys into Vermont 

BY SARAH TUFF 


§ 


5 


a 


R eggae music blaring from the 
speakers. Cans of coconut 
water perspiring in the shade. 
Shorts-clad bodies cavorting 
in butter-soft sand. Sounds like a beach 
in die Bahamas, right? Nope. It's the 
scene in the Pine Street parking lot of 
Burlington's Dealer.com during a recent 
lunch break, and a 
quartet of die em- ^liT|7|T||M 
ployecs are plating 
die newest seaside 
sport to hit Vermont: beach tennis. 

“Seriously, don’t let diese guys ad- 
vance,” murmurs Mark Bonfigli, Dealer’s 
cofounder and CEO, to his playing part- 
ner, Jesse Epstein. Addressing his op- 
ponent, Scott Gale, on die other side of 
die net, Bonfigli taunts: "Bring it, Scotty, 

Wait, beach tennis? Yup. Think tra- 
ditional tennis meets beach volleyball, 
using paddle rackets and squishy balls. 
Thanks to a new, private backyard court 
belonging to Bonfigli and his wife, Marisa 
Mora, a pro beach-tennis player, the 
sport landed on die shores of Shelburne 
Bay in May. This month, beach tennis 
scored a permanent court at Dealercom. 
Word has it the Burlington Tennis Club 
(BTC) may be adding a sandy spin to its 
traditional facilities. 

There’s talk of beach tennis becom- 
ing an Olympic sport, and US Weekly has 
published photos of string-bikini-clad 
celebs picking up paddles, joining an 
estimated 150,000 people now playing 
die game around the globe. The inau- 
gural International Tennis Federation 
(ITF) Beach Tennis World Team 
Championships were held in Moscow 
diis month. So who cares if the Queen 
City isn’t quite ocean front? 

“Beach tennis is a fantastic sport,” 
says Jeanne Hulsen, codirector of BTC’s 
tennis programs. “It’s a nice mix of 
beach volleyball and tennis, and you’re 
in the outdoors, improving your racket 
skills, reaction time and fitness." 

According to Beach Tennis USA, 
Italians played a version using tambou- 
rines in the early 1900s; in 1978, they 
organized the first beach-tennis tourna- 
ment Most of the world became aware 
of beach tennis only in the last decade, 
but its reaction has been swift The 



- ^ 


official ITF Beach Tennis Tour began in 
2008 and has since seen a nearly sixfold 
increase in the number of tournaments 
on the calendar. Stateside, the Beach 
Tennis USA tour launched in South 
Carolina in 2005; this year it has stops in 
New York and California. 

Bonfigli has been a tennis player since 
age 4 and was a four-time Vermont state 
champion as a teenager and a Division 


I player at Florida’s Jacksonville 
University. When he picked up beach 
tennis in California, he was immediately 
hooked. “You can start playing and play- 
ing well within the same day,” he says. 
“That's very rare for any sport.” 

At the Dealercom court, Bonfigli 
picks up one of the balls, which resem- 
ble tennis balls but are actually “stage 
2," low-compression spheres that allow 


for a bit more reaction time. For those 
accustomed to beach volleyball, he says, 
using the paddle offers a better reach, 
and the beach-tennis nets are lower at 
5 feet, 7 inches. “So you’re basically two 
feet taller, and you have a bigger tool 
to use with a smaller ball,” Bonfigli ex- 
plains. "So it makes it diat much easier." 

Well, yes andno.WhileBonfiglicame 
from a tennis background, his wife was 
a Division I volleyball player at Loyola 
Marymount University before becoming 
a beach -tennis player. In less thanayear, 
Mora has become one of die best female 
players in the country; she’s trying to 
make it into the top 100 ITF rankings 
before an international event in Aruba 
in November. But she’s still adjusting. 

"Being a former volleyball player, I 
would have to say die most challeng- 
ing aspect is getting used to holding 
a paddle,” says Mora. “I’m so used to 
striking a volleyball with just my hand 
and digging balls widi my arms that the 
paddle just adds a whole new dynamic." 

As BTC's Hulsen explains, beach 
tennis can force die-hard tennis players 
to work on their volleys (die ball does 
not bounce on the sand) and on their 
speed around the court. The game is 
also helping detach traditional tennis 
from its snooty, country-club associa- 
tions. “Tennis has worked really hard to 
minimize that projection of the game," 
Mora says. “There’s a lot of grassroots in 
the game everywhere now." 

That may be true, but sand is in 
short supply in Vermont. Beach Tennis 
USA lists no places to play in the Green 
Mountain State, and Bonfigli says he 
knows of no courts besides his back- 
yard and Dea ler.com. Obviously, not 
everyone gets invited to “Veruba," the 
nickname for the white-sand court on 
Shelburne Bay, or works at Dealercom 
(where showers ensure the computers 
remain sand-free). That’s why Bonfigli 
and Mora want to donate a court to 
the Burlington Tennis Club and inspire 
others to get into the game. 

“Those of us who have played think 
it’s fantastic, and Mark's enthusiasm is 
well placed,” says Chip Hart, BTC's vice 
president and membership chair. 

The freedom that comes from remov- 
ing tennis shoes is just part of the allure. 





YOU CAN START PLAYING 
AND PLAYING ILL 
WITHIN THE SAME DAY 

THAT’S VERY RARE 
FOR ANY SPORT. 

MARK BONFIGLI 

according to players. “I love the culture 
of this sport," enthuses Mora. “It's such 
a rich combination of fierce competi- 
tion, community, sportsmanship and 
friendship at the beach.” 

Even if that beach is in a parking 
lot. During the demo game at Dealer, 
com, the rallies are long-lasting nail- 
biters that make the recent Wimbledon 
matches seem like watching paint dry. 
Bonfigli dives for the ball and executes 
spins; Chris Scott uses his height to 


show off smashes. The 
fun action isn’t die only 
advantage of beach 
tennis. Instead of calls 
from line judges, sounds 
of reggae flow from an 
iPod. “You’re not al- 
lowed to play beach 
tennis without music,” 
says Bonfigli. “It’s actu- 
ally a rule.” 

Replacing the usual 
clay orother hard surface 
underfoot on Dealer's 
court are 18 inches — five 
truckloads — of purified 
sand imported from 
Michigan. It has cer- 
tainly injected new life 
into a former Pine Street 
dumping ground. “There 
were old car parts from 
the previous tenant,” 
says Bonfigli. “He left 
transmissions, engines, 
batteries — we had to 
move a lot of junk out of 
here.” 

The court, which 
took about two weeks to 
build, offers a new way 
for frazzled office workers to get fit. 
“Because of the deep sand, you tend to 
work your legs more, and you just get a 
better overall workout in a lot shorter 
period of time.” Bonfigli says. 

Kristen Epstein, who works on 
Dealer.com's wellness team, was one of 
the first at the company to try out the 
new beach-tennis court after it opened 
on July 11. “It’s a totally different type 
of conditioning — it’s not like going to 
the gym and just doing the motions," 
she says. “There's a whole range of 
employees who you're not going to see 
on a tennis court but you’re going to see 
come out here." 

Bonfigli says Dealer.com already 
boasts some 30 beach-tennis “addicts," 
and that he expects to see about 100 
people playing before summer’s end. 
Then what? “It's actually a year-round 
sport,” says Bonfigli, who won’t let 
Vermont winters freeze out this hot new 
pastime. “There are pro beach-tennis 
tournaments in the snow.” ® 
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Harbor Heaven 

A new chef brings a culinary makeover to the Basin Harbor Club 

BY ALICE LEVITT 



•• he saddle is a lot like moose, 

I only moose is a lot smaller," 
I shouts Don Collette over 
m the din of a bone saw 
wielded by his daughter, Dawn Collette- 
Parker. The 40-year veteran meat cutter 
lias been providing his services at the 
Basin Harbor Club for 11 years, but diis 
is the first time he’s deconstructed an 
entire animal at the resort. 

That's because it's one of Collette's 
first times working with executive chef 
Rod Rehwinkel who took the position 
this spring. A founding member of the 
Vermont Fresh Network, Rehwinkel is 
refurbishing the culinary landscape at 
die 126 -year-old summer destination. 
Creating steaks and ground meat out of a 
bison from Townshend's East Hill Bison 
Farm is just part of the plan. 

Like our Native American forebears, 
Rehwinkel uses every part of the animal 
Peppered bison carpaccio with arugula 
and Parmigiano-Reggiano will be on 
the menu at Basin Harbor's elegant 
main dining room. Ground bison will 
appear in burgers at the casual Red 
Mill - a renovated sawmill — as “a red- 
s meat alternative to red meat," he says. 
S Bison also will make its way into lunch 
> specials, perhaps sausages or stews, at 
5 die resort’s Ranger Room. Bones will be 
§ boiled into stock. Leaf lard is reserved 
| fbrcharcuterie. 

That resourcefulness is one of 
die reasons Basin Harbor co-owner 
~ Pennie Beach chose Rehwinkel of Clear 
5 Culinary Consulting to replace longtime 
9 chef David Merrill. Rehwinkel’s other 
3 credits include corporate- chef gigs and 
k serving as opening executive chef at die 
University of Vermont's Davis Center. 
“He really gets it about fresh and local" 
<2 says Beach, whose family has run the 
o resort for four generations. “He's been 
5 wonderful for the morale of our culinary 
Si staff." 

And that staff is a small village. 
Some 70 people populate the sprawl- 
ing kitchen and make everything from 


bread to ice cream from scratch. Even 
die staff dining hall, which Rehwinkel 
dubs “the zoo,” feeds more than 300 
employees each day. International flags 
lining the cafeteria ceiling represent 
workers who have come from as far 


away as Moldova or Jamaica. But the 
employees' fare leans more toward the 
local - and high end. Two different 
lobster dishes are among the offerings 
when Seven Days visits. Rehwinkel 
explains that, at an upscale resort, even 


leftover ingredients are of the highest 

Planning how much to make each 
night is a complex balancing acL since 
Rehwinkel oversees dining for the 
entire resort. For every meal, he must 
guess how many resort guests, golf-club 
members and local diners will visit each 
restaurant, and prepare accordingly. 

Visitors will have plenty of options. 
Besides the main dining room and the 
Red Mill, Rehwinkel offers a special 
outdoor Harbor Dinner several nights 
a week. On Tuesday nights, die Harbor 
Fair allows kids to cavort in a bouncy 


IF YOU INK YOU 
CAN'T LEARN ANYMORE, 

YOU'RE NOT DOING 
YOURSELF ANY FAVORS. 

ROD REHWINKEL 

casde while families sup on a buffet 
of kebabs, sliders and make-your-own 
sundaes. The Thursday Shore Dinner is 
an elevated lobster boil — die requisite 
corn isn't just buttered; it's topped with 
chipotle aioli and grated Manchego. On 
Sunday evenings, the Nordi Dock is the 
site for the Vermont Artisan’s Dinner on 
the Lake. 

Rehwinkel began spreading the loca- 
vore gospel in the late 1980s as executive 
1 chef for the Perry Group, which owned 
| Perry's Fish House. Perry's Market and 
; die Sirloin Saloon. He serves the Farm 
t to Table Buffet indoors on Saturdays, 
and a six-course ChePs-Table Dinner on 
Monday nights, but he says the Artisan's 
Dinner is his favorite locavore show- 
case. Perhaps his years working at Tony 
Perry's restaurants and running his bi- 
son-focused farm have made Rehwinkel 
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Going Strong 


EJL STRONG'S PRIME ST 

at 10 Church Street began its 
soft opening on July 22, says 
general manager sarah oles. 
A grand opening will follow 
in a few weeks. 

But Oles warns that 
potential regulars shouldn't 
wait until then to purchase 
a wine locker — an on-site 
mahogany container in 
which to store bottles from 
the restaurant's 200-bottle 
wine list for personal 
consumption. There are only 
10 left of the original 30. 

The vintages range from 
big names such as Moet & 
Chandon to “really obscure, 
small-production wines,” 
says Oles, who mentions cult 
wines from ROCO Winery 
in Oregon. With price tags 
ranging from less than $40 to 
$500, the wines are housed 
in a glassed-in, converted 
elevator shaft. 

Another luxe touch: E.B. 
Strong's offers valet parking 
in its own lot behind the 
restaurant. 

But the real reason 
to head to what may be 
Burlington's first high-end 
steakhouse — named for 
owner TIM halvorson's 
grandfather — is the food. 
Oles says die fried-oyster 
sliders served in pate a choux 
with deviled aioli have been 
a hit on the appetizer menu. 
So has the seared ahi tuna 
with watermelon, sesame 
and soy-mustard sauce. Even 
the house salad is far from 
ordinary, with its combina- 
tion of Asian pear, mango 
and herbs. 

Aged steaks are on the 
large side, starting at an 
8-ounce filet mignon and 
going up to a 20-ounce por- 
terhouse. Cornflake-crusted 
misty knoll farms chicken 
and waffles with Old Bay 
seasoning, and diver scallops 
with quinoa and ham, are 
among die choices for diners 


not in the mood for beef. 
Here’s to a strong start. 


A True Public 
House 

HINESBURGTO GET 
A NEW RESTAURANT 
Four years have passed 
since a fire at Hinesburg's 
Saputo Cheese Plant forced 
its closure - but, as new 
businesses rise from its 
ashes, nearby food lovers can 

In a high-profile renova- 
tion last spring, the Route 116 
site gained two new tenants, 
green mountain organic 
creamery and Vermont smoke 
and cure. Now it will host 
Hinesburg’s new com- 
munity-supported eatery: 

HINESBURG PUBLIC HOUSE. 

Not long ago, will and 

brewery “watching neighbors 
talk to neighbors," Will 
Patten recalls, when inspira- 
tion struck. “We said to each 
other, 'You know what? 
Hinesburg needs a place like 
this.”' 

So they hatched a plan 
to put up die bulk of die 
$ 100,000 cash needed to 
renovate a 4000-square-foot 
space at the factory into a 
casual eatery focused on 
“hearty, healdiy, made-from- 
scratch and locally sourced 
Vermont food." 

To cover die remainder of 
their operating costs — about 
$50,000 — the couple is 
selling $500 shares, which 
will score investors $510 in 
gift cards for use over the 
restaurant's first six months. 
“So far, we’re halfway there," 
says Patten, who is confident 
the restaurant will open by 
Columbus Day. 

The Pattens have hired a 
chef and managing partner, 
thom dodge, who spent nine 
years in charge of the Grill 
at Smuggler's Cove Inn 
in East Boodibay, Maine. 
Though Patten is mum on 


Nosh Next Door 

THE BEARDED FROG'S ADJACENT BAKERY AND CAFt OPENS 
When a restaurant opens without a name, the first few 
days are bound to be a little slow, but diat's how jesse 
lauer wants it Last week, die bearded frog's pastry chef 
quiedy oversaw the opening of the still-unnamed newest 
addition to chef michel mahe’s culinary empire, which 
includes the slack sheep bistro in Vergennes and bobcat 
cafE a brewery in Bristol. Lauer says die Bearded Frog 
team has tentatively decided on the name nextooor 
bakery & cafe for the currendy sign-less occupant of the 
former Home Ecology space. 



There's plenty of color inside: On opening day, twin 
pastry counters were covered with Lauer's signature 
sweets, including five-spice carrot-cake roulade, Straw- 
berry-Champagne tiramisu and peach-tarragon cheese- 
cake. The creative chef also crafts more common options, 
such as chocolate chip cookies and homemade Milanos. 
But, he says, “You can only make an oatmeal-raisin cookie 
for so long before you can't make it anymore." 

The cafe, open from 7 am. to 4 pm. daily, serves 
Vermont artisan coffee & tea company java. For now, coffee 
drinks are basic, but once the baristas find their groove. 
Lauer hints, guests may get quirkier sips, such as hickory- 
smoked cappuccino. 

Breakfast is served until 11:30 a.m. and all day Sunday, 
with prepped-to-order dishes such as Breakfast in Bread, 
a sandwich with eggs, dakin farm breakfast-sausage hash, 
apple-onion chutney, Grafton cheddar and coffee mayo. 
Breakfast pastries include croissants nnd muffins in fla- 
vors such as chocolate-bacon and blueberry-honeysuckle. 

Lunch runs from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., when the 
shared kitchen gives way to dinner prep at the Frog. 
Options include a miso-glazed haddock wrap; “tofulafel" 
with pine-nut hummus; a venison sloppy Joe with pick- 
led fennel and Gruy6re; and a marinated-veggie sandwich 
dressed with Vermont butter a cheese creamery chevre and 
strawberry salsa 

No matter what he serves, Lauer plans to keep it fresh. 
The menu “will never be set,” he says. “That would kill 
the fun and spontaneity of baking. I like to say, 'Let's do 
tills today’ and see how it turns out." 


the menu, he hints that 
seasonal ingredients, such 
as “pumpkin, squash and 
venison," will be plated 


during the fall opening, and 
most of the food will be 
local. “We’re building the tax 
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particularly passionate about - and 
well versed in — local meat, which takes 
pride of place at the Artisan's Dinner, 
along widi a miniature re-creation of 
a farmers market On the Sunday fol- 
lowing the bison deconstruction, Long 
Trail Brewing Company offers sips 
of its beers, while Vergennes' Good 
Companion Bakery sells 
croissants and loaves of 
bread for diners to enjoy 
the next morning. To the 
accompaniment of a jazz 
quintet, guests can also 
purchase nonfoodie arti- 
san products, from felted 
wool to animal-themed 
stained glass. 

As for food at the 
event, forget the stodgy 
chafing dishes of other 
buffets. Beach says 
Rehwinkel has revo- 
lutionized die service 
at Basin Harbor with 
small, artfully arranged 
displays. Think rad- 
ishes carefully carved 
to resemble bouquets of 
flowers; zingy, bright- 
yellow saffron cauli- 
flower; sesame-laden 
green beans; and tender 
roasted beets with ch&vre 
from Vermont Butter & 

Cheese Creamery. 

But the focus of the 
Artisan’s evening is the 
Harborside Smokehouse, 
which provides whole, 
herb-stuffed Maine salmon. The lightly 
smoked fish goes quickly — and is 
replenished regularly — because the 
surprisingly mild flesh is too moist 
and tender to resist The buffet also 
holds chunks of spice-rubbed local 
chicken and Boyden Farm beef brisket 
Rehwinkel had hoped to use die bison 
instead of beef but found it too lean to 
stand up to the long smoking. A sample 
from die middle of the aborted bison 
brisket proves his point: While it's 
tender and juicy, its flavor is more like 
that of sirloin than creamy, fatty brisket 

Another reason to make the drive to 
Vergennes on a Sunday night is the ribs. 
Cut into single bones and piled high, the 
pork may not look irresistible, but one 
taste demonstrates otherwise. The juicy 
meat stays just slightly too firm to fall 
off the bone, meaning that it’s gloriously 
tender but also easy to eat It is a tad 
messy, though, courtesy of a diiclc sauce 
made widi Maker’s Mark. 

Even the kids table is packed with 


surprisingly sophisticated selections. 
For homemade later tots, Rehwinkel 
mixes potatoes with Taylor Farm gouda, 
then coats them with powdered Cabot 
cheddar. A plate of ’50s-style gelatin 
molds filled with fruit wiggle stands 
in front of a tiny sculpture of a hoodie- 
sporting teddy bear. 


Desserts for grown-ups include 
blackberry cobbler and raspberry pie 
crafted so carefully dial the berries 
remain whole and true to their natural 

During the Artisan's Dinner, 
Rehwinkel shutdes between the dock 
and the kitchen, where he’s oversee- 
ing dinner preparation for the main 
dining room. Though his special-event 
meals stay more or less constant from 
week to week, dishes change nighdy 
in die main room, depending on what 
Addison County farmers bring to the 
kitchen door. Appetizers might include 
Peking-duck pancakes widi blueberry- 
jalapeno-scalUon jam, or profiteroles 
filled with foraged mushrooms and 
Champlain Valley Creamery Triple 
Cream. Four of the entrees on the menu 
appear every night: dder-brined pork 
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base, bringing back jobs and 
bringing back a relationship 
with the working landscape,” 
says Patten, who is already 
building relationships with 
farmers. 

The Pattens are no 
strangers to hospitality'; They 
ran and sold two Rutland res- 
taurants before Will Patten 
went to work at ben a jerry’s. 
He retired from his job as 
director of retail operations 

Hinesburg Public House 
will have a full har, and die 
interior will "be comfort- 
able,” with rocking chairs 


and overstuffed armchairs 
mingling with booths and 
tables, Patten says. He 
expects to limit weekday 
service to dinner, with lunch 
added on weekends. 

To purchase a share, write 
to willpatten@gmavt.net. 

Crumbs 

LEFTOVER FOOD NEWS 
Headed to Winooski to take 
the El Diablo Challenge? 
Better make other plans. It’s 
been dark inside don Pedro's 
taqueria since July 14. 

A sign dashed off in pencil 


warns potential guests, 
“Closed until further notice!” 

But other signs indicate 
there will be no further 
notice. The restaurant’s 
phone line has been discon- 
nected, and owner pierre 
mesa has not answered phone 
calls or emails. 

The restaurant lasted 
just less than a year from its 
August 11, 2011, opening. 

Burlington fans of grand 
buffet in Essex will soon 
have a shorter drive. A 
new outpost of the popular 
Chinese buffet will open on 
July 29 in the Williston Road 
spot in South Burlington 
where Blockbuster closed 
last year. Owner una li 
says diners can expect 
die same wide variety of 


aD-you-can-eat dishes, 
from crab legs and sushi to 
barbecue ribs to steak. 

Woodstock’s Central Street 
lias gained a new pizzeria: pi 
BRICK OVEN TRATTORIA, which 
opened last Friday. “We’re 
just doing pizzas and salads 
for now,” says owner stacey 
velardi. who also owns die 
oaily grind down the street 
and a few other businesses. 
For now, Pi is only serving 
dimieron weekends, though 
hours and offerings will 
expand in coming weeks. 


Follow us onTwitterfor 
the latest rood gossip! 
Coitn Hlrsch: SPIatesupper 
Alice Levitt: @>aliceeais 



chop with white grits; brick-roasted 
chicken with risotto and yuzu pan jus; 
salmon served with beluga lentils and 
flavored with kaffir lime butter; and sir- 
loin widi ultra-creamy mashed potatoes 
in Cabernet-peppercorn demi-glace. 

Rehwinkel creates an additional four 
items for each night’s menu, allowing 
for relatively eccentric choices such as 
Viennese spiced goat with spaetzle or 
pan-roasted guinea hen with pancctta 
and potato hash. “The cooks appreciate 
iL because they get the opportunity to 
see something different every day,” says 
Rehwinkel. According to Beach, guests 
are similarly pleased. Until recently, 
longtime visitors were accustomed to 
choosing from one menu all summer, 


regardless of whether the ingredients 
were in season. 

Less adventurous diners still have 
options. Rehwinkel, who has pored over 
the dense archive of menus from years 
past, features one “vintage” dish every 
night. The chef says that retired third- 
generation Basin Harbor owner co-Bob 
Beach, 92, appreciates the gesture. “He 
comes back and likes to have a few tilings 
that represent his time,” Rehwinkel says. 
“He has the gray-sole meuniere every 

That dish's origins at die restaurant 
date to 1971, but some items can be 
traced back as far as 1925’s Vermont 
turkey dinner. The recipes, however, 
are not vintage but Rehwinkel’s own, 


ns a taste of the duck magret a 1’orange 
attests. His version includes a scallion 
pancake, pea tendrils and ginger-orange 
glaze. “It's not your standard Long 
Island duck," he says. “It’s become one 
of our best sene’s.” 

Though much of the equipment in 
Basin Harbor's kitchen has been around 
since the '50s, Rehwinkel's cuisine is 
cutting edge, especially for a 59-year-old 
kitchen veteran. The chef explains that 
he keeps his food fresh by listening to his 
often-younger colleagues. “I learn from 
everybody,” he says. “If you think you 
can’t learn anymore, you're not doing 
yourself any favors. Everyone always 
has agood idea of — something that cre- 
ates another idea or a new way of doing 
something that can make a product 
better.” 

Thisconsultanthas no problem asking 
others for their counsel. According to 
Pennie Beach, between the old-guard 
vestiges that still work and Rehwinkel’s 
new ideas, the revamped Basin Harbor 
Club is exactly what she hoped for. 

Back in the prep kitchen, the hanging 
quarters of bison have been stripped of 
their flesh, the steaks vacuum packed. 
Rehwinkel seems satisfied. “I have fun 
here every single day,” he says earnestly. 
The chef surveys his domain and then 
moves on to the next task: another 
dinner. © 


O Basin Harbor Club. 4800 Basin Harbor 
Road. Vergennes. 475-2311 or 
800-622-4000. basinharbor.com 



1 large 1 -topping pizza 
1 pint of ben & jerry’s 

ice cream and a 

2 liter coke product for 

$19.99 


973 Roosevelt Highway 
Colchester • 655-5550 
www.Uireebrothersprzzavt.com 



Beat the Heat 
with our 

Summer Drink List 

Enjoy a Strawberry Mojito 
with mint from our garden! 



194 COLLEGE ST, BURLINGTON 
864.5475 • BOUTILIERS.COM 
M-SAT 10-6, SUN 12-5 




O'BRIENS 
AVEDA INSTITUTE 


© 

CAN YOU 

CUT IT ? 

Find out what it means to become 
i AVEDA trained Barber, 


Cosmetologist or Spa Therapist 



at: 1475 SMbixneRd South Burlington VT 

www.obriensavedainstitute.org 

Call Admissions at 802-658-9591 x3 



Sea scallops 

wrapped in bacon with 
citrus pepper sauce & 
balsamic reduction 


;iM Wind j ammer 

AND UPPER DECK PUB 
1076 Williston Road, S. Burlington 

862.6585 


Not Your 
Average Joe 

Tasting coffee with expert Dan Cox 


BY CORIN HIRSCH 

M offee is so much more com- 

[ plicated than wine. Wine is 
I simple; you open it up, and 
it is finished. Coffee is not. 
It is not a finished product.” So Dan Cox 
tells me the first time I meet him, look- 
ing relaxed behind a curved desk at his 
Burlington firm. Coffee Enterprises. 

As a wine devotee and tea drinker, 
I bristle slightly. I’ve spent countless 
hours mulling over the 
aromas, acidity, sweetness, 
minerality and finishes of 
hundreds of wines — so I po- 
litely writedown Cox’s words 
but don’t quite believe them. 

Coffee ... really? 

"Wine has aromatics that 
last longer,” he continues. 

“Coffee has aromatics that 
are very fleeting." 

Cox has lived, breathed 
and sipped coffee almost 
every day for more than 
three decades, first as one 
of the original employees 
of Green Mountain Coffee 
Roasters, and dien at Coffee 
Enterprises. His current 
company doesn’t actually sell 
beans, but offers its expertise 
to those who do. I’ve come 
to its sunny quarters at the 
end of Lakeside Avenue 
ask Cox about die lifetime 
achievement award bestowed 
on him this summer by the 
Specialty Coffee Association of America. 

“I felt humbled,” Cox says of die 
award. Within a few minutes, though, 
it’s dear he would much rather talk 
about coffee dian himself. 

“How do you taste? How do we artic- 
ulate taste? It’s a separate language," he 
muses, explaining the ethos behind this 
morning’s planned event in the office a 
tasting and class for restaurant owners 
and chefs. 

We head into the “sensory room." 
Above its entrance is a sign reading, 
“Sniff. Slurp. Spit.” The room's broad 
windows overlooking Lake Champlain 
make it feel as diough we’re on a boat. 


Atop two round tables are five place set- 
tings: four white bowls set in semicircles 
around a fifth white bowl and a tumbler 
of water. A metal spittoon stands on the 
floor by each place. 

The settings are for the class, but no 
one has yet arrived. Unfazed, Cox and 
his crew - including Spencer Turer, 
head of coffee operations; and David 
Morrill, senior sensory specialist — 


decide to taste anyway. We don military- 
green chef coats as Cox oudines the 
parameters: We’ll taste coffees from four 
different regions — Brazil, Colombia, 
Indonesia and Costa Rica. We’ll smell 
each, dip in our spoons and slurp, then 
spit them out quickly and not ruminate 
on our sensory impressions. 

We'U also be quiet the entire time. 
"The hardest part of tasting coffee is 
calming the mind and staying focused,” 
Cox says, his gray eyes beaming from a 
deeply tanned face. Focus seems to come 
easily to Cox, a discipline perhaps ac- 
quired from his time as an army captain 
years earlier. 


The four of us lower our heads to 
smell the coffee before us. Then comes 
die sound of sharp slurps, followed by 
quick spits into die urns between our 
legs. This procedure moves quickly, and 

1 scramble to keep up. As I’m unaccus- 
tomed to sampling coffee, my notes read 
something like this: No. 1 — bitter. No. 

2 - less sharp, bright, almost sweet No. 

3 - citrus. No. 4 — robust and smoky. 

Widiin five minutes, everyone but me 
has finished, and we share our impres- 
sions: “light sharp and papery” for one 
coffee to “very aggressive” for another. 
Someone says No. 3 tastes of raisins and 
molasses and is smoodi, while another 
taster declares the same brew mellow, 
mild and citrusy. No. 4, according to yet 
anodier taster, is “neutral, nutty, sweet 
mild, with toasted nuts and spice." 

I’m humbled that this group can 
come up with so many descriptors for 
coffee widiin such a short time span. 
The specialists at Coffee Enterprises do 
tastings like this three to six times each 
day, sampling single-origin beans or new 
blends from clients looking for quality 
control or product development. 

Back in his office, Cox ticks off a ka- 
leidoscope of influences on die beverage 
most drinkers take for granted: place of 
origin and harvest time, packaging type, 
brewing temperature, hardness or soft- 
ness of the water. At Coffee Enterprises, 
says Cox, “We strip everything out of 
die [municipal] water, and we rebuild it, 
distilled to a consistent pH.” 

Coffee Enterprises is exacting in 
controlling such variables because 40 
percent of its business involves ensuring 
consistency and quality across product 
lines. A few major coffee companies, 
such as Dunkin' Donuts, send blends to 
Coffee Enterprises weekly for quality 
testing; others might seek help sourcing 
coffee or creating a blend. Each tasting 
costs $500; which perhaps explains the 
serious, almost reverential feel of the 
sensory room. 

Because the retail markup on coffee 
is no small beans, Cox is perplexed that 
more consumers don't pay attention to 
its nuances, or return cups that are not 
up to snuff. “You’re paying $2 for some- 
diing diat a restaurant paid 15 cents for. 
You have the right to say, “This was not 
brewed properly,'” he says. “But know 
enough to do it professionally and not be 

Coffee Enterprises is actually the 
parent company of three odiers: Coffee 
Extracts & Ingredients, Coffee Analysts 
and Coffee Ed, all based in the same of- 
fices. The last educates those who make 
and drink coffee — especially those who 
work in kitchens. “You're doing this 
chemical experiment that’s timed. Every 





food 


minute after you brew it, its quality is 
deteriorating,” Cox says of coffee. The 
best restaurants, he adds, will throw 
away whatever remains in a pot after 20 
minutes. 

Cox can defdy switch from describ- 
ing the particulars of single-origin 
coffee from Kenya's Kirinyaga Valley, 
to the tribal divisions among growers 
in Papua New Guinea, to die vagaries 
of municipal water. To hear him nar- 
rate coffee's backstory is to step into a 
strange and unfamiliar land. 

In 1981, it was unfamiliar to Cox, too. 
That was the year he joined the then- 
new Green Mountain Coffee Roasters, 
working the counter in the company's 
original Waitsfield cafe. “I didn’t know 
anything about coffee," he recalls. “I 
drank it out of a Styrofoam cup.” 

He marveled to see customers 
buy their groceries at 
Mehuron's Market across 
the street, and then come 
into GMCR to pick up a $5 
bag of coffee. “I thought. 

Jeez, there’s something 
going on," Cox says. “This 
could be the beginning of a 
movement." 

His palate soon became 
attuned — especially 
Sumatran coffee. “It 
heavy, earthy and nobody 
knew what the hell it was," 

Cox says. "I had fun expos- 
ing friends to it.” 

As the company blos- 
somed, Cox rose rapidly 
through the ranks — from 
sales guy with early whole- 
sale accounts to sales 
manager to head of sales to, eventually, 
vice president. "There was no coffee in 
Vermont at the time," he says, noting 
that he and his colleagues considered 
canned coffee “the enemy." 

Cox's rise within GMCR mirrored 
that of the nationally exploding inter- 
est in specialty coffee, which helped 
propel Starbucks to wild success. Cox 
was one of the earliest members of die 
Specialty Coffee Association of America 
and became that group's president in 
1985 when it had 60 members. Now it 
has 3000. 

In 1992, Cox says, a “basic philo- 
sophical difference" compelled him to 
leave GMCR. Within a few months, he 
had founded Coffee Enterprises. One of 
his first clients, Bruegger's Bagels, hired 
Cox and co. to judge the consistency of 
brews in all its cafes. 

Coffee Enterprises' biggest business, 
though, involved creating coffee ex- 
tracts that Cox sold to the dairy industry. 
When he won the Ben & Jerry’s extracts 


account, it was a major coup and a huge 
boost to the company. (Cox is still a pal 
of B&J’s cofounder Ben Cohen.) Coffee 
Extracts & Ingredients now accounts 
for half of all Coffee Enterprises' rev- 
enue, and its products are in “stuff you 
can’t believe," says Cox, from grab-and- 
go beverages to suntan lotion to cereal. 

Quality control makes up another 40 
percent of the business; another sliver 
comes from Coffee Enterprises' work 
consulting and testifying in legal cases, 
such as those in which a consumer 
claims to have been burned by scorch- 
ingjoe. 

As his business grew, Cox wanted 
to give back. With friend and OB/GYN 
Francis Fote, he founded Grounds for 
Health, a nonprofit that funds cervical- 
cancer screening and treatment for 
women in coffee-growing areas. Women 
make up a growing propor- 
tion of pickers, says Cox, 
so he modestly calls die 
organization “self serving." 
Grounds for Health has 
screened 16,000 women 
since 1996, operating in 
four global coffee-growing 
regions. 

While he's pleased 
with his successes, Cox 
says he’s happiest being 
with his family - wife 
Casey Blanchard, an artist, 
and college-age daughter 
Julia — and watching his 
nine employees grow from 
novice tasters to highly 
skilled sensory specialists.” 

As we talk, a gong 
sounds, signaling another 
tasting. We shuffle into the sensory 
room for a regular client’s weekly 
quality-control assessment. Atop a high 
marble table are cold and hot pairs of 
coffees - control brews alongside this 
week's blend. Fast-paced shuffling, 
slurping and spitting ensue, followed 
by the tasters rapidly comparing scores 
that assess differences between die 
benchmark brew and the newest batch. 
“We also look for oxygen content, do 
package analysis and a full set of inspec- 
tions," says Turer. 

As at the first tasting, I feel lost, but 
a little less so. Buzzing with caffeine 
from possibly the best cup of coffee I've 
ever had — a citrusy Kenyan brew — I 
concede that coffee may he as complex 
as wine. I don’t think I’ll ever sip it ab- 
sentmindedly again. ® 


H Coffee Enterprises. 32 Lakeside 
Avenue. Burlington. 865-4480. 
coffeeenterprlses.com 
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DAN COX 


, nights Ideals 


Su nd ay -Thursday 

$3 Draughts 



Mon Planet Burger $6 
Tues Maura's Salad $4 

Sweet & Spicy Curry $6 
Wed BBQ Chicken 
& Ribs $10 


dailyplanetl5.com • 862-9647 




WE LOVE KIDS! 


Open Daily 8 to 8 www.sweetclovermarket.c 
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H ( 802 ) 872-1 
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I at the Essex Shoppes & Cinema 
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TAKE YOUR HERD 

WHERE THE WILD WINGS ROAM 
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calendar 

JULY 25-AUGUST 1. 2012 


WED. 25 


IMPROV NIGHT Fun-loving participants play 


2600 or 312-504-4144. orly®vtiftorg. 
HEADHUNTERS': A lllgh-up buslnessm 
comeshls personal Insecurities by ente 
the art-theft trade In Morten Tyldum's i 


THEBEST EXOTIC MARIGOLD HC 


RE FARMERS MARKET: Grafters. 


COLCHESTER FARMERS MARKET Vt 


Richard Craplmski. Big Picture Theai 


ART IN THE ALLEY: Open-mlc music accompanies 
irt displays and a downtown "beach party" 

: featurtng wine tastings on the porch, a tiki 


244-1912. 

film 


MIDDLEBURY FARMERS MARKET: Crafts, cheeses 

The MarblewoMts. Mlddlebury9:30 a.m P -12'30 p.m 
Free. Info, 989-6012. 

NEWPORT FARMERS MARKET: Pickles meats, 
eggs fruits veggies, herbs and baked goods are a 


WILL I ST ON FARMERS MARKET St 
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Good Trade 

Within Shelburne Museum, visitors 
can observe the printing press, 
weaving looms and blacksmithing in 
actioa Just outside the gates, demos 
at this weekend's Shelburne Art and 
Craft Festival encompass everything 
from wood carving to oil painting 
Under a sprawli Iig. Camelot-style tent 
on die museum’s front lawn, more than 
150 ardsans and craftspeople display 
hand-thrown pottery, contemporary 
furniture, gold and silver jewelry, and 
collectibles at this favorite fair, returning after a six-year hiatus. Local restos — 
including Barkeaters, Pauline's Cafe and die Wooden Spoon — serve up small 
plates at Sunday's Taste of Shelburne. 


JUL.27-29 1 FAIRS C FESTIVALS 

SHELBURNE ART & CRAFT FESTIVAL 

Friday. July 27. through Sunday. July 29. 10 am. to S p.m., at Shelburne Museum. S2- 
8: free for children ages 12 and under; S10 weekend pass. $1-3 for Taste of Shelburne 
tickets; partial proceeds benefit the Shelburne Craft School, info. 425-3399. 
craftproducers.com 


Take Your 'Cue 



Fire up the grills! Forty teams try to smoke their competition at the Harpoon 
Championships of New England Barbecue, a heated, two-day throwdown 
returning for its 12th year. On Saturday, Kansas City Barbecue Society-certified 
judges crown the 2012 Harpoon New England Grand Champion - who is then 
qualified for the nation's ultimate 'cue contest at die American Royal. Come 
Sunday, amateurs and professionals sling chicken wings, pork chops, sausages 
and more at the Harpoon Summer Sizzler. Grab a plate and a pint and make the 
rounds — or head to “Barbecue 


University" to give your home- 
grilling skills a boost. Let’s get 


■1.28 6 29 1 
FOOD C DRINK 



Music 

and 

Lyrics 

W ho but Suzanne Vega could turn a poignant song 
about an abused child into a chart topper? With 
whispering vocals, cerebral lyrics and a refreshing 
lack of pomp, "Luka" explains why the singer-songwriter was 
received as the savior of the mid-1980s folk scene. Vega’s literate 
songs of city life and the human experience triggered an epic 
rise in female folk-pop — and, more than two decades later, the 
uncommon storyteller reinterprets her earlier work in a series of 
poetically stripped-down Close-Up volumes, which can be heard at 
Goddard College's outdoor pavilion on Sunday. 

JUL.29 1 MUSIC 

SUZANNE VEGA 

Sunday. July 29. at Haybam Theater, Goddard College, in 
Plainfield. Gates open at 7 p.m.: concert begmsat 8 p.m. $25- 
30. Info, 595-2233. goddard.edu 
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Hoofing It 

Curious about the real origins of the word 
“horsepower"? Draft horses cut, rake and ted die 
fields the old-fashioned way at Billings Farm & 
Museum's inaugural Hay Day. Using vintage farm 
equipment, mighty ungulates demonstrate 19th- 
century haying techniques to educate visitors of all 
ages about Vermont's early agricultural days. Folks 
can furdier explore the fields through narrated horse- 
drawn wagon rides and kids activities. (Who's up for 
a game of Penny in the Haystack?) After a long day in 
the sun, kick back with switchel, a thirst-quenching 
water-and-vinegar-based drink — it’s known as die 
“haymakers punch.” 

JH I AGRICULTURE 

HAY DAY 

Saturday. July 28. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m, at Billings Farm & 
Museum in Woodstock. Regular admission $3-12: free for 
kids under 3. Info. 457-2355. bllllngsfarm.org 




calendar 






LIST YOUR EVENT FOR FREE AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTEVENT 



calendar 


§ 


I 

5 

S 



DREAM BIG! YOUTH MEDIA LAB: Fledgling 
filmmakers create movies and explore related 
technology In a collaborative program cohosted 
by Mlddlebury Community Televlsloa For kids 
entering Fourth grade and up. Itsley Public Library. 
Mlddlebury. 3-5 p.m. Free. Info. 388-4097. 


ELLIES PRESCHOOL PARTY: Singer, actor and 



FAIRY DOOR WORKSHOP Crafty participants fash- 
ion a pixie portal, allowing the magical beingslnto 
their world. Kellogg-Hubbard Library. Montpelier 2 
p.m. Free: preregister. Info, 223-3338. 

LEARN ABOUT BATS: Jerry Schneider details the 

Jaqulth PubllcLIbrary. Marshfield. 10:30 a.m. Free. 
lnfo.428-3581.Jaqulthpubllcllbrary@gmall.com. 

STUFFED- ANIMAL SLEEPOVER Little ones part 

adventures. Fairfax Community Library, dropoff 
3-6 p.m Free. Info. 849-2420. 

TEEN AFTER-HOURS: Adolescentsentering 
seventh through 12th grade take In tunes from 
musician Brady. I Isley Public Library. Mlddlebury. 
6-8 p.m.Ftee. Info. 388-4097. 

TEENS TAKE OVER THE KITCHEN. Serious sweet 

from scratch. Healthy Living Market and Cafe 
South Budingtorv 3:30-5 p.m.$2S; preregister. 
Info. 863-2569. exU, 


THE SOUND OF MUSIC’: LYNOONVILLE: How do 



Lyndonville. 7 p.m. $5-10. Info. 626-5358. 


actors presenta side-splitting, highly physical take 
on Shakespeare on an outdoor stage. Wellspring 
Waldorf School. Tunbridge 6 p.m. Donations ac- 
cepted. Info. 272-2705. 

WHO DO YOU THINK YOU ARE? STRAIGHT TALK 


FOR TEENS: Life-purpose expert Keith Leon shares 



tending adolescents to speak openly and honestly 
about whatever they want Big Picture Theater 
& Cafe Waltsfield, 14 p.m. Free. Info, 595-3700. 
kelth@bakeyourbook.com. 



ELIZABETH THOMPSON & CYNTHIA HUARD 



JACKSON GORE OUTDOOR MUSIC SERIES: 







AFFAIRS OF THE HEART: SPELLS FOR LOVE 
^ RELATIONSHIPS: Local author, healer and 


Dancer Books & Gifts Burlington. 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
Donationsaccepted. Info. 660-8060. 


WENDY PIERSON MEMORIAL GOLF TOURNAMENT 
FOR BRAIN CANCER RESEAROH A shotgun start 

David^Krag. Rocky Ridge Golf Club. SL George 1 ^ 



A MIOSUMMER NIGHTS DREAM’ Buffoonery 

Main Street’s steampunk-mspired production of 
the Bard's magical comedy. Ackley Hal I. Green 
Mountain College. Poultney. 7 p.m. $5-12: free far 

’BOEING-BOEING’ See WED.25, Bp.m. 



■■ FIND FUTURE DATES + UPDATES AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/EVENTS = 



SAT.28 


OCCUPY CENTRAL VERMONT GENERAL 

Montpelier. 3-5 p.m. Free. 


agriculture 

GREEN MOUNTAIN DRAFT HORSE FIELD DAY 




hasaarn 

ANNUAL GIANT BOOK SALE: See WED.25, 9 a.m. 
ONE WORLD MARKET: Local businesses and ven- 
dors display everything from handmade d othing 
and jewelry to upcyeled pieces, ethnic items and 


COMEDY «P CATAMOUNT Tire Vermont Comedy 
Improv and musical skits for the 13-and-up crowd. 
Center. SL Johnsbury. cocktail hour. 6-7 p.m.: 


conferences 

BURLINGTON RUBY CONFERENCE: See FRL27. 9 
a.m.-4 p.m. 

dance 

HOMEGROWN IN THE TRADITION: Val Medve and 

connect the dots between English, Scottish and 
New England social dances. Capital City Grange 


environment 

ROZALIA PROJECT: MARINE DEBRIS CLEANUP 

Burlington. 10 am. -noon. Free. Info. 859-3413. 


etc. 


40TH ANNIVERSARY COOKOUT & DANCING: The 

stone In sustainability education with a lakeside 

Barn. Shelburne Farms. 4-9p.m. $10-2S: free for 
kids under 3: cash bar. Info. 9BS-B6B6. 

BRISTOL STAMPEDE The Red Knights 


a two-hour ride to benefit the cure for cystic 



CHAMPLAIN VALLEY GEM. MINERAL & FOSSIL 



CLASSIC CAR SHOW: Auto enthusiasts ogle sweet 
rides at a benefit for COTS featuring prizes, food 
and music. Rain date: August* COTS, Burlington 
I0a.m.-3p.m Donations accepted. Info. 86E-907Z 
DOWNER FUND OAY: Vermontersgo to summer 



HISTORIC TOUR OF UVM: Folks register online. 




ROSE STREET RAMBLE-TACULAR: Neighbors 
celebrate the Old North End by taking the floor 
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Annual 


A/Ziame & A , ASide^a/ T 

presents 
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BROADWAY STAR 
MARLA SCHAFFEL 

THE SOUND 

Sunday, July 29 


OF MUSIC 

Noon-5 p.m. 

featuring 

FULL GREEK MENU 

GREEK PASTRIES 


Hie tent 
behind 

Lakeview Inn, H 

Greensboro RH 

7:30 p.m., 

July 20, 21, 25, 



GREEK MUSIC 

AND DANCING 

RAIN OR SHINE 

FREE ADMISSION 


Tickets at the door or by 
check or credit card 

S30 adults, S20 seniors, 

SI 8 children, students, veterans 
Checks made out to 
Greensboro Arts Alliance, Box 304, 
Greensboro, Vermont 05841 

Greek Orthodox Church 

Corner of Ledge Rd.,& So. Willard St 
Bnrmgton.VT • 862-2155 

Additional parking at Christ The King Church 


Tickets also available at: 

Greensboro Garage. Connie's Kitchen 
and Hazendale Farm 
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greensboroarts@gmail.com 



3 RdW ,~8ir«i^»"“ v 

EIA, NUNERAL 
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calendar 
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food and craft vendor* Town Green Bristo 
a.m.-l p,m. Free. Info 4S3-6796, brlstolfarn 
marketegmall.com. 

BURLINGTON FARMERS MARKET: More th 




calendar spotlight Ft 


8BB- HARP DON. 


IS MARKET: See WED.2S. 9 


PARENTS PICK 


Moth Madness 

Don't leave your little lepldopterist 
home at night. Not 
when there's a 
MOTH PARTY at 
Audubon Vermont, 
offering up nature's 

nocturnal entertainment. Q 

The time is right: July's long , ,» j 

days lend themselves to staying 
up late, and July 23 through 29 is 
National Moth Week. You'll see a diversity 
of "butterflies of the night" ranging from pin- 
to palm-size, and their patterns and colors are 
a lesson in the art of camouflage. Audubon 
staff set up lights and bait to attract the night 
flyers, and James Hedbor of the Vermont 
Entomological Society will be on hand with 
mounted specimens to help with identification. 

Wind up the night with a moonlight OWL PROWL. 


MOTH PARTY AND OWL PROWL Saturday. July 28, Education Barn at the 
Green Mountain Audubon Center, Huntington. 8-9:30 p.m. Info. 434-3068. 
vt.audubon.org 




©Have you seen our new 
mobile site at kidsvt.com? 


Easily browse and get 


info on nearby events! 



KOSA INTERNATIONAL PERCUSSION WORKSHOP. 
CONCERT: Instructing faculty and special guests 



MARLBORO MUSIC FESTIVAL: A weekend Corv 



OTHA DAY DRUMMING CIRCLE: Percussive partici- 
pants of al I ages play games, songs and Improvl- 

RUSTED ROOT: The Pennsylvania alt-rockers kick 





outdoors 

BOLTON VALLEY BIRD WALK: Feathered wings and 

jaunt. Meet at the alpine lodge parking lotto car- 
pool to the trail head. Bolton Valley Nordic Center 
Bolton 7:30 a.m. Free: preregister. Info. BB3-2436 
gmasl9greenmountalnaudubon.org. 


FINDING FABULOUS FERNS: Retired botany 



the diversity of these ‘butterfl les of the night.' 
Green Mountain Audubon Center, Huntington 
8-9:30 p.m. SS-7: preregister. Inlb, 434-3068. 
SUN BOXES. See FRL27. 10 am.-S p.m. 



WATER STRIDERS: See THU.26, 2 p.r 


WE WALK THE MUSICAL I 


J.26. 



sport 

ONION RIVER CENTURY RIDE: Pledge-propelled 



223-3338. 






LIST YOUR EVENT FOR FREE AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTEVENT 




THE ELEANOR FR 
PLAY FESTIVAL ! 

2 p.m. &B p.m. 


! FRL27 8 p.m. 

: BASKERVILLES': See THU.26. 


THE SOUND OF MUSIC: GREENSBORO See 


THE SOUND OF MUSIC: HYDE PARK: 5ee THU.26. 



SUN. 29 

activism 

THE HUMAN OIL SPILL 8lack-shi rted Vermonters 
against tar sands form a giant -human oil spill' 
as part of larger protests at the New England 

pm. Free. Info. 540-0379. 


agriculture 

ANNUAL PERENNIAL. SHRUB & TREE SALE: 



bazaars 

ANNUAL GIANT BOOK SALE: See WED.25. 9 am. 


conferences 




fairs & festivals 

BOOKSTOCK VERMONT: See FRI.27. noon. 
DEERFIELD VALLEY BLUEBERRY FESTIVAL: See 



JIG IN THEVALLEY: For the 20thyear. the village 



MILAREPA FESTIVAL DAY: Folks fite Mllarepa. 



?: See FRL27. 1:30 p.m,, S:30 p.m.. 




kids 



Come heoR fantastic Jigs, Reels, slow alas at the 

14th Annual. 

Pi'peRs’ Gathering 

Two Concents: 



Renaissance pipes, fiddle, whistle, and flute. 


Tickets at the door. $15 adults (cash only), under 12 free 
wrs-w.pipersgathering.org 


SNL 

COMEDY 

SHOW 


SEPTEMBER 6 / 8PM / PATRICK GYM 

$75 PUBLIC. TICKETS AVAILABLE AT WWW.FLYNNTIX.I 

rrxKT a 

UVM PROGRAM BOARD |CC| 





Exposed. 


July 13th - October 13th 2012 
Helen Day Art Center 
Stowe, Vermont 


mountains and more... 


Fire & Metal Goldsmiths 


calendar 




MARJORIE CADY MEMORIAL WRITERS GROUP 

Budding wordsmlths Improve their craft through 

noon Free. Info. 388-2926. cpottei93S@comcasL 


TUE.31 


ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE CLASS: Teens and 



899-2378. 


etinrotiHiPiif 



Info. 540-0188. * P 



IE-TRAVEL TUESDAY Vi 


a.m.-5 p.m. Regular admission S3-12: free for kids 
under 3.lnfo,4S7-23SS. 


fairs & festivals 

DEERFIELD VALLEY BLUEBERRY FESTIVAL: See 










READ BOOKS 


CROW 


BOOKSHOP 


YOUR LOCAL SOURCE 
SINCE ms 


CHURCH ST • BURLINGTON, VT 
DWBOOKS.COM • (802) 862-0848 



120 

JOBS 



14 

PAGES 



line at sevendaysvt.com/jobs 





classes 


dance! Beginning classes 
repeat each month, but In- 
termediate classes vary from 


' LITTLE AS $13. 7S/WEEK (INCLUDES SIX PHOTOS AND 
UNLIMITED DESCRIPTION ONLINE). SUBMIT YOUR 
CLASS AO AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTCLASS. 



building 

TINY-HOUSE RAISING: Cos 

Hyde Park. Hyde Park. Info: 
Peter King. 933-6101 A ere 
of beginners will help instru 
tor Peter King frame and 


business 

WOMEN'S SMALL-BIZ START- 
UP: Aug. 23-Oec. 14. Every 


(download from website). 
Location: Mercy Connections 
Office. Z55 S. Champlain St.. 


WSBP alumni. Far more than 
just business theory, youll 
spend 120 hours complet- 
ing a bullet-proof business 
plan doing feasibility studies 


camps 

CLIMBI NG: Aug. 6-10. 9 a.m.- 
4 pm. Gaily. Cost: $340/ 
weeklong camp. Location: 


ra Cliffs C II mt 


iblngari 


School. Andrea Charest, 657- 
3872, andreaffipetradlffs. 
com, petracliffs.com/camps/ 


investigate forces, the dynam- 
ics of falling, energy transfer, 
strength of climbing gear and 
factors of safety. Well climb. 


DANCE STUDIO SALSALINA: 

Burlington. Info: Victoria, 

on-one and on- two, group and 
private, four levels. Beginner 
walk-in classes. Wednesdays. 

6 p.m. S13/person for one-hour 


required, justthe desire to 
have fun! Drop in any time 
and prepareforan enjoyable 

DSANTOS VT SALSA: Jul. 30- 
Aug.21 


eekly 


Pokalo. 846-7338. gpokaloffi 
mercyconnectlons.org wsbp. 
org. Make your business idea a 
reality! This Intensive. 15-week 

MBA with a comprehensive 


st:$10/l-hr.c 

180 Flynn Ave.. Burlington. 
lnfo:TylerCrandall, 598-9204, 
crandalltyier@hotmail.com, 
dsantosvt.com. Add some 


drumming 

TAIKO, OJEMBE. CONGAS & 
BATA!: Location: Burlington 

suite 3-G, AIITogetherNow, 

Montpelier. Info: Stuart Paton 
999-4255, spatonSSffigmall. 
com. Burlington classes: 

Cal I for weekly conga and 

startsTuesday. September 
11, and October 30. kids, 

4:30 p.m., S60/6 weeks; 
adults, 5:30 p.m.. S72/6 
weeks. Monday Advanced 
classes start September 10 


house-call classes by request. 
Call for Women's Friday 5 
p.m. Conga class. Montpelier 
classes: Djembe class starts 
Thursday. July 12. S:30 p.m, 
S45/3 weeks. Thursday Conga. 
Haitian. Taiko and children’s 
drumming classes. Call with 


education 

YOUR BLUEPRINT FOR 

College St.. Burlington. Info: 
Connie Livingston, 864-2978 
clivlngsffisover.net con- 
niellvlngston.com. Connie 
Livingston provides the tools 
and support to help you sue- 


Success, can help you get on 
top of all the changes hap- 
pening in your life. Create your 
Blueprint and feel calm and 


LEARN TO DANCE W/ A 
PARTNER!: Cost: $50/4-wk. 
class. Location: Champlain 
Club. 20 Crowley St. 
Burlington. Lessons also 

First Step Dance, 598-6757. 

rirstStepDance.com. Come 
alone, or come with friends. 


edible and medicinal pla 
food as first medicine, si 
able living skills, andthi 
journey. Annie McCleary 


jewelry 


JEWELRY CLASSES: Tue, 10 
a.m.-12:30 p.m. also Sure on a 
monthly announcement Cost 
$1402.5 hrs. 4x/mo. Sun. class 
will be announced monthly. 

St, Al. Burlington. Info: jane 
frank jewellerydesign, jane 
frank. 999-3242, infoffijane- 
frank.de, janefrank.de. Learn 
how to make your own jewel- 
ery with German-trained gold- 

Arts) in a ful ly equipped studio 

and advanced techniques 
but also be able to focus on 

language 

LEARN SPANISH & OPEN 
NEW DOORS: Location: 
Spanish in Waterbury Center. 
Waterbury Ctr. Info: Spanish 
in Waterbury Center, 585- 
1025 spanishparavosffigmalL 
rrburycenter. 


and Spanish literature. We 
speak and practice Spanish in 
class, and you learn quickly. 
We are experienced Spanish 


great method to get in shape 
and reduce stress. Classes 
for adults and children ages 
5-12. Scholarships for youth 
ages 7-17. Classes are taught 


AIKIDO CLASSES: Cost: S' 


Aikido, 862-9785, vermontal- 
kido.org. Aikido trains body 
and spirit together, promot- 
ing physical flexibility and 


provide high-quality, afford- 
able instruction in the Spanish 
languagefor adults, students 
and children. Our fifth year. 


rorcomplete information or 
contact us for details. 

SPANISH CLASSES: Jul. 19- 
Sep. 13. 6:30 p.m. Location: 

constanciagffigmail.com. 
Learn the basics of Spanish 
from pronunciation, basic 
vocabulary and situations. 
Beginners, intermediate. AP 
Spanish Spanish conversation 



confidence in oneself. Vermont 
Aikido invites you to explore 
this graceful martial art in a 
safe, supportive environment. 

MARTIAL WAY SELF-DEFENSE 
CENTER: Please visit website 


the beginning student as the 
most Important member of 
the school. Experienced mar- 


ing policies. We are dedicated 
to helping every member 
achieve his or her highest 


VERMONT BRAZILIAN JIU- 
JITSU: Mort-Fri, 6-9 p.m, & 
Sat, 10 a.m. 1st class Is free. 
Location: Vermont Brazilian 


and children. Brazilian Jiu- 
Jitsu enhances strength, flex- 
ibility. balance, coordination 


tuilds and helps to Instill 
:ourageand self-confidence. 
He offer a legitimate Braziliar 


imitations. Learn from one of 
the world's best Julio Toca' 
Fernandez, CBJJ and IBJJF 
certified 6th Degree Black Belt 


and raised in Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil! A 5- time Brazilian Jiu- 
Jitsu National Featherweight 
Champion and 3-time Rio de 


massage 

ASIAN BODYWORK THERAPY 
PROGRAM: Weekly on Mon, 
Tue. Cost: $5000500-hr. 
program. Location: Elements 
of Healing. 21 Essex Way. suite 

of Healing. Scott Moylan. 
288-8160. element sofheal- 
lngffiverizon.net element- 
sofheallng.net. This program 
teaches two forms of massage. 

theory and diagnosis as well 
as the body's meridian system 
acupressure points. Yin 
Yang and 5-Element Theory. 
Additionally. 100 hours of 

ogy will be taught. VSAC non- 
NCBTMB-assigned school. 

MASSAGE PRACTITIONER 
TRAINING: Sep. 11-Jun. 

2. 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Cost: 
$8.000course. + supplies. 

Healing Arts. 187 St. Paul 

Touchstone Healing Arts, 
658-7715. touchvtffigmail. 
com. touchstoneheallngarts. 
com. Touchstone Healing Arts 
School of Massage offers a 
690-hour program in Western- 
style (Swedish) and therapeu- 

solid foundation in therapeu- 
tic massage anatomy and 
physiology, clinical practice, 
professional development and 


Burlington. Join us! 

meditation 


by appt Meditation sessior 
on Tue. & Thu, noon-1 p.m. 
The Shambhala Cafe meets 
the 1st Sat of ea. mo. for 
meditation! discussions. 9 



izing. Location: Burlington 

Winooski Ave., Burlington. 
Info: 658-6795. burllngton- 
5hambhalactr.org. Through 
the practice of sitting still and 
following your breath as it 

simply letting yourself be. as 
you are. you develop genuine 
sympathy toward yourself. The 
Burlington Shambhala Center 
offers meditation as a path to 


to sail in the past but need a 
refresher, these courses are for 
you! The curriculum includes 
an introduction to sailing over 


rigging to sailing maneuvers 
such as tacking jibing, docking 
and mooring. info@communi- 
tysallingcenter.com. 

sports 

STAND-UPPADDLEBOARDING: 

Weekdays by appL:SaL& 

Sun. Cost: S30hour1ong pri- 
vates & semiprivates: $20 ea. 
for groups. Location: Oakledge 
Park & Beach, end of Flynn 
Ave„ a mile south of down- 


LGBTQ RETREAT: CONFIDENCE 
& COMPASSION: Sep. 7-9. 9 
a-m. Location: Karme Choling 
369 Patneaude Lane. Barnet 
Info: 633-2384. karmecholing. 
org. Come together both as a 


tion. Explore confidence and 
compassion and connect more 
fully to your naturally wakeful 
heart and mind. 


BarneL Info. 633-2384, kar- 
mechollng.org. Awaken your 
Inner compassionate warrior! 


The simple and profound 
technique of mindfulness and 
awareness Is the basis of a 
secular path of meditation 

any spiritual tradition. 

pilates 

PILATES! CHACE MILL!: 6 
days/wk. Location: Natural 
Bodies Pilates, 1 Mill St, 


So many people love Pilates! 
Joininthe fun In Reformer, 
Circuit and Mat classes. From 

class that is just right for you. 

sign up for our Pilates Circuit 
class and learn as you go! Get 
strong stay healthy! 


sailing 


Champlain. Jason Starr, 
881-4905, jason@paddle- 
surfchamplain.com, paddle- 
surfchamplain.com. Learn to 
stand-up paddleboard with 
PaddlesurfChamplain! Get 


to toe. Instruction on paddle 
handling and balance skills to 
get you moving your first time 
out. Learn why people love 


hey try it. 






YANG-STYLE T»l CHI: Wed., 


yoga 

EVOLUTION YOGA: $14/ 
class. $130/class card. $5-$10 


certified teachers are skilled 
with students ranging from 
beginner to advanced. We 
offer classes in Vinyasa. 


for birth and strengthen 
postpartum with pre-/post- 
natal yoga, and check out our 
thriving massage practice. 


LAUGHING RIVER YOGA: Yoga 
classes 7 days a wk. Individual 
classes range from $5 to 
S!5:S115/10 classes: $130/ 
unlimited monthly. Location: 
Laughing River Yoga. Chace 
Mill, suite 126, Burlington. 
Info: 343-8119, laughingnv- 
eryoga.com. We offer yoga 
classes, workshops, retreats 
and 200-hour teacher training 
taught by experienced and 

a variety of styles, including 
Knpalu. Jivamukti. Vinyasa 

and more. Hit the beach 

forYogaSurfwith Emily 
September 7-9 In Ybrk. Maine! 

YOGA a STONE-BUILDING 
RETREAT: Sep. 14-16. Cost 


Church SL. Burlington. Info: 
864-7902, iptaichi.org. The 
Yang Snake Style is a dynamic 
tai chi method that mobilizes 
the spine while stretching 
rengthening the c 


Rd, Starksboro. Info: 864- 
9642. yoga@evolutlonvL 
com, evolutlonvt.com. Inthi! 
weekend workshop, we will 

techniques ofworking with 

ground prep, stone shap- 
ing the art of fitting stones 
together, design and building 


Info: 864-2499, communi- 
tysallingcenter.org. If you've 
never sailed before or used 



YOU RACE. 
THEY WIN. 


Saving lives is easier than you think. 

Whether you run, walk or stroll, discover with every step your power to change 
the world. Join the Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure B and the movement 
that started it all. Together, we promise to end breast cancer forever. 

Saturday, July 28 

Hildene Meadows, Manchester, VT 



Register today at komenvtnh.org 

For more information call 888-550-CURE. 


f susan c. Komen 

race 

cure 
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WGDR/H presents... 

OUTDOOR TENT ^ GODDARD COLLEGE 

PLA IN FIELD, VT 

$25 ADV $30 DAY-OF 

TICKETS & INFO at WGDR.ORG. 

WOODBURY MOUNTAIN TOYS POSITIVE PIE VTD1GGER.ORG 
The INN at MONTPELIER CAPITOL COPY SHAKESPEARE in the HILLS 
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music 


Spin 

Doctor 

A former BTV MC returns 

BY JOHN FLANAGAN 


L ong before BURNTmd be- 
came a successful MC and 
music promoter, he was 
5-year-old Brent Kauflman. 
selling baseball cards on the beach- 
es of Brooklyn. Now 31, he has since 
worked through a difficult adoles- 
cence marked by insecurity, drugs 
and crime to reconnect with his en- 
terprising spirit The onetime Ver- 
mont rapper's latest album. Not So 
Black ft White, comes after 13 years 
free from addiction. It features an 
impressive lineup of hip-hop lumi- 
naries such as Planet Asia, Madlib 
and Def Squads Keith Murray, the 
last of whom BURNTmd will join 
fora homecomingappearancc at the 
Higher Ground Showcase Lounge 
this Thursday, July 26. 

“My journey has had a lot of ob- 
stacles to overcome," he says simply. 

BURNTmd attributes his bour- 
geoning success to hard work and 
perseverance. Now a resident of 
Denver, Colo_ the entrepreneur has 
launched GTD Entertainment - a 
multifaceted A&R company that 
records, promotes, consults and 
distributes all things hip-hop. Art- 
ists who have worked with GTD in- 
clude Snoop Dogg. George Clinton 
and Game. BURNTmd founded the 
company in Burlington, where he 
landed after a series of false starts. 
Throughout his tribulations, how- 
ever, a passion for writing, perform- 
ingand production never left him. 

BURNTmd says he discovered 
his musical talents when he was 14, 
living in New Jersey and emulating 
the MCs he’d see at raves. 

“You know, growin’ up and listen- 
ing to music, everyone sings a song 
they like But some people want to go 
and sing their own song one day,” he 
says. He cites Bone Thugs-n- Harmo- 
ny, Notorious B.LG., Funkmaster Flex 
and Cypress Hill as early influences. 

Writing, he says, was a better 
form of expression than acting out 
how he felL BURNTmd adds that 
he found the quick drum-and-bass 

genial to his lyrical flow. 

“I think fast,” he says. 

After establishing a confident 
writing voice, die MC says it took 
years to perfect a blend between his 
content and delivery. 

“I wasn't just trying to write a 
song or a rap," BURNTmd says. “I 
wanted to make sure I captured my 
expression, as well." 

Uncomfortable in “the dirty 
Jerz,” Burnt says he mellowed his 
negative experience with drugs, 
only to find himself temporarily- 
homeless during high school 

“I was numbing my feelings," he 
says. “1 didn't care about myself. I 


was living reckless.” 

Cajoled by his concerned par- 
ents, BURNTmd joined the NAVY, 
or “Never Again Volunteer Your- 
self," as he quips, when he was 19. 
His brief stint in die military ended 
after he failed a drug test that a re- 
cruiter had promised he wouldn’t 
have to take for a month after sign- 
ing up. 

The erstwhile cryptology trainee 
soon found himself hitchhiking to 
Burlington from his father's cabin 
in Stowe. Vermont he says, turned 
his life around. He learned to coor- 
dinate events, and propelled himself 
vigorously into the flourishing mu- 

“When I first got there. Liquid 
Energy was going on,” he says, ref- 
erencing the now-defunct Church 
Street cafe and nightclub. Having 
some booking experience from a 
production company he had started 
during his New Jersey rave days. 

I'M JUST SO HAPPY 
10 PUTA SMILE 
ON THE FACE OF 
SOMEONEWHOSE 
UFE MIGHT BE 
IN JEOPARDY. 

BURNTMD 

called Stay Away Productions, 
BURNTmd was soon bringing lo- 
cal rappers together while honing 
his craft at Metronome and Higher 
Ground. His streetwise attitude, 
however, was not always particu- 
larly embraced. 

“I was still learning the Vermont 
quality of life,” he says. "I grew up 
in a place where there were prob- 
ably 60 white kids out of 1000. So 
people would always call me the N- 
word without a thought, as a term 
of endearment Then I would get 
on stage here and start rapping and 
people would look at me like 'What 
the hell is this guy doin'?'" 

Eventually BURNTmd's Ver- 
mont hip-hop confederates helped 
him find a balance without aban- 
doning his voice and style. 

“You gotta serve yourself on a 
platter,” he says of promoting him- 
self. “But you've gotta be tasteful, 
you know? You don’t go into a bar- 
bershop with a lawn mower.” 

After his Burlington adaptation, 
a local guitar player, Chris Kyle, 
heard BURNHnd at a Loomis Street 
house party. Kyle, who BURNTmd 


says was “very, very drunk” at the 
time, insisted he meet his room- 
mate, Danny Mansion. Mansion and 
BURNT hit it off. and the former 
ended up producing one of the MC's 
most successful tunes, “Stormy 
Mondays,” along with many others. 
Mansion also appears on the latest 
release. 

Not So Black & White offers 
BURNTmd's reflections on growing 
up as a religious and ethnic minority 
in the tristate area. The MC, who is 
Jewish, says he frequently got into 
fights and constantly questioned 
why race and ethnicity create such 
barriers. He says he prefers asking 
questions in his songwriting rather 
than making statements. 

"We don’t need the right an- 
swer,” BURNTmd says, “just the 
right question" 

One of those questions was ask- 
ing Keith Murray to work with him. 
The former Def Squad founder and 
notoriously rambunctious MC has 
become a frequent collaborator. 

about messing with Keith,” says 
BURNTmd. "But I got his num- 
ber and called him up right away. 
You just gotta know how to talk to 

Nastee. a respected local rap- 
per and producer in his own righL 
reveres his rhyming ally for his ex- 
ceptional business sense. 

“BURNT works harder than 
most established artists do. and 
his grind never stops," Nastee says. 
“Persistence overcomes resistance, 
and BURNT is most definitely per- 

The upcoming Higher Ground 
show will mark BURNTmd's first 
return to town since hosting abene- 

May. Inspired by his stint with phi- 
lanthropy. he decided to host what 
he’s callingthe Vermont Free Ticket 
Giveaway. To be given to patients, 
volunteers and donors. Thirty -five 
free tickets to his concert are be- 
ing distributed, via the radio station 
Planet 96.7, to the American Cancer 
Society. Local businesses, includ- 
ing the Spirit of Ethan Allen HI. Full 
Hulk, Jivana Holistic Spa. Third 
Shift Clothing, Wild Life and the 
Village Sweep, were willingto spon- 
sor his idea immediately, he says. 

“I'm just so happy to put a smile 
on the face of someone whose 
life might be in jeopardy," says 
BURNTmd, sustaining the motto of 
GTD Entertainment; “Spread the 

‘The cure is love,” he adds. 
'That’s the answer for most things 
in life, otherthan bills." © 
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The Right Stuff 

I hate it when you make me scold 
you. But if you missed the Precipice, 
last weekend's all-local, diree-day 
rockanalia at die Intervale in Burlington 

— and a lot of you did — you, my friend, 
suck. This would normally be the part 
of the column where I backtrack and 
say something like ‘dust kidding!" to 
soften the blow of the insult I’ve just 
fired off. But seriously, what gives? 

It was a remarkable fesdval, and an 
excellent showcase of the wide range 
of musical talent our little comer of 
the world has to offer. To anyone who 
gripes that die local scene ain’t what 
it used to be — especially if you passed 
on the fest — consider yourself shouted 

In fairness, there was an awful lot 
going on this weekend competing 
for your attention: the Vermont 
Brewers Festival, absolutely stunning 
performances by both Andrew Bird and 
Patrick Watson at Higher Ground, ’90s 
night at Metronome, probably some 
karaoke somewhere, etc. But if you 
didn't take the opportunity to catch at 
least some of the Precipice, you missed 
somediing special. 

I went down Saturday afternoon and 
had a dioroughly awesome time, maryse 
smith, who had been on a performance 
hiatus recently, unveiled a suite of new 
material from her forthcoming album 
as gorgeous and heart wrenching 
as anydiing she's produced dius far 

— which is saying something. Even 
seemingly battling a tired voice, she 
was as swoon-worthy as ever alongside 
pat melvin on upright bass, wave ofthe 
future delivered some seriously gnarly, 
sci-fi dance punk, parmaga offered 
sneak peeks at material from their 
forthcoming album, barbacoa continued 
their triumphant homecoming run. 
shelly shredder sounded muscular 

and confident, locking in harmonies 
to offset the loss of founding member 
johanna hiller, who recently left the 
band. They also inspired the evening’s 
first random shirtless dancing dude, a 
summer-festival staple. So Shredder 
have got that going for them, which is 
nice. The wee folkestra were not so wee, 
addingsouio city’s tyler George minetti 
on lap steel. And craig mitchell & motor 
city continued to impress, closing out 
the night with sinfully funky R&B strut. 
And that was just Saturday evening. 

From what I saw Saturday, and 
heard about die Friday and Sunday 


showcases, the festival was modestly 
attended. I was honestly a little 
surprised not to see more folks down 
on the farm while I was there. But the 
crowd that did show up was eager and 
attentive. As a friend pointed out, “It's 
not a huge crowd. But it's the right 
crowd." 

Mild elitism aside, I’m inclined to 
agree. And I’D hope that ifLEE anoerson 
and joe adler, among several others 
who brought the festival to life, decide 
to make this an annual affair — and it 
sounds as though they just might — 
more of the “right crowd” will venture 
down. Because: really, the right crowd 
includes anyone who cares about local 
music. If you're reading this column, 

I'm guessing that includes you. So 
whaddya say — see you next year? 

BiteTorrent 

Speaking of big-deal beat musk 
festivals, last week, grace potter ano 
the nocturnals announced a few more 
details about September's second 
annual Grand Point North Festival at 
Waterfront Park in Burlington. It seems 
the black croines - chris robinson has been 
added to Friday’s lineup. Additbnally, 
a pair of after-parties was announced, 
including a solo performance from 
GPN guitarist benny yurco at Nectar's 
on Friday, September 14, and an all-star 
jam with galactic at the Higher Ground 
Ballroom on Saturday, September 15. 


The third annual Cooler in the 
Mountains festival at Killington kicks 
off this week, with 1990s world- 
rock stalwarts rusted root — who, 
apparently, still exist — on Saturday, 
July 28. The festival continues every 


Saturday for five weeks, highlighted by 
a performance from tile legendary dirty 
dozen brass band on August 18. That is 
all. 


A few weeks ago, I reviewed the 
latest record from Plattsburgh-based 
Latin jazz cat rick davies, called Salsa 
Nortena. To refresh your memory, the 
record, loaded with local and regional 
jazz luminaries, was one of the more 
entertaining CDs I’ve spun in my 
player this year, and it offers proof that 
latitude does not preclude aptitude 
when it comes to sizzling Caribbean 
grooves. Anyway, tills Thursday, July 
26, Davies and company are throwing 
a Burlington release party for that 
album at the FlynnSpace. In addition 
to band regulars such as trumpeter ray 
vega, Davies will be joined by Grammy- 
winning pianist arturo ofarrill. who 
founded the afro latin jazz orchestra, 
which is kind of a big deal. Also, to clue 
you in on a little unwritten rub: Anyone 
named Arturo is automatically awesome 
at Latin jazz. True story. 


Speaking of release parties for albums 
that came out months ago, zack oupont 
is (again) celebrating the rebase of 
his most recent record, Somewhere In 
Between, at Nectar’s on Wednesday, 
August L with support from bob wagner 
and pedal-steel whiz brett lanier. 
Typically, this is where I'd make some 
snide comment about the statute of 
limitations regarding how long you can 

SOUNDBITES » R6I 

Follow ©DanBolles on 

□an blogs on Solid State at 

sevendaysvt.com/blogs. 




DISCOUNT 
gROUTEj BEVERAGE 
^ 1 OUTLET 


LIQUOR & DEM 802-985-3246 


Ha™ 


ENTERTHEBEERCAVE! 

Check out our expansive selection 
of craft, micro, imported 
and domestic beers. Our 
selection i 



Alchemist Brewers’ 

HEADY TOPPER BEER 

from Waterbury $12.79 - 4 pack 


OPEN 7 DAYS 

985-3246 . 2659 Shelburne Road 



WED. 25 

burlington area 

1/2 LOUNGE: Scott Mangan (singer 
songwriter). 7p.m.. Free. Rewind with 
DJ Craig Mitchell (retro). 10 p.m.. Free. 

BREAKWATER CAFE: Mango Jam 



RADIO BEAN: Liptak/Evans Duo 
()azz). 6:30 p.m.. Free. Ensemble V 
(|au), 7:30 pm Free. Irish Sessions. 
9p.m.Free.DoomPck(lmprov).H 




Daddy Issues For years, singer /songwriter ADAM COHEN did everything he could, 
short of changing his last name, to distance himself from the legacy cast by his iconic father, 
Leonard Cohen. Recently, after carving out a successful career in his own right, the younger 
Cohen has begun to embrace his musical lineage, even occasionally performing versions of dear 
old dad's tunes in concert He's currently touring with a pair of pop tunesmiths who also know a 
thing or two about heightened expectations wrought by their famous surnames: rufus wainwright 
and teddy Thompson, the sons of Loudon Wainwright HI and Richard and Linda Thompson, 
respectively. Wonder if they ever considered careers in accounting? Catch them at the Higher 
Ground Ballroom this Wednesday, August 1. 


champlain valley 


GOODTIMES CAFE: Nelson L 
(piano). 8:30 p.m., $12. 

TWO BROTHERS TAVERN: Si 

folk). 9 p.m. $2. 


northern 

THE HUB PIZZERIAS, PUB: Seth 

MOOG'S PLACE: Lesley Grantand 

regional 

MONOPOLE Open MIC. B p,m„ Free. 


THU. 26 

burlington area 

1/2 LOUNGE: Burgundy Thursday 
Dubee & Liam (dubstep). 10 p.m.. 

BREAKWATER CAFE: Slick Bitch 



TABU CAFE & NIGHTCLUB Karaoke 
Night with Sassy Entertainment 5 


FRI.27 


burlington area 

1/2 LOUNGE: Samara Lark (slnger- 



BACKSTAGE PUB: Karaoke with 


BANANA WINDS CAFE & PUB: Island 
Free. Red Stellar (rock), 7:30 p.m. 

BREAKWATER CAFE: Night Train 
(rack). 6 p.m. Free 

CLUB METRONOME ,TK Deep 

LEVITY CAFE: Friday NlghtComedy 
LIFT: Ladles Nlght.9p.m„ Free/$3. 

MARRIOTT HARBOR LOUNGE: Pine 
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roll with the release-party gimmick 
— the album dropped in May and he 
had a Burlington release party at the 
FlynnSpace. But I'm going to give 
duPont a pass here because his album is 
excellent, revealing a supremely gifted 
songwriter at the peak of his powers. So 
if he wants to celebrate it again, I give 
my blessing. 


It's another big week for the local 
EDM scene. In addition to 2K Deep’s 
party widi moombahton innovators 
nadastrom at Club Metronome this 
Friday, July 27 — see the spodight on 
page 64 — Nexus Artists once again 
welcomes house legend pete moss to the 
next installment of Sunday Night Mass, 
also at Metronome, this Sunday, July 29. 
For die uninitiated. Moss is among the 
planet's most respected and successful 
EDM producers and DJs, and has made 
Burlington a semiregular stop on his 
considerable global touring schedule. 


And now for something completely 
different, die Young Tradition Trad 
Camp gets under way this week, 
starting Monday, July 30, and running 
through Friday, August 3. The weeklong 
day camp at Memorial Auditorium 
in Burlington offers daily sessions 
for singers, players and dancers of all 
abilities. But more importandy, the 
camp is presenting a series of daytime 
and evening concerts. Highlights 
include two performances by shape- 


note singinggroup village harmony on 
Tuesday, July 31, an afternoon set from 
Burlington-based Syrian oud master 
anwar agha on Wednesday, August 1, 
and an evening showcase at the weekly 
Summervale series at the Intervale on 
Thursday, August 2. For a full schedule 
of events and info on the camp, visit 

enjoyburlington.com. 


Last but not least, I usually try to focus 
on good music in this lil’ ole column, 
but diere is a show coming up at 
Espresso Bueno in Barre diis Saturday, 
July 28, that sounds so horrendous it 
just has to be awesome. The. Worst. 
Song. Ever, competition is, well, pretty 
much exactly what it sounds like. 
Contestants pick terrible pop songs 


- no shortage tliere — practice them 
(or don’t) and unveil their version for 
the right to be called the worst ever. 
Apparently, the idea grew out of die 
annual bos Dylan Wannabe contest in 
Montpelier. But rather than limit folks 
to butcheringone artist, they wanted 
to open the entire catalog of bad pop. 
Now, it should be noted, the idea isn’t 
necessarily to crush an already bad 
song. It’s to take a terrible song and try 
to make it good, which is way harder 
dian it sounds. Just ask niocelback; 
they’ve been trying to make bad songs 
sound good for years. Zing! For more 

info, visit genuineadventures.com. © 


Listening In 

Once again this week's totally 
self-indulgent column segment in 
which I share a random sampling 
of what was on my iPod, turntable. 
CD player, eight-track player, etc. 


Our 71st Session! 

Traditional Session 
O Plano Concerts 
'r '1 at Waterside Hall 
■ Wednesday, July 25 at 7:30 pm 
Friday, July 27 at 7:30 pm 
Sunday. July 29 at 3:00 PM 
Wednesday, August 1 at 7:30 pm 
Friday, August 3 at 730 pm 
Free for members. Guest: $10, 
Seniors/Students: $6 
S The Vs'Y Duckling 

e-f I (children's show) 

July 28 8 29 and August 4 8 5 
Madness at 2:00 pm 
Saturday 8 Sunday 
5:00 pm on Satirday's 
Murder at the Quarry (benefit) 
Murder Mystery & Raffle Drawing 
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AND CROWN PILOT .... „ 
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& THE INDOMITABLE lln 
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Don’t just ride 

Bike MS. 


music 



GREEN MOUNTAIN 
GETAWAY 


AUGUST 11-12 

REGISTER OR VOLUNTEER TODAY 

BIKE VERMONT.ORG 
or 800 344 4867 

Ride with friends and family! 

Choose 20, 40, 75 or 100 miles. 



Earl’s Fitness Cyclery • ABC 22/FOX AA 




RIMROCKS MOUNTAIN TAVERN: 

Friday Night Frequencies with DJ 
Rekkon (hlp-hopi, 10 p,m.. Free, 
RUSTY NAIL: Todd Shaefler, Aaron 
Fllnn (slnger-songwdters), 8p.m.. 
$13.50/1650. AA. 

regional 

MONOPOLE: Sinecure (rock). 10 p.m. 
NAKED TURTLE Party Wolf (rock), 10 

THERAPY Pulse with DJ Nyce 
(hip-hop], 10 p.m_ $5. 




Wilco (the Spotlight) For nearly two decades. WILCO have been among 
America's most inventive and unpredictable rock bands. From their early days as an alt-country 
outfit (A.M., Being There), to collaborations with Billy Bragg celebrating Woody Guthrie (Mermaid 
Avenue), tolandmark art-rock records ISummerteeth, Yankee Hotel Foxtrot), to their more recent 
mellower output ( Wilco (the album). The Whole Love), the Chicago-based outfit always finds new 
ways to challenge themselves and their audiences. This Sunday, July 29, Wilco headline a concert 
on the Midway Lawn at the Champlain Valley Exposition. The LEE randaloo band open. 





REVIEW this 

The Hardscrabble 
Hounds, The River 
and the Rain 

(SELF-RELEASED, CD, DIGITAL DOWNLOAD) 

Making a consistently solid album 
might be one of the most daunting and 
underappreciated challenges in music. 

It’s even trickier when a band has more 
than one songwriter and/or lead vocalist, 
as disparate writing and vocal styles can 
either complement or cloud a band's 
vision. In short, strikinga balance is 
sometimes a tall order. 

Such is the case with Burlington-based 
acoustic roots outfit the Hardscrabble 
Hounds and their debut album. The 
River and the Rain. Centered on the 
two-pronged songwriting attack of Brian 
Catch and Nick Galante. die album is an 
appealing but uneven collection of songs. 
At moments i t thrills with renegade roots 
energy, but wilts meekly in others. 

The Hounds burst out of the gate with 
the Gatch-penned barnstormer "Jamaica 
Bound." Bristling with ragged, locomotive 
force, the song feels like a cross b etween 



die early work of Austin, Texas, roots band 
die Gourds and any number of outlaw 
country badasses. Gatch sneers and 
snarls with a rock-tumbler- in-the-throat 
delivery that adds a rusty edge to his 
musings on wanderlust Fiddler Patrick 
Ross colors the track with pure tones dial 
twist mournfully around Galante's nimble 
mandolin runs. 

That rebel feel continues through the 
next cut, "Hound Dog Eyes,” also written 
by Gatch. The guitarist writes with the 
weary sensitivity of a classic blue-collar 
bal’d. His lyrics are plaiaspoken and gruff, 
but artful. 

In contrast Galante generally favors 
a blunt approach and insistent delivery. 
The duo share songwriting and lead- 
vocal dutieson the Cajun-tinged ‘Tower 
Down." Here, Gatch and Galante are 
well paired, the latter proving a smooth 


Unfortunately, that balance tips on the 
album’s latter half, which, save for two 
covers, consists solely of Galante’s songs. 
Following Gatch’s "Long Time Coming" 

- and a disposable take on Bob Dylan's 
“You Ain't Goin' Nowhere" — the record 
drastically changes in both mood and 
style. On "Pursuing Happiness," Galante 
shifts to a jammy, upbeat acoustic groove 
that stands in stark contrast to the hairy 
Americana preceding it 

“Angry Wind" retains some heartland 
heart, replete with wailing harmonica and 
righteous. 99 percent indignation. But the 
album goes off the rails on “Never Gonna 
Let You Go": It's a mincing, acoustic pop 
love song riddled with cliches and mixed 
metaphors, and features a stilted vocal 
performance by Galante. That leads to 
an album-closing cover of Johnny Cash's 
"Folsom Prison Blues,” on which Gatch 
mysti fyingly butchers the song's iconic 
opening guitar line. It's a disappointing 
finale to a record that begins with 
legitimate promise. 

The Hardscrabble Hounds play the 
Higher Ground Showcase Lounge in 
South Burlington on Wednesday. August 1, 
as part of the Northern Exposure scries. 

DAN BOLLES 


Dashboard Hibachi, 
Rorschach Dress 
Pattern /Guzen Type 

(SELF-RELEASED, CD, DIGITAL DOWNLOAD) 
Dashboard Hibachi is the solo project of 
Jedd Kettler, who is best known as one- 
third of the experimental folk-rock band 
farm. Kettler and his fellow farmhands. 
Joshua Givens and Ben Maddox, have 
spent most Saturday nights over the 
past several years writing and recording 
songs down in the basement of Maddox^ 
Enosburg Falls coffee and record shop, 
the Flying Disc. Each has learned to play 
a variety of instruments, from bass, drums 
and guitar to keyboards, percussion and 
fiddle, to fill in all the colors on their three 
full-length albums: Gray Birds. The Cave 
and Sat., Cloudy, Calm, 36° F, 10:44 pjn. 

Those years of woodshedding and 
home recording have served Kettler well. 
He released two new EPs, Rorschach 
Dress Pattern and Guzen Type, earlier this 
year. And there's good news for farm fans: 
Kettler's apples haven't fallen far from the 
tree. Most of these songs sound like farm 
outtakes. Several stand side-by-side with 
the band's best work. 



Rorschach opener “Stars Are Cold" 
begins with a wordless, three-part 
harmony before a distorted loop and 
drums-and-handclap percussion set up 
Kettler’s first couplet: "When you're 
down, you try to see a light in it / when 
you’re up, you always expect loss in iL" 
The chorus, on which Kettler harmonizes 
with himself singing the words "Stars are 
cold," is stark, chilly and somehow — like 
much of Kettler’s music - very northern 
Northern Gothic, even. 

Kettler follows the murky crunch of 
“Stars Are Cold" with the plaintive beauty 
of “The Lions Were Hungry.” Over a 
simple waltz of strummed acoustic guitar, 
bells and faint bass drum, Kettler sings 
variations on the lines “When lions get 
hungry / they do things that we wish they 
wouldn’t do." It's wistful, like a love song 
of regret And it works. 


Guzen Type begins in a similar vein 
with "At Least the Crows.” a ballad-noir 
with banjo, an organ drone and Kettler 
singing "Summer’s fadin' by the side / 
we both love to watch it die. / Sure it gets 
dark here in this town, / but at least the 
crows stick around." 

After the opener, Guzen Type gets 
experimental, with loops, distortion, 
obscure instruments and longer 
instrumental passages. At times, it's easy to 
imagine “Stare at the Drifts” beingused as 
mood music in an art-house flick. “Built to 
Wood Smoke" lias a dreamy, late- winter- 
day vibe courtesy of impressionistic lyrics 
about woodpiles and layers of electric- 
guitar brightened with digital delay. 

A new farm album is always in the 
works - the band is prolific - but these 
two EPs under the name Dashboard 
Hibachi provide a reminder that Jedd 
Kettler is just as good working alone in his 
house as he is with his two buddies over in 
Enosburg Falls. Let's hopehe keeps at it 
Dashboard Hibachi plays Charlie O’s in 
Montpelier this Friday, July 27, with Nuda 
Veritas and Moutlibreather, the latter a 
side project of farm's Ben Maddox. 

MATT BUSHLOW 


®GET YOUR MUSIC REVIEWED: 


Valley Stage 

AVu^ic F estiva I TYejenb;: 



RANI ARBO 
& DAISY MAYHEM, 
THE WOES, 
AFTER THE RODEO, 
6 PHINEAS GA&E 

August 4, 2012 

12:30-9:30 pm. 

Blackbird Swale 
Huntington 

802-434-4563 

www.valleystage.net 


3SquaresVT 

GOOD FOR YOU. 
GOOD FOR VERMONT. 

It's easie r than ever to become eligible... 
Find out how today! 

Pick up an Application: 
Chittenden Community Action/ 
CVOEO, 255 So. Champlain St, 
suite 9, Burlington 

Department For Children and Fami- 
lies/Economic Services Division 
101 Cherry St, suite 101 Burlington 

For more information or help 
in completing an application, call: 
CVOEO at 802-863-6248 

Dept, for Children & Families/ 
Economic Services Division 
Call Center: 800-479-6151 

To get help with your food bills. . . 
Apply today! 






music 


RADIO BEAN: Oueen City Hot Club 
(gypsy )azz),tl am. Free Saloon 
Sessions with BrettHughes(courv 


tall 9 p.m.. Free. Srch Party: Early 
Morning Bear Attack. 10 pm. Free 

10 pm. Free. Metameric (rack). 
TtBOp.m, Free 
RED SQUARE: The Amlda 
p.m. Free D Jay Baron (hip-hop), 


THE SKINNY PANCAKE. Phlnea! 
donation**™ 5 ’ 1 ’ 6 Pm SS ’ W 
northern 

Revenge ( folk) 7 30 p.m. 

RIVER HOUSE RESTAURANT 

SWEETCRUNCHBAKE 

SHOP: Linda Basslck (singer- 
songwriter). 10 am. Free 

MON. 30 


JB METRONOME: VI 



Whatchamacalllt Trends change in EDM about as fast as, well, the BPM on the latest club hit 
(Remember dubstep? Yeah, that's so last month, bro.) The latest craze sweeping dance floors around the globe is 
moombahton, a down-tempo offshoot of house music laced with electro and reggaeton thump and just a hint of breezy 
Tropical ia. In the words of a deeps dj Haitian. "It's pretty damn sexy” No doubt. This Friday, July 27, 2K Deep welcome 
the genres DC -based progenitors, NADASTROM, as part of the collective's ongoing Platinum Summer Series at Club 
Metronome. They’ll be joined by locals lazeroisk party sex, cake effect, jahson and the whole 2K Deep Crew. 



pm. Free. Mushpost Social Club 
(dowrtempo). 11 p.m. Free. 


I (hip-hop). 


T BONES RESTAURANT AND 





champtain valley 

CITYLMITS: Karaoke with Let It 




Ben Taylor 

is en route! 
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NORTH FACE STORE 

| ©KL SPORT *210 COLLEGE ST I 1 \ 

860-4800.KlM0UNTAINSH0P.COM SQUARE ■ 


SEVEN DAYS BAND NIGHL. 

WORKIN' HARD. PLAYIN’ HARDER. 


This Friday, celebrate 5 years of the Up Your Alley 
music series with a star-studded line up of bands 
featuring some of your wacky pals at Seven Days. 


JEANNE Tnnc 
THE HI-TOPS 

©Hldiael Bradshaw 


Rev. Diane Sullivan 
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gallery profile 


E ntering the former Fellows 
Gear Shaper building in 
Springfield, Vt, feels a bit 
like approaching a fortress. 
The enormous factory, which once 
employed thousands of people, sits 
along die edge of the Black River. To get 
to its front door, you have to cross a long 
walking bridge, which could easily pass 
for a drawbridge over a moat. 

Inside, remnants of the past sit side 
by side with evidence of the future. 
From the renovated front entrvway, 
you can peer around to the shiny new 
Springfield Community Health Center, 
which will open next fall at the building’s 
southern end. But turn to the right, and 
you’ll find the old Fellows office, which 
looks as if it hasn’t been touched since 
factory workers left nearly 40 years ago. 

The 160,000-square-foot building 
has been deteriorating for nearly as 
long. But on a recent weekend it was 
bustling with visitors for the grand 
opening of the Great Hall, a 150-by- 
45-foot art space on the second floor. 
Widi 25 -fix) t ceilings, brushed concrete 
floors and clerestory windows, die 
place is perfect for showing large-scale 
artwork - which is exactly what's on 
view as part of die inaugural exhibit, 
“Emergence.” 

Brandon artist Patty Sgrecci’s 
buoyant mobiles hang in the sunlit 
clerestory. A luminous paper-and-wire 
installation by Thetford’s Carolyn Enz 
Hack is mounted high on the front wall. 
There’s plenty of room to play with 
Oliver Schemm’s interactive sculpture 
- as Vermont printmaker Sabra Field 
gleefully does at the reception, tugging 
on a bar attached to long metal poles to 
flip a heavy, gong-like disc. 

According to Joe Manning, 
a Massachusetts historian and 
photographer whose photos of the 
former factory are included in the 
exhibit, the Fellows Gear Shaper 
Company was formed in 1896. Its 
founder, Edwin Fellows, had developed 
a gear-cutting tool while working at 
anodier Springfield company diat 
designed turret machinery. 

In 1943, writes Manning, the Fellows 
Gear Shaper Company employed more 
than 3300 people - in a town of only 
about 8000. But die company moved 
to North Springfield in the 1960s. The 
town took ownership of the emptied 
building, which deteriorated over the 
next few decades. 


VISITING VERMONT'S ART VENUES ^ 


art 


Art Factory 




Rick Genderson bought the building 
and planned a multimillion-dollar 
renovation to transform the complex 
into a downtown hub. They envisioned 
offices, restaurants, shops and an art 
gallery. To diat end, last September die 
pair invited Nina Jamison, who founded 
Springfield's Gallery at the VAULT — 
one of the state’s three designated craft 
centers — and diat gallery’s executive 
director. Melody Reed, to tour die 
former factory, now known simply as 
100 River Street. 

At that point, die gallery space was 
“very unfinished,” recalls Jamison in an 
email. “But the integrity of the design ... 
and the respect that all the refinishers 
were giving to diis project was so 


DURING THE OPENING. CURIOUS 
GALLERYGOERS SLIPPED OFF INTO 
PARTS OFTHE PLUNTTHAT HADN'T 
BEEN RENOVATED — MASSIVE ROOMS 

LITTERED WITH HULKING. 
DUSTY MACHINES 
FROM ANOTHER ERA. 

impressive that I was thrilled to have 
the opportunity to join the project.” 

Jamison became the gallery 
coordinator, but the project had its 
hurdles. “‘Emergence’ was originally 
planned to open in the spring, but 
the building wasn't ready yet," she 
writes. New problems arose: leaky 
pipes, pigeons roosting in the rafters, 
late arrival of parts. “The place was 
repainted at least five times,” says 
Jamison. “Of course, that is why the 
colors are so rich!" 

Meanwhile, Jamison put out a call to 
artists. She wanted large-scale work to 
do justice to the expansive space, and 
sought pieces that fit die emergence 
theme: “An unfolding flower, a whale 
exuberantly breaching, die large mural 


installation with fresh mountain water 
flowing down from spring melt," she 

The last image refers to die work of 
Brattleboro artist Scot Borofsky, who 
began his career making graffiti in New 
York City’s East Village. These days he 
uses spray paint to create meditative 
Aztec- and Mayan-inspired scenes, 
often featuring stepped mountains widi 
repetitive patterns that are visually 
hypnotic. In his five-panel, 84-by-I72- 
inch “The Story of Fresh Water" — one 
of the most striking works in the Great 
Hall - five streams of silver water 
tumble over rows of green, gray and 
violet mountains, dien rise into mist in 
die valleys. 

Much of 100 River Street remains 
unoccupied and eerily frozen in time. 
During the opening of "Emergence," 
curious gallerygoers slipped off 
into parts of the plant that hadn't 
been renovated — massive rooms 
littered with hulking, dusty machines 
from another era. Wires and pulley 
systems hung from gaping holes 
in the ceiling. In one room, a black 
letter board - its long-ago messages, 
presumably to factory employees, 
made incomprehensible by missing 
white letters — leaned against a 
coatrack on the concrete floor. 
Around it everywhere were rusted 
old fans, levers, tires and at least one 
rickety staircase leading up to more 
monstrous machines. 

The detritus made for a compelling 
exhibit all its own. 

Jamison says the building’s owners 
are hoping to attract a restaurant to fill 
some of the riverside space, and diere 
have been discussions about creating an 
assisted-living facility diere, too. 

Jamison, who has lived in Springfield 
for 18 years, says it has been a thrill to 
help bring the building, once the town’s 
beating heart, back to life. She's been 
especially moved, she says, to watch 
former factory employees get involved. 
Five of them have volunteered to work 
as gallery docents through August. 

“lb give these former employees a 
voice, and the respect they deserve, is 
a bonus that I was not expecting," says 
Jamison. © 












RAMBLETACULAR ART 




ONGOING 


burlington area 

AARON STEIN: Junkyard Treasure.' assemblages 

castlronand vintage license plates. Through July 
31 at Vintage InspIredlnBurtlngtoa Info. 3SS-S418. 


'AN OUTGROWTH OF NATURE: THE ART OF 
TOSHIKO TAKAEZU 1 : Ceramic sculptures Inspired 
by the poetry of the Buddhist nun Otagakl 
RengeUu (through September 9): SHAHRAM 
ENTEKHABI: Happy Meat a film featuring a young 

New Media Niche 6 (through August 26L At Fleming 
Museum. UVM, In Burlington. Info. 6S6-07S0. 
ANNE CAOY: 'Into the Hills. High Flying, 4 paintings 
Shelburne Vineyard. Info 985-822. 
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A Vermont Artisan Gallery 8c Cafe 


IMAGINE. 


Trunk Show & Sale, 
Festival of the Islands 

July 28* & 29 m , 10-4:00 
65+ Gallery artists & friends 
New artwork and more 

-«► 

259 US Rt. 2, Grand Isle. VT - 1.802.378.4591 - http://grandisleaitworks.com 





WHAT’S YOUR DEAL? 



Purchase these offers only at: 

deals.sevendaysvt.com 


SWEETPERKS 


SPARK ARTS SKETCHY 
BUSINESS: ORIGINAL SKETCH 
COMEDY SHOW FOR $150- 
A $350 VALUE 

In this two-week (7/30-8/10) intensive workshop, 
teens come together to write, rehearse and 
perform a full 60 -minute sketch comedy show in 
the style of Saturday Night Live. 




their own lives and observations , 
standup material 


SPARK ARTS STANDUP 
COMEDY FOR TEENS 
SUMMER SESSION 
FOR $75 -A $150 VALUE 

Who says standup comedy is just for adults? In 
this fun, supportive class, students will team 
how to "think like a comedian," using stories from 
about their world to develop 3 minutes of original 


1/2PRICETICKETS 


GOD OF CARNAGE 

July 27 and 28 
| Lost Nation Theater 
» $3© $15 

I THE SOUND OF MUSIC 
“ FEATURING BROADWAY STAR 
MARLA SCHAFFEL 

s, July 25-28 

jjj BigTentAtTheLakeviewInn, 

° Greensboro, VT 
Kj $3© $15 

B 

Broadway Star and Tony-nominated Actress Maria Schaffel comes to 
Greensboro, Vermont, to reprise her national tour performance of Maria 
M Von Trapp in The Sound of Music, the beloved musical by Rodgers and 

< Hammerstein. 


Seven Days delivers deep 
discounts on concerts plays 
and more! Between ticket deals 
get local perks on shopping, 
services and dining. 




Sign up for DealTicket emails today: 
| deals.sevendaysvt.com 

3 



CALL TO 
ARTISTS 


STH ANNUAL AMATEUR 










“The Pastelists” Pastel has long had a bad rap as a minor artists' 
medium. Then, earlier this year. Edvard Munch’s "The Scream" - a pastel on board 
- sold for nearly $120 million. Vermont artists further the cause in a show called “The 
Pastelists" at Bryan Memorial Gallery in Jeffersonville through September 3. Wendy 
Harris creates an impossibly glassy water surface in “Fen Reflection” (pictured). In 
Marcia Hill's “Lemon Sunset," rolling magenta hills glow under a yellow sky. And in 
"Laundry Day," Aline Ordman's expressive strokes make everything in the scene appeal' 
to be dancing: a dairy cow. a field of wildflowers and a colorful lineof laundry. 


Street Landing In Burlington. Info. 777-6100. 
LINDA BERG MANEY: Paintings, collages and 
Speeder & Eari's (Pine Street) In Burlington. Info. 


LOR IN DUCKMAN: StreetBudington.'portralts 
Through August 31 at New Moon Cate In Burlington. 

LYNN RUPE: 'Disaster Detritus ' acrylic paintings by 
the Vermont art! st. Through July 31 at Metropolitan 
Gallery. Bud Ington City Hall. Into. 865-7166. 
MARIAN WILLMOTT: Monopnnts. oil paintings and 
poetry by the Vermont artist Through August 31 at 
Pine Street Del 1 1 n Burlington. Info, B59-9222. 

MARK BOEDGES & BRENDA BLACK: New paintings 
by Boedges; pottery by Black Through July 31 at Mark 
Boedges Fine Art Gallery In Budlngton. Info. 735-7317. 




MERYL LEBOWITZ: Oil palnbngs of the Vermont 
Mills In Budlngton. Info. 862-8208. 




OWLS AND OTHER BIRDS': A traveling exhibit by 
the Birds ol Vermont Museum August I through 31 


PETE SUTHERLAND: Collage work bythe Vermont 



ZELDE GRIMM: Animals With Things Living In Their 
Stomachs: sllghtlymacabre pen-and-ink drawings. 
Through July 31 at Speaking volumes In Burlington. 
Info. S40-0107. 


central 

'ARTISTS | EXPRESSIONS': Work In a vanety of 
media by New England artists. Through August 11 at 



Rochester. Info. 767-9670. 


CAROL LIPPMAN: Trail Markers/Seasonal Signs.' 






CENTRAL VT SHOWS » P.70 



“10 for 10 * A decade ago. a 

handful of Bristol artists looking for a place 
to show their work transformed the back 
room of a downtown bookstore into an 
informal gallery. Since then. Art on Main has 
expanded to include more than 100 member 
artists. To celebrate its 10th anniversary, the 
cooperative gallery is featuring 10 artists 
who have been involved since the beginning. 
Look for ethereal stained-glass works by 
Terry Zigmund, hand-tinted photographs 
by Victoria Blewer and stoneware pottery 
by Liz Saslaw. Here’s to 10 more years of 
community-supported art. Through August 
16. Pictured: "Tall Tree” by Zigmund. 



art 




CENTRAL VT SHOWS « P.B9 


MICHAEL T. JEPMYN: New American 
artia. Through August 31 at Savoy Theater In 



'OFF THE WALL'; Sculptural works In a variety of 
media. ROBERT CHAPLA: Baled to Abstraction.' 
paintings: D'ANN CALHOUN FAGO: A 75-year 

PlaceArts in Barre. Info. 479-7069. 


LANDSCAPE'; Work by 12 Vermont artists. Through 

STUARTELDREDGE& MARION SCHUMANN: A 

Love Story In Pal ntl ngs and Letters.' artwork and 
correspondence by the Springfield couple who 
met at New York City's Art Students’ League in the 



TICA NETHERWOOD: Journeys End; works In 
acrylic watercolor and pencil. Through July 29 

capltdgrounds.com 

TOLKO PO RUSSKY, POZHALUISTA (RUSSIAN 
ONLY. PLEASE)': RussianSchool photographs. 

University In Northfield. Into 485-2183. 

photographs, respectively. Through August 3T 
at Supreme Court Lobby In Montpelier. Inlb, 





“Take Me to the 
Fair: An Addison 
County Tradition” 

It's not a Vermont summer without a 
visit to the fair. This season, fair lovers 

— without the crowds or the heat — at 
Middlebury's Sheldon Museum through 
November 10. 'Take Me to the Fain An 
Addison County Tradition" features 
photograph)', oral-history interviews, fair 
posters and ribbons from the Addison 
County Fair and Field Days. Connecticut 
photographer Markham Starr 
documented last summer's event, and his 
work is displayed beside historic photos 
and ephemera from as far back as the first 
Addison County fair in 1844. Pictured: 
“The Road to the Fair” by Markham Starr. 








By Land or By Lake 


Get out there with great rates from NEFCU 


Wherever you find your fun this summer, NEFCU has 
the loan for you. From cars to campers, boats to bikes, 
RVs to ATVs - a low-rate loan from NEFCU can bring 
the great outdoors within reach. With low rates, flexible 
tenns and quick turnaround times - NEFCU will have 
you on the road or on the water in no time. 


■ Borrow up to 100% of purchase price* 

■ Loans for new and used vehicles and boats 

■ Instant online loan application 

The fun is waiting! Call or apply online todayl 


DRIVE, TOW, 
SAIL OR ROW! 

RV • ATV • Boat • Car 
Motorcycle ■ Camper 



movies 


Casa de Mi Padre ★★★★ 


W 


hy am 1 writing about a Wil 
Ferrell movie that played ir 
our area for about five min- 
utes last March? For several 

DVD. Another: In a season dominated by 
sequels and reboots, it’s a refreshing ex- 
ample of blzarro, go-for-broke originality. 
And then, of course, there's the fact that The 
Dark Knight Rises was the only new film in 
theaters last weekend. One of us had to find 
something else to do. 

1 decided to check out this cultural cu- 

missing, and was glad J did. Though not for 
the reasons you might think. Ferrell here col- 
laborates again with friend and coproducer 
Adam McKay, with whom he’s made some of 


the m 


a Lath 


widely et 


nedies of our 
including Anchorman and Talladega 

Casa de Mi Padre is, in fact, the opposite 
> hit Hollywood comedy. And not just he- 
ise it wasn't a hit An affectionate spoof of 
TV genre few non- Latinos 


in this country will hove encountered, filmed 
entirely in Spanish with subtitles, it comes 
off as an absurdist exercise in concept art 

ment. There are Dada masterworks more 
conventional than this. 

Ferrell plays Armando, the older son of 
a proud rancher whose operation has fallen 
on hard times. The character is a Mexican 
variation on the movie man-child, so we are 
not surprised to learn that he’s somewhat 

er, Raul (Diego Luna), returns, promising to 
restore the place to i ts former glory. 

Armando's ideal is Sonia (Genesis Ro- 
driguez, a real-life Mexican soap star), the 
ravishing fiancee of Raul, a drug dealer who 
foolishly believes he can conceal this fact 
from his family. Here's a gag representative of 
the picture’s understated tone: All the other 
members of the clan wear cowboy gear; Raul 
dresses like a character straight out of Scar- 
face. 

This being a parody of overwrought tele- 



novclas. drama arrives from all directions. 
From the moment they meet, Armando and 
Sonia realize they were destined to be to- 
gether. I don't believe I'll be accused of hy- 
perbole when describing the consummation 
of their love as the weirdest sex scene in the 
history of popular film. It involves extreme 
close-ups of both performers’ buttocks and 
the use of mannequins as body doubles. Da- 
vid Lynch is kicking himself. 


Trouble also takes the form of a local 
drug lonj called La Onza, played by Luna's 
F 7lt Mama Tambien costar, Gael Garcia Ber- 
; Raul off his 




enforce 


think twice. Nick Offerman nails a small part 
as a dirty American cop 

Written by “Saturday Night Live" alum 
Andrew Steele and directed by “SNL" alum 
Matt Piedmont, Casa de Mi Padre can feel at 
times like another “SNL” sketch stretched to 
feature length. The film's shortcomings are 
more than balanced, however, by its deliri- 
ously surreal touches: goofball musical in- 
terludes (some of which have gone viral); a 
vision quest led by an animatronic mountain 
lion especially designed by the Jim Henson 


iy the Jim Hens 


1 Company; ar 


riffs on the famously cheesy production val- 
ues of Mexican soaps. 

Easily the picture’s most surreal effect, 
though, is Ferrell himself. We've seen him 
play the meatheod-with-a-heart-of-gold so 
often that we’ve made him the biggest name 
in movie comedy. How many such perform- 
ers would devote themselves to a project this 
quixotic? Whether you get tile joke that is 
Casa de Mi Padre or not. you've got to admire 
the guy. Clearly, heisn't only in it for the pesos. 

RICK KISONAK 


REVIEWS 


i 


The Dark Knight Rises ★★★★ 


B 


tered them with undeniable (if unsubde) 
humanist convictions, and showcased an 
unforgettable performance. Now comes the 
final chapter in director Christopher Nolan's 
trilogy. The Dark Knight Rises. It, too, will 
be remembered as a cultural event, but for 


What Is on screen is a skilled marriage 
of noir drama, urban nightmare and hokey 
comic-book stuff. While most superhero 

think of the heavenly choir at the climax of 
The Amazing Spider-Man — Nolan earns that 
designation by deftly orchestrating a stagger- 
ing number of characters, plotlines, themes, 
callbacks and operatic action sequences. The 
movie has no slack spots, and its busyness 
isn't mindless cacophony; it's the Goodjellas 
of superhero flicks. Still, it may leave non- 
Batman fans colder than its predecessor did. 

The end of The Dark Knight sent Bruce 
Wayne (Christian Bale) on a Christ-figure 
trip: By letting his vigilante alter ego take the 


fall for the crimes of corrupted civic leader 
Harvey Dent, and putting his suit in moth- 
balls, he “perished'’ for Gotham's sins. The 
sequel opens about eight years later, with 
Wayne a Howard Hughes-like recluse in his 
mansion, tended by the loyal Alfred (Michael 
Caine). But. of course, the Caped Crusader's 
resurrection is imminent. A masked muscle 
man named Bane (Tom Hardy) is building an 
underclass army in the sewers, and his dar- 
ing attack on the city's stock exchange is just 
the start of a fiendish plan. 

So Wayne dons the mask - not for his 
own gratification, naturally, but for our poor, 
malleable citizens of Gotham. (In the films' 
metaphorical universe, the city stands in for 
America, oreven the world.) There's a strong 

introducing potentially heroic representa- 
tives of the 99 percent, including John Blake 
(Joseph Gordon- Levitt), a young cop who 
idolizes Batman; and Selina Kyle (Anne Ha- 
thaway), a cat burglar struggling to escape 
her criminal past. 

While the Passion of Batman motif is a 
heavy (and humorless) cross to bear. Bole 
acqu its himself well , as do the other players. 
Hathaway can't match Michelle Pfeiffer's 



turn as a mousy- spin sier-turned- Catuom- 
an in Batman Returns, but she's great fun. 
Bane isn't as scary as the Joker (really, who 
could be?), and his mayhem initially seems 
like a retread. But Hardy makes him walch- 
abty bizarre: part Mad Max heavy, part HJL 
Giger-esque design, part Darth Vader, part 
inexplicably avuncular vocal rhythms. He 
acts enough with his eyes to offset the inher- 
ent disadvantages of a dramatic showdown 
between two guys in masks. 

Having squeezed topicality from themes 
like the corruption of the finance industry 
and the rage of the underclass. The Dark 
Knight Rises turns about and resolutely 

tion. (Batman may not be superhuman, but 
his lightning-fast recovery from crippling 
injuries suggests otherwise.) As the movie 


late, and readers who shun the stylization of 
the paneled source material may weary of 
the twisting plot, pounding music and con- 
stant, claustrophobic sense of menace. But, 
for those who are willing to give the genre its 
due, Nolan has crafted a surprisingly satisfy- 

Some commentators, particularly those 
who doubt the cathartic value of violent fic- 
tions, have already drawn connections be- 
tween the film's content and the off-screen 
bloodshed in Colorado. Maybe their reaction 
is partly the fault of overeager critics, such as 

good story, and stories can go to dark places 
and emerge from them, 

MARGOT HARRISON 




MOVIE CLIPS = 



FOR GREATER GLORY: Peter O'Toole. Bruce 
Greenwood. Andy Garcia and Eva Longoria 
star In this epic about Mexico's Cristero 
War of the 1 920s. Dean Wright makes his 
directorial debut. (120 min. PG-1 3. Palace) 
THE INTOUCHABLES: in this hit from France 
a young daredevil from the Paris slums 
(Omar Sy) brightens the life of a wealthy 
quadriplegic (Francois Cluzet) when he 
becomes his personal assistant. Olivier 
Nakache and Eric Toledano directed. (112 
min. R. Roxy) 

STEP UP REVOLUTION: An aspiring dancer 
tries to join a Miami crew whose members 
aren't happy about her wealthy dad's 
development plans in the fourth installment 
in the dance-film series. Kathryn McCormick. 
Ryan Guzman and Cleopatra Coleman star. 
Scott Speer directed. (99 min, PG-13. Capitol 
(3-D). Essex (3-D). Majestic Palace) 


BRAVE***l/2 In the latest Pixar animation, 
set in ancient Scotland, a feisty princess 
decides to defy standard female roles and go 
all Hunger Games with her bow and arrow, 
then must face the consequences. With the 
voices of Kelly Macdonald, Billy Connolly. 
Julie Walters and Emma Thompson. Mark 
Andrews and Brenda Chapman directed. 

(100 min. PG. Capitol Essex (3-D). Majestic 
(3-0). Palace. Sunset) 

CROOKED ARROWS* **1/2 Brandon Routh 
takes on the task of coaching a struggling 
Native American high school lacrosse team 
in the first film devoted to the sport, set in 
central New York. With Gil Birmingham and 
Crystal Allen. Steve Rash directed. (100 min. 
PG-13. Stowe) 

THE DARK KNIGHT RISES**** Having 
defeated urban chaos and violated about 
a million civillibertiesattheendof The 
Dark Knight. Batman went underground. 

Wh at ki nd of th reat willittaketom ake h im 
Gotham City's protector again, eight years 
later? Christian Bale returns as the Caped 
Crusader, and Christopher Nolan again 

M ichael Caine and Tom Hardy. (165 min. PG- 
13. Big Picture. Bijou, Capitol. Essex, Majestic. 
Palace, Paramount. Roxy, St. Albans Stowe, 
Sunset. Wei den) 

DARK SHAD0WS**l/2 Johnny Depp plays 
Barnabas Collins a vampire who pops up in 
the Nixon era to find his ancestral home ful I 
of polyester, in this dark-comedy adaptation 
of the cult 1966-71 TV soap from director 
Tim Burton. With Chloe Moretz and Helena 
Bonham Carter. (120mln, PG-13. St. Albans 


THE WATCH: A bumbling batch of suburban 

als — in this comedy. Vince Vaughn. Jonah 
Hill. Ben Stiller. Rosemarie DeWitt and 
Billy Crudup star, Akiva (Hot Rod) Schaffer 
directed. (R. Bijou. Capitol. Essex. Majestic. 
Marquis Palace. Stowe. SunseL Welden) 


NOW PLAYING 

THE AMAZING SPIDER-MAN**l/2 Just 
a decade after Tobey Maguire first played 
this web-shootlng comic-book superhero, 
Andrew Garfield takes on the role in a reboot 
directed by Marc (SOOOaysofSummer) 
Webb. With Emma Stone as Gwen Stacy — 
Peter Parker's pre-Mary Jane love — as well 
as Rhys Ifans. Martin Sheen and Sally Field. 
(136 min. PG-13. Bijou. Capitol (3-D), Essex 
(3-D), Majestic (3-D). Marquis |3-D|. Palace, 
Paramount Roxy, Stowe, Sunset. Welden) 


THE BEST EXOTIC MARIGOLD 

H OTE L* * * 1 /2 Ag ing f ol ks of 1 1 mi ted m ean s 


someofthe UK's best actors, including Judi 
Dench. Maggie Smith. Tom Wilkinson and Bill 
Nighy. John ( Shakespeare in Love) Madden 
directed. (124 min. PG-13. Roxy) 


ratings 

* = refund, please 


RATINGS ASSIGNED TO MOVIES NOT REVIEW! 
BY RICK KISONAK OR MARGOT HARRISON AR 

COURTESY OF METACRITICCOM. W' "" " 


READ MOVIE REVIEWERS. 


■I i OUNTRV S mum Willi I ( 


HYSTERIA**1/2 Hoop skirts and orgasms, 
oh my! Maggie Gyllenhaal, Hugh Dancy 
and Rupert Everett all participate in the 
momentous invention of the vibrator in this 
comedy about the science of sex circa the 
1880s. Tanya Wexler directed. (100 min. R. 
Savoy) 

ICE AGE: CONTINENTAL DRIFT** Intheir 

Paleolithic critters on marine adventures. 
Could it all be an excuse to introduce 
pirates? With the voices of Ray Romano. 
John Legulzamo, Denis Leary, Queen Latifah, 
Peter Dinklage and Jennifer Lopez. Mike 
Thurmeier and Steve Martino directed. (93 
min, PG. Bijou. Capitol (3-D]. Essex |3-D). 
Majestic (3-D). Marquis. Palace. Sunset. 

MAGIC MIKE***l/2Tell your boyfriend 
that you're going to book club,' advises the 
trailer for this eye-candy parade, a comedy- 
drama inspired by star Channing Tatum's 
earl ier stint as a male stripper. Also featur- 
ing the abs of Matthew McConaughey and 
Alex Pettyfer. Steven (Traffic) Soderbergh 
directed. (110 min. R. Capitol, Essex. Palace) 


MOONRISE KINGDOM* ***1/2 Writer- 
director Wes Anderson returns with this 
whimsical period drama set in the 1960s. 


(94 min. PG-13. Majestic. Roxy. Savoy) 
SAFETY NOT GUARANTEED***l/2 
Journalists pursue an eccentric big-box 
store employee who claims to be a time 
traveler in this offbeat comedy from 




50% OFF 


Ella Moss 
Splendid 
Velvet 
Charlie Jade 
Glam , 

7 for All Mankind 
Citizens of Humanity 
AG Jeans 
J Brand 
BCBG 
Dolce Vita 
Steve Madden 
Susana Monaco 
Vince 

Paige Denim 
HOBO 

and so much more... 


r fu/wne/' 

t Stcfetoa// 

SALE 

SAVE UP TO 

75% OFF 

YOUR FAVORITE BRANDS 
JULY 25- JULY 29 






save 

on all clothing 


during the church street 
sidewalk sale this week 


fed3x3zmO 


206 College Street, Burlington 
Mon-Sat 10-6 Sunday 12-5 
(802) 861-2326 www.isabean.com 




Spider- Man (3-D) 12:30. 
3:2S. 6:30, 9:30. Savage 
8:3S. Moonrise Klngdor 


CLUB OATES. EVENTS AND MORE. 


SHOWTIMES. PLUS OTHER NEARBY RESTAURANTS 







NOW PLAYING « P.73 

SAVAGES*l/2 Things get veryunmellowfbr 
two young pot dealers when a Mexican drug 
cartel abducts their shared girlfriend (Blake 
Lively). Oliver Stone directed, so expect an 
Gber-intense crime drama, not a Stoner 
comedy. With Aaron Johnson. Beniciodel 
Toro and John Travolta. (131 mia R. Essex. 
Majestic. Palace. Sunset) 

SNOW WHITE AND THE HUNTSMAN*** 

In our second, purportedly "darker" Snow 
White film of 2012. Kristen Stewart plays 
the title character, who teams up with Chris 
Hemsworth to battle her nemesis, the evil 
queen (Charllze Theron). Rupert Sanders 
directed. (127 min, PG-13. Sunset: ends 7/26) 
TED**1/2A Christmas miracle brings a 
boy's teddy bear to life — and as an adult he 
can't shake the fluffy, obnoxious companion 
in this comedy with Mark Wahlberg, Joel 
McHale. Mila Kunis and Giovanni Ribisl. Seth 
("Family Guy") MacFarlane wrote, directed 
and voice-starred. (106 min. R. Big Picture. 
Bijou. Capitol. Essex. Majestic Palace, Roxy. 
Stowe, Sunset Welden) 

TO ROME WITH LOVE* Woody Allen 
explores another postcard-perfect European 
capital, this time through four Interlocking 
stories of Italians, Americans and others in 
the "eternal city." With Allen. Alec Baldwin. 
Jesse Eisenberg. Roberto Benigni. Penelope 
Cruz. Greta Gerwig and Ellen Page. (95 mia 
R. Roxy. Savoy) 

YOUR SISTER’S SISTER***l/2 Two girls, 
a guy and a remote cabin. Writer-director 
Lynn ( Humpday ) Shelton's dramedy isn’t as 
cliche as you fear in this sometimes funny, 
sometimes uncomfortable tale of love 


Rosemarie DeWitt and Mark Duplass. (90 
min, R. Roxy) 

NEW ON VIDEO 

THE DEEP BLUESEA *l/2Rachel Weisz 
plays an aristocrat in postwar London 

(Tom Hiddleston) has gone sourinthis 
adaptation of the Terence Rattigan play 
from director Terence (The House of Mirth) 
Davies. (98 miaR) 

FOOTNOTE**** An elderly Talmudic 
scholar faces off against his son in a battle 
for recognition in this Israeli drama from 
director Joseph Cedar. With Schlomo Bar 
Abe and Li or Ashkenazi. (105 mia PG) 

JIRO DREAMS OF SUSHI Octogenarian Jiro 
Ono, generally hailed as the world's best 
sushi chef, obsesses about sculpting the 

hell take over the family restaurant in David 

PG. Look for a review this Friday on our staff 
blog. Blurt.) 

SILENT H0USE*l/2 A spooky lakeside cabin 
terrorizes Elizabeth Olsen in this horror flick 
shot (apparently, anyway) In one continuous 
take — a remake of a Uruguayan movie and 
not to be confused with a found-footage 
film. With Adam Trese. Chris Kentis and 
Laura Lau directed. (8S min. R) 




movies 

you missed 


Movies You Missed 48: 4:44 Last Day 
on Earth 

This week in Movies You Missed: If the world were ending, where would you want to be? 


a. Roaming a palatial estate with a smug 
Kirsten Dunst? 

h On a road trip with Steve Carell. Keira 
Knightley, a dog and her vinyl collection? 

c. In a Manhattan loft with two arty types 
who are none too articulate and spend 
most of their last hours painting gigantic 
canvases and getting busy with each 

d. With Bruce Willis in a spaceship 
somewhere, quipping and trying to save 
the day? 

Ifyou picked (d), too bad. This movie concerns option (c)... 

MARGOT HARRISON 




Outpatient Clinical Research Study 


Help us develop a vaccine against Dengue Fever. 

Have you ever had: 

Yellow Fever vaccine? 

Japanese Encephalitis vaccine? 
Dengue Fever? 

We are looking for healthy Adults aged 18-50 for a one-year study. 
Participation includes a screening visit, two doses 
of vaccine or placebo, and follow-up visits. 

Volunteers are eligible for up to $2120 in compensation. 
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FESTIVAL 


MIDDLEBURY, VERMONT MARBLE WORKS BY THE FALLS 


AUG.04.2012 


SPONSORS LIVE MUSIC SATURDAY 
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MIDD Take home a taste of Vermont 

Product purchases available at the festival 
FEST buy tickets www.middsummerfestival.oom 
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Fresh. 

Filtered. 

Free. - 


Craving weekday news? Find out what’s 
percolating today. Sign up to receive our 
house blend of local headlines served up 
in one convenient email: 

daily(7) 

sevendaysvt.com/daily7 


SEVEN DAYS 

sevendaysvt.com 


= NEWS QUIRKS BVR0LAN0SWEET = 


Curses, Foiled Again 

A 42-year-old woman, who police 
in Lynn, Mass., reported was being 
"chased frantically’' by a man wielding 
a large kitchen knife, sought safety by 
running into the police station, where 
she “quickly began to cower.” The man 
followed her and raised die knife above 
her head while punching her. Officer 
Raymond Therrien said he grabbed 
the man's arm and “delivered several 
knee strikes to his midsection" until he 
dropped the knife. Police filed multiple 
charges against Constantine Greven, 

40 (Lynn’s Daily Item) 

Unintelligent Design 

Louisiana is issuing publicly funded 
vouchers for the coming school year 
that will allow thousands of children to 
attend private schools where they will 
learn that Scodand’s Loch Ness mon- 
ster is real. The schools follow a funda- 
mentalist curriculum that includes the 
Accelerated Christian Education (ACE) 
program, which aims at disproving evo- 
lution and proving creationism. One of 
its tenets is that if dinosaurs lived the 
same time as humans, then Darwinism 
is flawed. 

One ACE biology textbook declares 
that scientists are becoming more con- 
vinced that dinosaurs are alive today, 
explaining that the Loch Ness monster 
“has been recorded on sonar from a 
small submarine, described by eyewit- 
nesses and photographed by others. 
Nessie appears to be a plesiosaur." An- 
other claim is that a Japanese whaling 
boat once caught a dinosaur, an event 
that did occur in the movie Godzilla but 
hasn’t yet happened in real life. 

Scodand’s position is that such 
teaching is good for tourism. Nessie 
expert Tony Drummond, who leads 
Loch Ness tours, called it “Christian 
propaganda” and “ridiculous,” but 
urged pupils at the Louisiana schools 
“to come and investigate the loch for 
themselves." (Scodand’s Herald) 

Not- So-Petty Theft 

Margo Reed, 54, pleaded guilty to 
stealing $163,582 from three public 
library' branches in Yonkers, N.Y., over 
a seven-year period. Reed was respon- 
sible for depositing fines collected for 
overdue books (10 cents for most, 50 
cents for new ones). She said she would 
regularly alter the paperwork with 
correction fluid and pocket die differ- 
ence, usually $100 or more each time. A 
new business manager discovered the 
theft when he observed die alterations, 
which he said were obvious but never 
noticed because everyone trusted Reed 
as a longtime, conscientious employee. 
“It’s like no one was checking the 
checker," business manager Stephen 
Force explained. (New York Times) 


School Daze 

To celebrate the end of die term, a pri- 
vate girls school in Sherbooke, Quebec, 
hired hypnotist Maxime Nadeau to 
entertain a group of 12- and 13-year-old 
girls by putting some in a trance while 
others watched. When the show ended, 
several girls in the audience who’d 
fallen under Nadeau's spell remained 
mesmerized. Nadeau, who received 
about 14 hours of instruction in basic 
hypnotism, couldn't snap diem out of 
it and had to call the hypnotist who 
trained him. Richard Whitbread, who 
drove an hour to College du Sacre- 
Coeur to release the girls, said he found 
several girls still under the effects of 
“mass hypnosis.” He made them think 
diey were being re-hypnotized and 
dien awakened them. School adminis- 
trators said they learned after the fact 
diat hypnosis isn't recommended for 
people younger than 14 because they’re 
particularly susceptible to suggestion. 
(CBC News) 

Victims of Success 

Improvements in airline safety have 
complicated rules to improve flight 
safety. That’s because the benefits of 
diese rules are calculated primarily on 
how many deadis diey may prevent. “If 
anyone wants to advance safety through 
regulation, it can't be done without fur- 
ther loss of life,” said William Voss, chief 
executive officer of die Flight Safety 
Foundation. (Bloomberg News) 

When Guns Are Outlawed 

Philadelphia police arrested Kenneth 
Butterworth, 45, saying he pulled out 
a crossbow in a fit of road rage and 
pointed it at theodier driver. (Philadel- 
phia’s WCAU-TV) 

Mensa Reject of the Week 

Eiliya Maid a decided the best way to 
remove cobwebs from the backyard of 
his home in Chico, Calif, was to use a 
propane blowtorch. He ended up ignit- 
ing dry plants, which started an attic- 
fire diat caused $25,000 in damages, 
according to Fire Inspector Marie Fick- 
ert, and displaced the family, which has 
no insurance. (Chico Enterprise Record) 

Adding Insult to Injury 

After a drunk driver killed her oldest 
son, Loretta Robinson told the judge at 
the driver’s sentencing in Greenville, 
S.C., that even though her son wasn't 
at fault, she has received bills associ- 
ated with his death, including paying 
to have his wrecked car stored for 
months, in case there was a trial. “1 
had to pay to have the vehicle towed," 
she said. “I had to pay for the vehicle 
removed and to clean up the street 
from Justin's blood on the ground." The 
charge for cleaning die street was $50. 
(Greenville’s WYFF-TV) 



CHECK OUT ROB BREZSNY'S EXPANOEO WEEKLY AUDIO HOROSCOPES 


MESSAGE HOROSCOPES: REALASTROLOGY.COM 


1-B77- 673-4888 
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Bill the Cockroach 'DeForge-ing Ahead' pt ? 


HENRY GUSTAVSON 
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You To wake p, move. Y, 
\U5T Have To Be SHAff 
L, 0 U6H To PICK Of OP THtn 


JUST pofilT r> Met up fl/lUTS 
WHEN THEBE Attwr flwy 


<2 



G)TlMY?ePU^C' (f)Tl»JYS£putEc»c)HOTMA/EXOM 


‘-^*2 ^p 

fei TiuVseeufcoxoivt 


MORE FUN! STRAIGHT DOPE (P.27) NEWS QUIRKS (P.TS) & FREE WILL ASTROLOGY (P.77) 
CROSSWORD (PC-5) CALCOKU & SUDOKU (P.C-7) 
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PREPARE TODAY FOR TOMORROW'S JOBS 


Free Training Program— Phlebotomy 


This program is paid lor in part with a grant from the U.S. Department of Labor 


Phlebotomist 

ITAR PROGRAM 

[71 APPLY NOW! 


Single? 

You don’t need fancy algorithms 
to find a date. Our 1000+ local 
members are smart and savvy 
Seven Days readers. You already 
have something in common! 



Getting started is easy... 


#1 

#2 


Create a FREE profile on the web 
at sevendaysvt.com/personals. 

Don't be shy! People who post photos 
and lots of info about themselves 
get the most messages. 

Select the best suitors and reply 
to their messages for FREE. 

Get to know the person over email 
and when you're ready, make a date. 


* 


After you make 

your own profile, 

Want # you can start a 

to make -- conversation with 

the first an v Seven aa v= 

move? single for as little 

i IB j [ 1 as^l/day! 


SEVEN DAYS 

PERSONALS 

sevendaysvt.com 






PERSoNRiS 



For relationships, dates, flirts and i-spys: 

sevendaysvt.com/personals 



HILLBILLY GIRL WITH THE BLUES 



BALANCING WORK, PLAY. DANCE. 
CANOEING 

profile, ill gladly share a picture II 

Inside Ina nutshell, my life Is filled with 
purpose work. home and play aligned 



are tool wood.nymph 49 □ 


READER. ADVENTURER AND COOK 



CURJoUS? 

You read Seven Days. 
these people read 
Seven Days — you 
already have at least 
one thing in common! 

All the action is online. 

Browse more than 
1600 local singles with 
profiles including photos, 
voice messages, habits, 
desires, views and more. 

It's free to place your 
own profile online. 

Don't worry, you'll be 
in good company, 

a See photos of 
this person online. 



as possible: hiking, swimming in 



In life and dortt believe In being 


LOOKS AND ACTSYOUNG :P 

Young looking and young at heart 



whathappens. Not into hunting/ 





swim. andchallenge myself physically. 
Laughl ng Is one of my favorite pastimes! 




JOIE DEVIVRE 

I'm caring, energetic, adventurous and crazy about living in Vermont. 
I'd love to have someone to share all the wonders of life with. 

Things that make me happy include: hikes, homemade- 
homegrown dinner, friends, my dog kayaks, hula-hoops, sunny 
dispositions, road trips, family, my motorcycle, dancing barefoot, 
live music, other music, climbing trees, bonfires, books, that's 
what she said" jokes, green building, travel and sunglasses. 

ContentinVT, 25, Women Seeking Men 

What is the one thing you hate that everybody else loves? 

Deviled eggs. 
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pERSoNKS 



W5MEN .seekii^ 


FUN FUN FUN! 



DEVIANT BLUESTOCKING SEEKS 






For group fun, BDSM play, and full-on kink: 

sevendaysvt.com/personals 



CURioUS? 

You read Seven Days, 
these people read 
Seven Days — you 
already have at least 
one thing in common! 

All the action is online. 
Browse more than 
1600 local singles with 
profiles including photos, 
voice messages, habits, 
desires, views and more. 

It's free to place your 
own profile online. 

Don't worry, you'll be 
in good company, 

a See photos of 
this person online. 




KiNKoF TH§ WEEK: 

FIT AND EAGER TO PLEASE 

I'm looking for a friend to have some fun with. If things 
evolve beyond friendship, that’s fine too. I love to be told 
what you want, and to please. Kissing, biting, dirty talk... this 
could bea really fun ■friendship". NaughtyPainter, 24. 

Great sex calls for lots of... sexy music, domination, 
communication. 



PLAYFULLY PASSIONATE 
ADVENTEROUS EXPLORER 



the time is right Ivtoplease 43 


INSATIABLE APPETITE FOR SEX- 



SKINNY. SEXY JEWBOI FOR YOUR 



appreciated! SexySub4U 36 Cl 












ARETHUSA FARM 
Burlington, Vermont 


NEIGHBORLY FARMS 


heal© 


Arethusa Farm is a certified organic 
vegetable farm established in 2001 at 
the Intervale. The farm grows a wide 
variety of vegetables on twenty acres 
of sandy soil along the Winooski 
River. During the growing season, 
Arethusa farm harvests entirely by 
hand, and they sell most of their 
produce within a ten-mile radius. 
Arethusa Farm supplies numerous 
products to Healthy Living, including 
tasty mesclun, bitey arugula, 
beautiful summer squash, juicy beets, 
crispy kale, and much it 


NEIGHBORLY FARMS 
Randolph Center, Vermont 


Crafting organic farmstead cheeses in Randolph Center from their 
beloved Holstein cows' milk, the Dimmick family is committed to 
environmental responsibility, high quality dairy products, and 
being just plain neighborly! Healthy Living carries all ten of their 
tasty cheeses, including the award-winning Monterey Jack. 


BENITO'S HOT SAUCE 
Winooski, Vermont 


Handmade by Ben "Benito" Maniscalco in Winooski, 
Benito's Hot Sauce uses only all natural and 
organic ingredients. Benito's comes in six fiery 
flavors ranging from medium to "gringo killer." All of 
Ben's sauces are 100 % sodium-free and handmade 
in small batches to guarantee the highest quality, 
best tasting hot sauces! 


222 DORSET STREET, SOUTH BURLINGTON 802.863.2569 • HEALTHYLIVINGMARKET.COM 8AM-9PM SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 










